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NETANYAHU CRACKS DOWN 

ON PALESTINIAN ACTIVITY IN JERUSALEM 


tinianlawm 
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TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
decided Monday to crack down 
on alleged illegal activities of the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) ill Arab east Jerusalem, 
Israeli public radio reported. 

At a special meeting of Ills 
senior ministers and security 
olficials. Netanyahu specifically 
decided to. dose three offices 
purportedly working in cast 
Jerusalem for Yasser Ararat's 
autonomy government in viola- 
tion of interim peace accords, 
the 'radio said. 

Netanyahu ordered three PNA 
offices closed in the disputed 
city Monday, including that of 
the official Palestinian news 
agency (WAFA), a Christian 
Affairs office, and a prisoner 
advocacy group. 

Netanyahu said he would also 
take legal measures against 
Palestinian officials who contin- 
ue to use the PLO headquarters 
in Jerusalem, the Orient House, 
as a de facto foreign ministry. 

“We can't tolerate such 
infringements on our sovereign- 
ty in Jerusalem, 1 ' Netanyahu said 
at his office just before meeting 
with a delegation of US con- 
gressmen. 

Jerusalem police spokesman 
Slimuel Ben-Ruby said the 
offices had not yet been closed, 
nor had the employees been 
notified. 

Israel also decided on Monday 
to bar a Palestinian lawmaker 
who represents east Jerusalem 
Arabs in the Palestinian legisla- 
ture from entering the city, offi- 
cials said. 

The move against Ziad Abu 
Ziad, who is also a minister with- 


out portfolio in the PNA, was 
taken at the special meeting of 
senior Israeli ministers and secu- 
rity officials, officials privy to the 
decision told AFP. 

Israel accuses Abu Ziad of act- 
ing as ail official representative 
of the PNA in east Jerusalem. 

It also cancelled the VIP pass- 
es of a second east Jerusalem 
lawmaker. Hanah Ashrawi, and 
of Faisal Husseini, the top PLO 
official in the city. 

The VIP passes facilitate the 
movement of Palestinian offi- 
cials, allowing them to enter 
Jerusalem and Israel and to trav- 
el freely between the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip even during secu- 
rity alerts. 

Monday's decision went fur- 
ther, barring Abu Ziad from visit- 
ing his constituents in east 
Jerusalem. 

The prime minister did not 
detail what other legal actions 
would be taken against the 
Palestinian officials working out 
of Orient House. 

Netanyahu, who has decided 
to make the dispute with the 
Palestinians over Jerusalem a 
central issue ofliis campaign Tor 
reelection in May, also decided 
to track more closely the activi- 
ties of several senior Palestinian 
officials in the city, the radio 
said. 

Netanyahu's office declined to 
comment immediately on the 
repoit. 

Netanyahu has announced 
similar crackdowns in the past 
but was often hampered by legal 
rulings supporting Palestinian 
claims that controversial offices 
and activities in Arab east 
Jerusalem were not directly 
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linked to the PNA. 

Attorney General Eliyakim 
Rubinstein participated in 
Monday's meeting to advise on 
the legal aspects of any deci- 
sions, media reports said. 

The right-wing government 
was embarrassed last week by 
the leak of a report from securi- 
ty agencies alleging that the PNA 
was running a virtual parallel 
government for die Arab resi- 
dents of east Jerusalem. 

Netanyahu had proclaimed as 
part of his reelection campaign 
that his government had 
quashed PNA operations in the 


city in contrast to his Labor pre- 
decessors who allegedly allowed 
such activities to spread. 

Israel occupied Arab east 
Jerusalem from Jordan in 1967 
and later annexed it to west 
Jerusalem, occupied in 1948, as 
the “unified and eternal capital" 
of the state. 

The Palestinians hope to make 
east Jerusalem, now home to 

200.000 Arabs and about 

160.000 Jews, the capital of a 
future independent state. 

Netanyahu and his main rivals 
in the May elections all officially 
oppose any concessions over 


Jerusalem, although Israel has 
agreed to negotiate the furore of 
the city in the Oslo interim 
peace accords. 

But Netanyahu has continued 
in his campaign to accuse his 
main rival for the premiership. 
Labor Party chief Elmd Rarak. of 
planning to "back down on 
Jerusalem" by ceding the eastern 
sector to the Palestinians. 

The ■ secret service report 
leaked by the Ha'aretz newspa- 
per last week alleged that the 
PNA was running police services, 
schools, hospitals and even a 
health insurance program for 


Arabs in east Jerusalem. 

Saeb Frekat. the Palestinian's 
senior negotiator in peace talks 
with Israel. dismissed 
Netanyahu's actions as a ppliti- 
cal ploy. 

“Not only did he freeze the 
Wye |peace| agreement |and| is 
expanding settlements, but now 
he is conducting an electoral 
campaign in Jerusalem, Erekat 
said. 

According to Erekat, the 
offices ordered closed predate 
the existence of the PNA and 
have been operating in the dty 

lor years. ■ 


PCC SPEAKER: COUNCIL TO DISCUSS 
PALESTINIAN StATE DECLARATION DATE 


THE PALESTINIAN CENTRAL Council 
will hold a meeting in the last week 
of April to discuss the timing of the 
declaration of the Palestinian State, 
according to the head of the 
Palestinian National Council (PNC) 
Saleem Al Za'anoun. 

“The PCC will discuss the final 
outcome or -President Arafat's tour , 

and the talks he has conducted yrith 

■ 

the leaders, and come, up with our 
final decision regarding the May'4th 
declaration of Palestinian state- . 
hood," Za’anoun fold The Arab Daily. - 


According to .the speaker of the 
PNC, the PCC will weigh the pros and 
cons as far as the declaration is con- 
cerned. 

Za'anoun emphasized that the PCC 
will convene to decide on timing 
only. But as. far as the statehood Is 
concerned, the decision was taken in 
Algeria in-1988, with th£ consent of 
the Palestinian people. 

“What we seek at this stagers to 
have - our. sovereignty over the 
Palestinian. soil as stipulated by the 
UN resolution 181 ; " Za'anoun said, : 


The Palestinian official added that 
the principle of land for Peace on 
Which Madrid Conference Was 
based, entails the right of the 
Palestinians ro set up their Indepen- 
dent state on the territories referred 
to in the UN resolution 242. 

The meeting will, move to the 
issue of the state's constitution for 
further discussion, in the, light of a 
draft constitution already suggested 
by a special committee. 

"The .draff was submitted to the 
PNC prior to !th‘p . 199,1 Madrid 


-Conference,'' he said. 

Za'anoun went on to say that the 
decision for a Palestinian state has 
been there since 1948, when the 
PNC held a session headed byHajj 
Ameen Al Husseini, and announced 
.the state -according to the UN reso- 
lution 181. This very international 
,' decision legitimized the foundation 
of Israel itself. ■ 

‘The : state which was announced 
agaia lh Algeria 4n;l^g8 vs>ds largely, 
recognized.' At that time. Israel, did 
not enjoy. the sajriie number of recog- 


nitions. , . *i 

According to the official. 1 e 
recognition of Israel by\ e 
International Organization iwas ,fon- 
ditioned by its implement? 1 *?* 1 ° 
Resolution 194, which cdlls f« r ; - 
return of the Palestinian reftjge? 5 ; 0 
their homeland, but Israel dec W 
to respond positively. Coiiseqv 1 ^ 
the refugees are still Hvfrtg In ^ 
able conditions- in their; camps W 
away from .theirlands^jj^^^ E^' 
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US RETRACTS STATEMENT 
ON ISRAEL'S COMPLIANCE WITH WYE 


from MUNIR NASSER 

Chief Correspondent 
in WBBhlngton 

US STATE Department official said yesterday 
fata mistake has been made in announcing that 
mel does not have to withdraw from the West 
ank until the Palestinians meet their commit- 
fients upder the Wye agreement. 

In addition, the spokesman for the US embassy 
iTel Aviv called on Israel yesterday to meet its 
ibligarions under the Wye accord, retracing the 
mbassador's statement to the contrary on 
Sunday. 

The State Department source was responding 
io a report in the Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz this 
geek ' quoting a senior Clinton Administration 
official as saying that the US “has decided to 
airepn the position of Israel that it needs not 
implement the second pullback from the West 
Bank under the Wye agreement until rhe 
Palestinian Authority has adhered ro all its oblig- 
ations in the accord's second phase." 

At the same time, the State Department 
Spokesman James Rubin denied this report and 
confirmed thar the US position on this issue has 

i i. >!:■■/.' I' 

..." 


not changed. 

In his press briefing on Monday, Rubin told 
reporters: "If the premise of an article in the 
Israeli press is that we have changed our posi- 
tion. then that article is incorrect. It wouldn't be 
the first time. The issue is not who goes first. The 
parties should be focusing on a serious process ol 
implementation. If we had a serious process 
underway, one in which both sides were lulfilling 
their obligations, we would not he having this 
discussion." 

Rubin added that under phase two of the Wye 
agreement, “the Palestinians have fulfilled some 
of their commitments, particularly with respect 
to fighting terror. There are other commitments 
under phase two that they have yet to fulfill. The 
Israelis, for their part, have not fulfilled any or 
their commitments under phase two. Our view is 
that both sides should move forward in a parallel 
phased approach to fulfill all ol their commit- 
ments under the Wye River memorandum." 

When asked to explain the contradiction in the 
US position, the State Department source told 
The Arab Daily that the contradiction happened 
because "someone ar the State Department did- 
n't clear his remarks. No body here is making a 
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big deal about it. Every body kind of hiccuped 
when the person spoke because he either did not 
make it clear or he did not dear his remarks. 

The source explained that the official made a 
small interpretation on the same position. He 
said that there are other obligations under the 
Wye agreement that Israel could fulfill even 
before they withdraw. 

"However, the way it came nut and the way it 
was printed was tlwr Israel doesn't have to with- 
draw because the Palestinians are not complying. 
And that is not the way it should have been pre- 
sented. and hence that is why we have gone back 

to our original line," he said. 

According to press reports, the LIS official told 
Ha'aretz, “the Israeli position throughout the 
negotiations has consistently been that the rede- 
ployment from the West Bank should only 
sequentially follow Palestinian steps at each ol 
the three phases and not occur in parallel to 
them. We do not oppose this Israeli pusition. and 
therefore a second redeployment is not required 
at this point." 

This was seen in Israel as a sharp change in US 
policy because, until recently. Washington hud 
blamed Israel for the current deadlock in the 

i : - -i - ■; k ’ ...-'W il Vr'. ■ V- v'- A 
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peace process, saying the Palestinians have gone 
a long way towards fulfilling their obligations. 

Responding to a question by The Arab Daily 
about rhe conditions not met by Palestinians, the 
State Department source said that most condi- 
tions have been met to a degree, hut they can 
certainly continue to go fiiither with their ellorts. 

“What they h.rte done is to comply to a certain 
degree and then say Israel is not doing anything 
on the second phase, so why should we? Both 
parties got to a certain point and stopped," he 
said. 

The source added that the US wants to high- 
light the Palestinian fight against terror, “which 
by all accounts was very good and they continue 
to do their best. They do continue to collect 
weapons, but the prisoners issue is still isn't 
going well an either side because there is bicker- 
ing over who commit led what crime, and who 
should be released and who shouldn't. So that’s 
not going well ns it could he.'" he said. 


ARAB BANK DOES WELL 
IN DIFFICULT YEAR 


THE ARAB BANK’S strategic planning policies, the 
state-of-the-art management and advanced software 
haw proven successful as applied by the Arab Bank 
in the face of a very difficult year, according to Abdul 
Majeed Shuman, Chairman of rhe Board of Directors 
and General Director of Jordan's largest private bank. 

"The figures at die end of the fiscal year demon- 
strate how successful the Institution has been, even 
though the banking sector underwent difficult times 
last year due to crises at the regional and interna- 
tional levels," he said. 

Addressing the meeting of the Ordinary and 
Extraordinary General Assembly of the Arab Bank,- 
the leading Arab banker expressed his satisfaction at 
the performance of the bank and announced the final 
financial statement. 

The -meeting approved the recommendations of 
the Board of Directors regarding the distribution of 
JOD 26.4 million of profits in cash, constituting 30 
percent of capital. 

According to Shuman, Arab Dank profits have gone 
U P by 17.5 percent amounting to JOD 126.5 million 
against the last fiscal year. 

He added that the Arab Bank Group's profits 
amounted to JOD 223.7 million, while net interest 
increased by 20.3 percent which amounts to JOD 
46.1 million, toialingJOD 227.3 million. 

The dividends of each share rose by JOD 2.2 of the 
net ptofit, amounting in total to JOD 14.4 million, he 
said. ■ ■ , 

^ The chairman attributed the positive results to' 
"efficient management stylo, as the bank was able to 
reduce' the risks and prove successful in the SOMth 
'Wan markets,". 

He added that the bank was able to cope flexibly 
jjth the acute fluctuadons of the; Arab stock markets 
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Arab Bank is honoured to convey to 


and those of the USA and the Far Erst. _ 

Shuman stressed that the banks Strategic 
Planning Committee has taken quantum leaps 
towards crystallizing and implementing the concept 
of comprehensive management of monetary 

1b serve this purpose, a software capable of pro- 
cessing all bank operations has been installed, he 

declared. . c 

;As shown by the bilance sheet, the statement of 

profits and looses and rash floWs. 

was indicated at 9 percent to rea^JOD 1743.5 m 1- 

fion, whereas tlrt balance totaled J0p 15456.8 rrtil- 

'^Debos^wre JO^IMI 2 million with an increase 
pf 7. J percent, 'and equity increased by, 13 ,? percent 

. - ■iriVmririrtg toiOP 820 million* ^ 


His Majesty 
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and to the Arab and Islamic nations 
its felicitations and best wishes 
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HIS MAJESTY KING Abdullah con- 
demned the crimes that are being com- 
mitted against Albanians in Kosovo and 
urged the government to work to 
extend any possible assistance to the 
innocent victims of the conflict. 

A statement by the Royal Court said 
His Majesty the King expressed deep 
concern and condemnation of the 
atrocities and ethnic cleansing commit- 
ted by Serb 
forces against 

the Albanian The King 
Kosovo. 1,1 instructs the 

ad7eV“ government 
King has to provide 

instructed the 

government to lirgCtlt 

r:tr ent humanitarian 

humanitarian 

and medical aid and medical 

to the victims of • . . f 

those crimes Old tO tflC 

and to the Victims Of 

Kosovar 

refugees. KOSOVO 

In another . 

sign of protest, ™^"**"***^*^ 
the Jordanian Charge d'Affaires in 
Belgrade has been summoned, in a dis- 
play of the government’s condemna- 
tion of the inhuman practices and ugly 
crimes committed against the 
Albanians in Kosovo — The Arab Daily. 




aid to the 
victims of 
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YOUNG MAN KILLED 

MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES 


The story is more like a scene From 
Remington Steel, yet it occupies a space in 
Ihe "pending" file cabinet of the Ashrafiyyeh 
police station. 

A police officer carrying on with his 
duties on a slow day of the Eid holiday, 
received a phone call From a horrified man 
saying he has found the body of a young 
man at an old school in the neighborhood, 
"who looks like he has been killed." 

: The officer immediately informed the rel- 
evant officials at the police station and pro- 
ceeded to the scehe of the crime. 

. "We found the; body of a young man tying 


on the floor at the school, soaked In blood," 
said an officer who asked to be unnamed. 

He said the police officers carried the 
deceased to Al-Bashir hospital to report the 
case, and then took the body to the 
National Forensic Center. 

"It appeared that the young man was hit 
by a sharp tool on his head, not once, but 
several times," said the officer, "which 
caused him to lose consciousness and then 
bleed to death." 

The officer said that primary investiga- 
tions have revealed that the young man. 
aged 20, "could have been involved in b dis- 


pute with someone, possibly a friend of 
his." 

He also ruled out a robbery attempt. 

‘His family went to see him at the foren- 
sic center, and they said that be had all his 
belongings In his pockets untouched." 

Police are questioning members of his 
family and his friends for a clue to the mys- 
terious circumstances of his murder. 

According to the officer, the forensic cen- 
ter’s report Is due to be ready today to be 
attached with the file of the case, pending a 
detailed investigation. . 

■ by NOURA WAZANI 


CANADA GRANTS CAD 
5 MILLION TO UNRW| 


THE CANADIAN EMBASSY has In addition to the menfax 
announced the disbursement by amounts, Canada has . an pnw 
the Canadian International core contribution of GSWmfofl 

Development Agency (CIDA) of UN organization, raising; Its annu 
CAD5m to UNRWA. Tills disburse- contribution for the 'p* 

ment, according to the Embassy, iqqq/ 2000 bv 4ffL front CAD9 


will take place before the end of the 
Canadian -fiscal year (31 March 
1999). 

The amount Is the first part of a 
CADIOm special contribution to 
UNRWA recently announced by 
Canadian Minister for International 
Development Diane Marieaii. 

A further CADSm w|lj be dis- 
bursed to UNRWA eddy lit the next 

fiscal year (Spring ! 999). 


1999/2000 by 40% front CAD9 

I4in. ; ' T- ' 

Canada's contobtitjotis; J 
intended to s trertgtK [. UN 
capability to provide' edtrCadon 
health and soda! welfare Services 


Palestinian refugeecarnps inJ 0 ™ 
Lebanon Syria. ith'eMfesfj Ban k * 
Gaza:';. ; 
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LEGAL DISPUTES ERUPTAHEAD 



ILY — MARCH 31, 









A I.EGAL DISPUTE erupted between can- 
didates for the top seat of the Jordanian 
Press Association prior to the elections 
scheduled for April 23. 

Seif Sharif the current President or the 
association, intends to run for a third 
time after heading the association for 
two successive terms. 

"This is illegal." charged Mahmoud 
Kayed. former president of the associa- 
tion who is running for die upcoming 
elections. "Even if he has obtained a legal 
approval, somebody will call this into 
question," lie said. 

Kayed was referring to the legal opin- 
ion Sharif had attained from the Laws 
interpretation Commission at the Prime 
Ministry entitling him to run for the post 
a. third time, The derision was based on 
the fact drat die present term of the 
Association will not be completed due to 
an early election of a new president and 
council. 

The new amended law of the associa- 
tion stipulates that if its president lias 
already won two consecutive terms, lie is 
nor allowed to nominate himself for a 
third time. 

Nabil Ghishan, a member of the 
Association's council and a candidate for 
tile same position, soessed that the issue 
is decisively settled and chances for 
objection are nil, 

"In order to avoid disputes like these, 
the council took the case to the top 
authority to say the final word regarding 


JPA ELECTIONS 


Sharif's nomination.” Ghishan said. 

The new association law lias allowed 
tile extension of the term from two to 
three years, and set April as the date for 
tile elections instead of the previous date 
of July. 

Since the present tenn was to end in 
July 2000, Sharif and his supporters, 
backed by the interpretation authority 


council would pay more attention to free- 
doms of the press in order that any viola- 
tion that may occur in this respect would 
not be reported by the foreign media, but 
rather by the association itself. 

"We are more able to detect any viola- 
tions made to rhe freedom of the press 
titan any other party* he said. 

Complaining of the performance of 



Seif Sharif 


consider his presidency term as incom- 
plete. which gives him the right to tun for 
the upcoming elections. 

Apart from legal details, candidates fbr 
die membership of the council look at 
different sides of the issue promising to 
bring about the desirable changes. 

Ghishan hopes die new association 



decent lives because they arc deprived of 
their basic rights starting with their enti- 
tlements, in terms of wages and other 
incentives, and ending with press free- 
doms, "let alone the problem of unem- 
ployment among the journalists." 

Broader political issues are not typical 
platforms at JPA elections. 

Unlike other professional associations 


MV 


fan™ “ mr ' buted a n N»|jSy foTtate on cooperation in 
election hST, 

same political orientation " ews a8ency 1RNA reP d 

grams." said Momani. ^ *sday. ... . . 

“In addition, candidates worthy- Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz will lead 
public sector do not have suchS large military and political delegat.on 
for the time beine. hm i 1. Iran’s ambassador to Saudi 
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defense, security and military matters," 
he said. 

Shalirudi also said a visit by President 
Mohammad Khatami to Saudi Arabia, 
which the Iranian press had reported 
would take place during the annual pil- 
grimage to Mecca, would not go ahead. 

Bur he said he hoped a date for the 
visit would be fixed “at the earliest 
time." 

Relations between Tehran and Riyadh 
have improved considerably since the 
May 1 997 election of Khatami, followed 
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for the time being, but I hope SlomMay 1. 1™ 1 ' 5 amt3assaaor lo 3auui V,1U ^ Ull,u ,,AC ’ 
change In the coming yeas' uCbia,«ohammad-Reza Nun Shahradi time, 
explained. ' rj iRNA> Relations between 

A third reason, in his point of vie* Jibe visit "will open up new horizons have improved cons 

that the candidates’ experience ujhUfc between the two countri es on May 1997 election ol 

new law ofthejPA is still immatim:. — ■■ 

Apparently, this election is going tote If I N G F AH D HAIL 5 FI 

abolished the quotas provided (brink D I L fi B I Ml A G E 

previous law. according to Momani. rum i W w 

“In the past the nine council seatsviiw 
equally divided between the public sec- 
tor: Petra, die private sector, and fc ^ ^ hajleD Saudi officials for black cloth, 
owners of publications. Whereas the first trouble-free annual Going around the 

tenrli seat goes to the head ofthesyid-£ ® t0 , s | am a s holiest sites since ritual of the annual 

cate, he explained. But now there arc fifl? mt.™! apenrv SPA reDort- which all able-bc 


by Tehran's assumption of the presiden- 
cy of the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference. 

Former Iranian president Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani and Foreign 
Minister Kamal Kharazi visited Saudi 
Arabia last year. 

On the aviation front, the Saudi 
national carrier Saudia has announced 
it will operate flights to Tehran, Shiraz 
and Mashhad from June, while Shahradi 
said Iran Air will also operate flights to 
cities in Saudi Arabia — TEHRAN (AFP). 


ities between ine lwu kuu m»« — , 

KING FAHD HAILS FIRST DISASTER-FREE 

PILGRIMAGE SINCE 1996 


elected councils during the past years. 
Hllmi Asmar, a candidate for the coming 
council charged that "journalists are 
more reluctant now to join dteir associa- 
tion because it can no longer preserve 
the prestige and dignity of its members." 

Asmar added that journalists and oth- 
ers working in this profession do not lead 


such as die lawyers or the engineers, 
such issues as the peace treaty with 
Israel, normalization, support For the lib- 
eration movements and hailing certain 
political stands are not usual election slo- 
gans. 

According to Tareq Momani, Vice 
President of the association, the phe- 


tor: Petra the private sector, and ittL. .mp HAILED Saudi officials for 
owners of publications. Whe rea ^ble-free annual 

tentl, seat goes to the head ofthe** g"* „ lslam s sites since 
cate, he explained. "But now tax, news agency SPA ieport- 

no quotas and the number of the coundl 

seats are ten instead of nine," the ooundl de , ighted t0 learn that tire 

m hi .HHitf, . Cl r „ Ju ids of the pilgrimage to Mecca went 
J" “ dd “'°" H ? !? ,t*tout Incident or accident, and even 

fnrZ^,,,™ J ” congestion,” the king told 

So far, candidates fbr the couadl at Mlnistw Prince Be " Abd '" 

A H hi, M o 0 ah amma ?h Ti ' 1 ' ** MA a message to mark the 

Jamal Siiawaheen. I . . .. .. " ■ 8 | _!_.!!! I 


by NASER SHADID 


APPRECIATING OUR HISTORICAL SITES 


WHILE FOREIGN TOURISTS come to 
the Kingdom to get a feel or the dif- 
ferent epochs of the country's histo- 
ry, Jordanians use these same sites as 
play grounds. 

It seemed that Jordanian families 
visiting the Roman Amphitheater 
during the Eid holidays were purely 
seeking an outdoor space for their 
children to play hide and seek, while 
they hung around waiting for the 
children to get enough of running 
around and sweating ofT their energy. 

Signs of negligence by "some" par- 
ties were evident at the entrance of 
the Amphitheater where litter was 
scattered around rhe ancient stones, 
despite the presence of several 
tourist security officers. 

Nevertheless, the two museums on 
the sides of the Amphitheater 
marked high number of visitors dur- 
ing the Eid holiday. 

On the left side of the theater, the 
Museum of Jewelry and Costumes 
was frequented by over 1000 Arabs 
and more than 300 foreigners during 
the three days of the Eid, according 
to the museum ticket office. 

The museum was established in 
1970 by Sa'ideyyeh Al-Thl. wire of 
Late Prime Minister Wasft AI-lhL 

Inside, Folklore costumes that rep- 
resent cities across Jordan, made 
with different .attractive colorful 
embroidery .and complimented with 
different ornaments' a re attractively 


displayed. 

Taking the flight of stairs down to 
the right, one finds a long narrow 
hall where pieces of mosaic floors 
are exhibited. The mosaics dating 
back to the 5th and 6th centuries AD. 
were unearthed in Madaba and 
Jerash, belonging to Byzantine 
churches. 

Stepping out, one heads to the 
Folklore museum which is on the 
opposite side of the theater, where 
the largest number of visitors linger, 
according to the museum ticket mas- 
ter. 

Inside the museum there are dag- 
gers. pistols, different types of 
looms, models oT craftsmen, models 
of Bedouin women weaving and 
cooking as well as old harvest equip- 
ment. 

All are exhibited in such a way that 
demonstrates to the visitor on what 
the Circasians, Bedouins and vil- 
lagers used to be equipped with im. 
their daily life during the 18th and 
19th centuries. 

But one should never miss the 
exhibited furniture of a city house 
dating back to the 50’s. 

Arabesque tables, chairs, sofas, 
and drawers on display are all hand- 
made with a combination of wood 
and mother of pearl. 

TWo kilometers away from 1 thp . 
Amphitheater, high up on ; the 
Citadel, stands the Joirdan 
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rid tribute to "officials, both civilian and 
Hilary, for their huge efforts to guaran- 
k the success of the pilgrimage." 

Hundreds or buses and cars streamed 
jt of Mecca Tuesday, packed with 
luslim pilgrims headed home after per- 
™ing what for many was a once-in-life- 
aie journey of faith. 

After living in spartan conditions for 
ie past week, the devout traveled to the 
!ed Sea port dty of Jeddah to catch 
-gilts back home or to Medina, the sec- 
«nd holiest city in Islam after Mecca. 
"Thank God, I completed the pilgrim- 
ige. I hope 1 live long enough to come 
ack here again," Mullah A1 Shamari, 65, 
jf Kuwait, said after leaving the Grand 
Mosque where he circled die Kaaba, the 
age cubic stone structure covered ill 


black cloth. 

Going around the Kaaba is an essential 
ritual of the annual pilgrimage, or Haj, 
which all able-bodied Muslims are 
required to perform at least once in their 
lifetime if they can afford it. 

Al Shamari. his head shaved in a tradi- 
tion dating back to Prophet Mohammad's 
pilgrimage 1400 years ago, exchanged 
congratulations with friends and relatives 
as they left the Grand Mosque. 

Almost everyone who makes the pil- 
grimage to Mecca also visits Medina to 
pay homage at the tomb of Prophet 
Mohammad in the Mosque ol the 
Prophet, or Masjid Al Nabawi, the second 
most venerable place of worship ill Islam 

after the Grand Mosque. 

Other famous mosques ill Medina are 
Masjid Al Taqwa, which stands on the site 
of Islam's first mosque; the Ghanianiah, 
where the Prophet prayed for rain and the 
Sabaq mosque, which was the site of the 

original festival prayers. 

This year about 1.7 million pilgrims 
performed the Haj, which historically lias 
been a means of bringing together the 
many races and nations that make up the 
I billion strong Muslim community. 

In 1998. 2.3 million Haj pilgrims came 
to Saudi Arabia. The drop this year was 
attributed to economic turmoil in 


Southeast Asia, especially Indonesia, and 
low oil prices affecting Middle Eastern 
nations brought down the number of pil- 
grims. 

The strongest representation at the Haj 
every year has been from Indonesia, 
which has the largest Muslim population. 

On Tliesday. the streets or Mecca were 
relatively free of the traffic chaos of the 
last few days. Not as many car horns were 
heard: crossing the streets was easier and 
getting a tabic in restaurants was no 

longer a waiting game. 

On Monday night, Mecca was awash in 
a celebratory mood with residents and 
pilgrims alike socializing in the streets. 
Stores stayed open late, letting pilgrims 
pick up some last souvenirs. 

Meanwhile, a Saudi newspaper report- 
ed Tuesday that more than 160 Asian 
nationals died of natural causes during 
the annual Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Saudi Gazette, quoting officials at 
Asian consulates, said the greatest num- 
ber of dead, 53. were from Indonesia, 
while about 40 Indians and a similar num- 
ber of Pakistanis died, as well as 30 
Malaysians. 

Heart attacks or chronic illnesses were 
the major causes of death — MECCA 
(AGENCIES). 



Saudi FM, Prince Saud al-Faisal, at a press conference In 
Moscow yesterday- 


BELGIAN PROSECUTOR WANTS 
SEVEN-YEAR TERM FOR 
ALGERIAN ACTIVIST 

BELGIUM’S PUBLIC PROSECUTOR on Tuesday urged a court here lo hand 
down a seven-year jail term on an a liege tl ringleader of an Algerian armed 

Islamic gang, in the trial of 1 1 militants. . .. , 

The state's representative said that Farid Melouk, 33, should go to jail ft- 

seven years and called lur a five-year sentence for Mohammad ISndnchc. -9. 

also known ns Mohammad Talhi. . . . . 

Melon k is charged with attempted niurdeT. associating with criminals and 

possession of explosives and prohibited weapons. He and Uedache allegedly 
ran the gang, and were described by the prosecution as combatants, not unli- 

nary criminals. , , . ^ 

The II defendants are allegedly members of the Armed Islamist Giuup 

(GIA), the most radical up in arms against the secular government in Algeria 

since the January 1992 cancellation ofthe second round of general elections. 

Melouk, an Algerian-born French national, was convicted in absentia in 

February 1998 in Paris and sentenced to seven years in prison for his part in 

a ring which lent logistical support to the GIA near Lyon, ^'^al France. 

He was arrested after a gun battle with police on March 5, 1998, in l 


February 1998 in Paris and sentenced to seven years in prison tor pan 
a ring which lent logistical support to the GIA near Lyon, centra! France. 

He was arrested after a gun battle with police on March 5, 1998, in l 

Brussels neighborhood of Ixelles. 

Sentences of up to four years were requested for the trial s nine other defen- 
dants — BRUSSELS (AFP). 


PEACE CANAL' PROMISES AB U N D ANT 
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CITADEL HILL 



Archeological museum where scores 
of visitors frequent the site for a 

spectacti far view of Amman. 

The. ticket master could not give 
an estimate of the number of visi- 
tors. since rhe tickets have not l?een 
counted yet. i. 


The Citadel museum was estab- the historical epochs plldwsithfeiW : 
lislied in 1951. It contains an archeo- for to obtain " a, *A*.*?5 
logical collection dating back, to the Jordan’s rich erasi arid brthp deve-. 
stqnd. age ( 1 000 , t)0Q years ago) up to opmentof dvil i za tibns ItH'at !nb® P';‘ 

the Islamic Era (63.6 AD). ' ed: the area.' ■ ^ ^ < 5 

Thq; chronological' arrangement of .■ 
exhibits, mad e^in : ' ' accordance . with. * : .; ; ! ". 
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ARAB 

WATCH 



A SAUDI NEWSPAPER called Tliesday for NATO to mount a 
ground offensive in Kosovo, saying air strikes alone were not 
enough to save die Kosovar Muslims from “genocide’ 1 by the 
Serbs. "The capacity of NATO's air campaign to save the 
Muslims of Kosovo from the genocide being perpetrated by the 
Serbs is doubtful," said the daily Al Madina. “So long ns NATO 
rules out the option of a ground war, the objective of saving the 
Muslims of Kosovo will be impossible, 11 it said. Al Jazira, anoth- 
er Saudi newspaper, said Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Sand Al 
Faisal’s current visit to Moscow was part of the kingdom's 
efforts “to halt the ethnic cleansing’ 1 in Kosovo — RIYADH 
(AFP). 




SAUDI COMMERCE MINISTER Osama Benjafar Faqih left for 
Japan on Tliesday for talks on the kingdom's bid to join the 
World Ttade Organization (WTO), the official news agency SPA 
said. It snid that Faqih, travelling at the head or the team nego- 
tiating for membership, would meet senior Japanese officials 
and “review with them the kingdom's desire to join die WTO” 
— RIYADH (AFP). 
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THE UNITED ARAB Emirates plans to hold naval exercises with 
US and British forces in the Gulf to raise its fighting ability, the 
official WAM news agency reported on Tuesday. It said the 
maneuvers, code-named iron Fist 99, would be held in the next 
few days but gave no specific date or details — DUBAI (R). 



In Bahrain 

BAHRAIN'S YOUTH POPULATION is on die increase, with 60 
percent of its nationals under the age of 25, official figures 
showed on Tliesday. The total population, according to Figures 
from the central statistics organization, went up last year to 
642,972, an increase of 3.6 percent over 1997. Bahrainis 
account for 60 percent of the population in the Gulf archipel- 
ago, where 391 ,000 nationals live alongside 252,000 expatriate 
workers, mostly from die Indian sub-continent. Gulf Arab states 
are trying to cut their reliance on foreign labor, partly due to 
their young populations. Around 40 percent of ail Gulf nation- 
als are under 1 5 — MANAMA (AH*). 







VIETNAM WILL EXPORT more than S10 million worth of agri- 
cultural machines to Iraq, the ministry of agriculture and rural 
development said Tliesday. Hanoi received the green light from 
the United Nations last month for the exports which include 
more than 10,300 diesel motors, water pumps and spare parts 
for agricultural machinery, the ministry said, The first shipment 
is planned for May. The Thoi Bao Klnh.The (Economic Times) 
newspaper reported that the exports Would be used to pay off 
part of the S360 million in debt incurred to Iraq during the 
Vietnam war. Hanoi maintains strong ties with Baghdad and 
supports the lifting of the UN embargo against Iraq — HANOI 
(AFP). 



a 


EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT HOSNI Mubarak has decided to send 
emergency humanitarian aid to Albanian refugees in Kosovo, 
his Foreign Minister Amr Mussa said Tliesday. The medical and 
food aid .'will be distributed to the refugees through the 
Egyptian Red Crescent, he said — CAIRO (AFP). 
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SOUTH AFRICAN PRESIDENT Nelson 
Mandela telephoned Libyan President 
Moammar Qadliafi on Tliesday to assure 
him their Lockerbie deal. 

“fMandelaJ confirmed to brother leader 
(Qadhafi! that things were going as desired 
and in accordance with the agreement with 
the United Nations over the Lockerbie 
issue,” the official Libyan news agency 
JANA, monitored in Tlmis, said. 

South Africa and Saudi Arabia helped 
persuade Libya this month to agree to 
extradite the two men by April 6 for trial in 
the Netherlands under Scottish law and by 
a Scottish court. 

The United Nations is to arrange their 
transport. 

The UN Security Council said last week it 
would abide by Its resolutions to suspend 
sanctions, imposed In 1992 and tightened 


in 1993, as soon as the two suspects 
arrived. 

Bur Libya on Tuesday expressed 
concern about the possible abduction of 
the two suspects during their transfer to 
the Netherlands for 
trial. 

Libya drew the Security Council's atten- 
tion to a Voice of America broadcast recall- 
ing that the United States would pay a 
reward of two million dollars for any infor- 
mation leading to the arresr of the pair. 

In a letter to the council, Libyan 
Ambassador Abuzed Omar Dorda suggest- 
ed that the broadcast's intention was “to 
entice adventurers seeking the reward into 
abducting the two suspects while they are 
on their way to the Netherlands.” 

He queried die timing of the March 25 
broadcast, “after the relevant agreements 


were reached through the secretary gencr. 
al of die United Nations" with South Africa 
and Saudi Arabian mediation to secure d* 
transfer of the two Libyan suspects. 

The chief UN legal counsel, Hans CohH 

is to accompany the suspects during tfa 
transfer from Libya to the Netherlands for 
trial, western diplomats said Tliesday. 

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard meamrift 
told a news briefing here that UN chiefKofi 
Annan would not travel to Libya for the 
transfer. 

Eckhard refused to say whether Libya 
had informed the United Nations ofa spr- 
cific date for the transfer. 

“The transfer of the suspects must be 
carried out in the greatest confidentiality. If 
all goes according to plan, you shouldn't ) 
get word that they have left Llhya until i 
after that has happened,” Eckhard said — ; 
TUNIS (R). 
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MOROCCAN RIGHTS GROUPS 
UNITE ON DISAPPEARANCES 


UGANDA ARRESTS 104 
SUDANESE REBELS 


MOROCCO’S HUMAN RIGHTS groups said on 
Tliesday they have set up a joint committee to 
push the Socialist-led government to uncover the 
Fate of scores of political activists who have dis- 
appeared since the 1960s. 

In October, Moroccan authorities released 28 
political prisoners under King Hassan’s orders to 
clean up the country's human rights record with- 
in six months. The king also ordered an investi- 
gation to determine the fate of 121 people 
reported missing by their families. 

But a joint statement by the rights groups 


denounced what it said was rhe “lack of positive 
indications in the process to solve the issue of 
disappearances in Morocco.” 

The committee is made up of four human 
rights groups, Morocco's bar association, former 
political prisoners and families of disappeared 
activists. 

“The committee calls on the authorities to set- 
tle the files of forced disappearances and comply 
with international taws on human rights," the 
statement said — RABAT (R). 


THE UGANDAN ARMY has 
detained 104 Sudanese rebels 
who were recently found selling 
guns in northern Uganda, a local 
newspaper, quoting a military offi- 
cer, reported Tliesday. Brigadier 
Wamala Katumba, the aimy com- 
mander in northern Uganda, said 
the rebel fighters will soon be 
taken back to southern Sudan, lie 
added. “We are a stubborn lot. Ws 
cannot charge them within the . 
Ugandan law," Brigadier Kanwiba , 
said — KAMPALA (AFP). ' 
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US RETRACTS STATEMENT 
ON ISRAEL'S COMPLIANCE WITH WYE 


When 
pressed to 
ft £j25 i! Point out 

what condi ' 
tions the 
Palestinians 
have not 

*5^:^ met yet, die 

source 
admitted that the. Palestinians 
have done enough as expected, 
but added that it is clear that 
both sides are not going tq do 
more until after the Israeli elec- 
tions. 

"Both sides are going to put 
the Wye implementation on 
hold until after the elections. 
We know, and we accepted rhe 
fact that nothing is going to be 
implemented on Wye until after 
the elections," he said. 

The source admitted that the 
Clinton Administration is con- 
cerned about Palestinian 
President, Yasser Arafat's inten- 
tion to declare a Palestinian 
state on May 4. 

"The only thing we arefocus- 
ing on is the issue of May 4 on 
Palestinian statehood, and what 
can be dope to: continue the 


fight against terrorism until up 
and after the May 1 7 elections 
because those are the two 
issues that can influence most 
of the Israeli people and the 
elections, and help or hurt the 
peace process the most. If we 
can succeed in getting passed 
the May 4 without a huge upris- 
ing or violence, and If we can 
succeed in preventing terrorist 
attacks which goes to the heart 
of Israel's fear, until and after 
the elections, then that takes 
away issues that help (Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin| 
Netanyahu in his reelectlon 
campaign,” he said. 

On whether the Clinton 
Administration is taking for 
granted that Arafat wilj delay 
the declaration of statehood on 
May 4, the source said no one is 
taking It for granted. 

- "But we would expect and 
hope that he would riot declare 
a state because we know that 
everything that has been done, 
Including the positive words 
and meetings that we had with 
the Palestinians and the freez- 
ing out of the current. Israeli 


government will be for nothing 
if he declares a state and then 
the Israelis would move in with 
force,” he said. 

The source believes that the 
European Union's declaration in 
Berlin this week was very posi- 
tive in terms of the Palestinian 
rights on statehood. 

"That statement was a way of 
giving Arafat something he can 
use with his people. These are 
ail positive things that he can 
make to his people understand 
that they need to wait until 
after the elections,” he said 

Meanwhile In Tel Aviv, The 
Associated Press quoted US 
Embassy spokesman . Larry 
Schwartz as saying that the US 
position calling on both sides 
to implement the agreement 
immediately had not changed. 

"The issue is not who goes 
first,” said Schwartz. "Rather 
than focus on sequence, the 
government of Israel should 
focus on iihplementing Its 
obligati ohs.” 

Schwartz said . that the 
Palestinians had ihet 'some of 
their obligations under the 


accord's second phase, "partic- 
ularly with respect to fighting ■ 
terror," but lagged on other 
obligations, like reducing the 
size of the Palestinian polite 
force and collecting illegal 

weapons. '■ 

Schwartz reiterated Rubin'* -! 
Monday statements saying I 
Israel had not fulfilled any of it* . j 
obligations under the accord'* , 
second phase, including reles* 
ing Palestinian security prison 

ersfrom Israeli jails; opening a 

so-called "safe passage" Tot 
Palestinians to travel .betweeh, 
the Gaza . Strip and the 
Bank; allowing a seaport W bj. 
opened - in Gaza Cltyt , a ™ 
pulling troops out of p®rt*,C 
the West Bank. . , 

Netanyahu ; froze lmp)e®!$$ 

ration of the ,acC ®!! : 
December, accusing ■■■ “g* 
Palestinians^ failing 
anti-Israel violence; Th|| 
; Palestinians, say Netanyahu ' 
kept- the accords frozen '"* 7 
{' appease hard-line vofer?>» 

'■ advance of May T7 electlOI^ 
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Profit and Loss Statement for the years ended Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 



SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT: ARAB BANK 
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AL EST 1 NIANS, ISRAELI ARABS MAR K 

LAND DAY WITH RALLIES, CLASHES 
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iEU ARABS ON Tuesday 
ijcfcd their annual Land Day 
a strike, marches and ral- 
while Palestinians in the 
st Bank marked it with dash- 
Ith Israeli soldiers, 
and Day - which commemo- 
9 the killing on March 30 , 
g t of six Israeli Arabs who 
| protesting government 
ipipts to confiscate their 
\ is marked each year with 
ests and rallies, and often 
clashes between demon- 
Stors and Israeli soldiers and 

jfee. 

sports from the West Bank 
fege of Beit Ummar, near 
ffiron, said dozens of stone- 
pwing Palestinian youths 
tidied with Israeli soldiers 
^ retaliated by shooting mb- 
Kcoated metal bullets and 
P gas. According to uncon- 
med reports, one Palestinian 


was hurt. 

The Palestinians were 
protesting Israeli attempts to 
confiscate their land to expand 
or build Jewish settlements and 
bypass roads. 

Protests against Israeli con- 
fiscation of Arab land was the 
theme of this year’s Land Day 
activities inside population cen- 
ters in north, central and south 
Israel. 

Most of the Arab cities and 
towns inside Israel on Tuesday 
observed a general strike called 
by the Follow Up Committee of 
Arab Leaders in Israel to mark 
the annual anniversary of Land 
Day. 

In the West Bank, some com- 
mercial centers shut down their 
shops for one hour between 10 
and 1 1 in the morning. 

The central Land Day rally 
was held in the town of 
Sakhnin. north Israel. Reports 


from Sakhnin said speeches at 
the rally concentrated on the 
issue of Arab land in Israel and 
equality between Arabs and 
Jews. 

Rallies were also held on 
Rouha land, near Urn Al Fahm, 
northern Israel, which is slated 
to be turned into an Israeli 
army shooting range. The Arabs 
in Israel want this land to be 
developed into a community 
for Arabs. 

A rally was also held in the 
Negev district in southern 
Israel. Attended by Arab mem- 
bers of Israel’s Knesset (parlia- 
ment) and local leaders, the 
rally focused on equality for 
Arabs inside Israel. 

Reports said police kept a 
low profile during the rallies 
which ended without any inci- 
dent — OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(DPA). 
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ISRAELI HELICOPTER ATTACKS 
LEBANESE ARMY, 4 WOUNDED 


ISRAELI HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS apparently 
pursuing guerrilla infiltrators hit a 
Lebanese army outpost in southern 
Lebanon on Tuesday, wounding an officer 
and three soldiers, Lebanese security offi- 
cials said. 

The officials said that Lebanese army 
anti-aircraft gunners opened up at the air- 
craft, which retreated into the Israeli-occu- 
pied zone in the south. 

The two-hour strafing hit the Lebanese 


army outpost at Jinem, the officials said on 
customary condition of anonymity. 

An Israeli army spokesman said in 
Jerusalem that Israeli helicopters attacked 
suspected guerrillas moving north oF the 
occupation zone. 

The spokesman, speaking on condition 
oF anonymity, did not mention that 
Lebanese soldiers were wounded. 

The Lebanese army position in the south- 
ern Bekaa Valley is the most forward out- 


post in the area, some 25 kilometers east of 
Rashaya on the foothills of Mount Hermou. 

The security officials said the four 
wounded men were evacuated by ambu- 
lances to nearby hospitals. 

Tuesday’s attack was the first this year 
against the Lebanese army, which has large- 
ly stayed neutral in the conflict between 
Israeli troops and Lebanese guerrillas seek- 
ing to end the occupation of the border 
zone — RASHAYA, Lebanon (AP). 


AfP PHOTO 


(FILES) Latin Patriarch of the Holy Land, 
Michel Sabbah. 
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POSSIBLE VISIT by Pope John Paul II to the Holy Land “remains 
jbpe in the heart of the Holy Father," Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem 
chel Sabbah said Tuesday. 

“He will come, he will pray, he will convey to us a message or 
ustice, truth, peace and reconciliation," the Patriarch said in his 

nnual Easter message. _ ; 

="We hope, of course, that such a pilgrimage^ will not be made 

ctim of political interpretations and conflicts." 

Israeli officials have said Pope John Paul 1 ! will visit Israel and tne ■ 
lestlnian areas In March or next year. The Vatican has not con- 
fined this date. 

Patriarch Sabbah also called for reconciliation between Muslims, 

hristians and Jews: . 

"Can the coming elections |ln Israel] give leaders enough 
trength, enough wisdom, enough openness, to guarantee seciirl- 
y to the Israelis and complete freedom and Independence to the 
alestlnians?" he asHed, "Could they guarantee equal dignity to 
'both Israelis and Palestinians?" • > 

] The Patriarch ended his message praying for peace in die Holy. 


,- 4 V.‘ i w?'Sa 
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to place In oqr spirits His spirit of Justice and reconciliation,’ he 
said — OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (DPA). ... . , ; ■•= '■ 1 
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A Palestinian child with *a to V rifle rushes past an Israeli soldier whs. was tahiag position at the Wes. 
Bank village of Beit Omar during a stone throwing incident o» Tuesday 
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UN PANEL: DATA ON IRAQ'S DANGEROUS 
WEAPONS LARGELY, BUT NOT TOTALLY, COMPLETE 


A KEY 20-MEMBER panel on Iraqi arms concluded 
that intrusive inspections were needed under a 
restructured UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
to account for Baghdad's remaining weapons of 
mass destruction. 

But the panel's report, given to Secretary 
General Kofi Annan on Monday, proposed no 
Inducement for Iraq to allow any UN weapons 
inspectors back in the country. They left after 
mid-December US-British bombing raids. 

“It is in the hands of the Security Council to 
devise ways of ensuring that Iraq accepts such 
monitoring and verification," the panel wrote. 

The report, requested by the Security Council, 
is an ntrempt to provide a basis Tor formularing a 
policy towards Iraq that its divided 150 members 
could accept. The panel included arms experts 
and government officials. 

It recommended disarmament procedures car- 
ried out in the past could be combined with a 


monitoring system, which would be "if anything 
more intrusive than the one so far practiced." 

Couched In opaque diplomatic language, the 
report says data on Iraq's dangerous weapons is 
largely but not totally complete, thereby allowing 
the United States and Britain to maintain strin- 
gent UN sanctions. ■ 

Security Council resolutions link any removal 
of sanctions to a clean bill of health on its nuclear, 
ballistic missile, chemical and biological weapons 
programs. 

But the report also opens the door for coun- 
tries sympathetic to Iraq, like Russia. France and 
China, to move against UNSCOM, currently in 
charge of Iraqi disarmament, which they want 
abolished or radically changed. 

It says UNSCOM's composition could possibly 
include technical experts as well as UN secretari- 
at delegates, diplomats, and representatives from 
the Hague-based Organization for the Prohibition 


of Chemical weapons (OPCW). 

Some arms experts believe such a structure, 
which Russia proposed in January, would politi- 
cize UNSCOM further. 

In an apparent reference to alleged espionage 
by the United States, the panel says inspections 
“should not be used for purposes other than the 
ones set forth" by the council. 

Scott Ritter, a former UN inspector, has charged 
that Washington used UNSCOM to obtain infor- 
mation on how Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
could be removed rather than where he might 
have hidden the dangerous weapons. 

Celso Amorim, Brazil's UN ambassador who 
headed the disarmament panel, said the objec- 
tive was to explore alternatives “that might 
enlarge the scope of political options for the 
Security Council and I think it did just that." 

Amorim, who spoke to reporters after giving 
the report to Annan, chairs two other panels set 


RITTER CALLS FOR LIFTING 
IRAQ'S UN SANCTIONS 


up by the council on Iraq: on humanitarian prol> 
lems and on compensation to prisoners and prtm. 

erty seized by during Baghdad's 1990 occuoatfem l 
of Kuwait. 

He said the council could take up all three 
reports as early as next week. 

The disarmament report said that Iraq's pm- 
hibited arms could be checked by combining the 
current inspection and monitoring program. A 
transition to monitoring is usually associated 
with easing sanctions, imposed after Baghdad 
troops invaded Kuwait in August 1990, 

But by noting that Iraq had not disclosed the 
full scope of its program, particularly on biologi- 
cal weapons, the report recognized that disarma- 
ment was not complete. 

The panel emphasized thar the "bulk" of Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction programs had been 
eliminated, but noted that "important elements 
still have to be resolved"— UNITED NATIONS (R). 
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IRAQ HAS ALREADY been disarmed and no 
longer poses a threat to its neighbors. For- 
mer UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter said 
in an interview published on Tuesday. 

“Today, Iraq no longer possesses arms of 
mass destruction,” Ritter told the London- 
based Arabic newspaper Al Mayor. 

"Where are the biological amis factories? 
They have been destroyed. Where are the 
chemical weapons factories? They have 
been destroyed," said Ritter, a former US 
Marine. 

His latest comments, after a series of 
press interviews since resigning in August 
from UN arms inspection teams, contrasted 
with the reasons which Ritter gave for his 
resignation. 


At the time, he accused Washington of 
blocking intrusive inspections' of Iraqi sites. 

Ritter went Dn to warn in September that 
Baghdad still possessed mosr of the ele- 
ments needed to build three nuclear 
bombs, although it lacked the enriched ura- 
nium. 

But in Al Hayat, he said the nuclear pro- 
gram had been "destroyed and disman- 
tled," the same as Iraq's long-range mis- 
siles. 

"What's left in Iraq? Nothing but seeds 
which can be planted and cultivated. They 
have scientists and the know-how which 
they could decide to reactivate if they are 
given the freedom," he said. 

Ritter said it was time for the UN Security 


Council to lift the economic sanctions 
linked to disarmament that have been in 
force since Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

But a system of long-term monitoring of 
Iraqi weapons programs, rather than 
inspections, should remain in place, he 
said. 

Ritter renewed his charges that the 
United States tried to transform UN arms 
inspections into a "spying operation" 
aimed at toppling Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

“But it’s an impossible dream," said 
Ritter, whom Baghdad often accused of spy- 
ing for Washington — DUBAI (AFP). 
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PENTAGON! YUGOSLAVIA, IRAQ 
MIGHT LOOK TO COOPERATE 

YUGOSLAVIA AND IRAQ might look for ways to cooperate militar- 
ily In the face of a If attacks by US and allied warplanes, the 
Pentagon said Monday, noting that both- countries have similar 
Soviet-style air defenses. 

Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon said “it certainly would not 
be surprising If they talked. These are two countries both subject 
to attack by forces within NATO." . 

"Tliey both have primarily Sovlet-bullt or purchased air defense 
systems. And they are both subject to International embargoes, 
which limits their ability to purchase weapons and spare parts. 

“So they might obviously look for ways to work together to 
complement or supplement each other's systems." he said . 

London's Sunday Telegraph reported that Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic has agreed to' help Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein rebuild his air forces - and particularly his air defenses - in 
return for Iraqi help in withstanding allied air assaults. 

The report said a military delegation led by Lieutenant General 
Javan Djukovlc, Serbia's deputy defense minister, visited Baghdad 
shortly before the NATO air campaign began to explore ways In 
which they could cooperate. 

It followed an earlier visit to Baghdad by Ivan Ivanovich, a Serb 
chemical and biological weapons expert, on March 9, the newspa- 
per said. 

^ 1 " ■ 

.Tm sure that the Yugoslavs believe that the Iraqis have learned 
a thing or two over the last seven years in dealing with western 
aircraft, . Bacon said, "What they've: learned is that they haven't 
been isble todealWirti it very successfully And j hope they Impart-’ 
edtbat informatipiito the Yugoslavs* ^ WASHINGTON (AFP) : ! 


SOMALI AID OFFICIAL SAYS 


ISLAMISTS KILLED US WORKER 

AL OF a Somali aid came to Kabaweyne's rescue, arrival a r Kiunga health center southern Somalia, elders con 
on Tuesday firing in the air to scare away in Kenya's Indian Ocean coast, tacted by radio said. 

ihTAI of j** «*"•* ■* a- *«* where her Somali colleagues * lt | had | s , powerful fimda 
maa ai isiam of ing. drove | ier a ft er the attack. „ .. _ _ „ . 

lief worker Deena Umbarger worked for the Umbarger. a UMCOR consul- menCallst 8 rou P advoc3ting th 

ger oil March 20. United Methodist Committee rant was in a mission to assess formation of an Islamic govern 

nation was carried United on Relief (UMCOR). the humanitarian needs in parts ment in Somalia t NAIR08 

3d gunman Ahmad She was pronounced dead on of tlie Lower Juba region in (AFP). 


A TOP OFFICIAL OF a Somali aid 
organization on Tuesday 
accused the armed Islamist 
group Al Itihad Al Islam of 
killing US relief worker Deena 
Marie Umbarger on March 20. 

The assassination was carried 
out by Al Itihad gunman Ahmad 
Kabaweyne, said Ahnrad 
Hussein, the program manager 
of the Somali Community 
Service (SCS), a non-govern- 
mental organization based in 
Kenya. 

Hussein was in Umbarger's 
company j when she was shot 
dead in the Klamboni area of 
southern Somalia. 

"He [Kabqweyne| entered the 
restaurant where people seated 
on a big mat to eat and discuss 
work plans and opened fire on 
Umbarger at point-blank range, 
after which terrified elders 
Jumped to their Feet to catch 
the attacker," Hussein told AFP. 

But . three other gunmen, 
including one known as 
Abduimalik (the. slave of God), 


mentalist group advocating the 
formation of an Islamic govern- 
ment in Somalia t NAIROBI 
(AFP). 
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US First Lady Hillary R. Clinton visits orphans in Murrakcsh, Morocco Tuosikiy* 
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'PROGRESS IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND PEACE TALKS' 


BELFAST (AFP) — There were 
reports Tuesday of progress in 
last-ditch talks aimed at rescu- 
ing the Northern Ireland peace 
process, as British Premier 
Tony Blair proposed an interim 
government Tor the troubled 
province. 

A British official said there 
were "glimmers of hope" that 
marathon talks between rival 
Protestant and Roman Catholic 
politicians led by Biair and his 
Irish counterpart Bertie Ahern 
would end in success. 

London wants a solution to 
be reached by Frjday, the first 
anniversary of last year’s his- 
toric peace accord. 

The implementation of the 
deal has been stalled for 
months over Protestant 


demands for IRA disarmament 
before its political wing Sinn 
Fein can enter the new power- 
shnring government in Belfast. 

Blair suggested that the 
British-ruled province's admin- 
istration could be established 
in “shadow" form, without 
powers, for an interim period. 

The transfer of powers from 
London to Belfast, which 
London had hoped to enact 
this week would be delayed to 
give time to establish “trust 
between the parties" and 
remove the gun from politics. 

The British Broadcasting 
Corporation, BBC, meanwhile, 
reported that a deal was 
being thrashed out under 
which Sinn Fein would be 
allowed to take up its cabinet 


seats in return for a commit- 
ment for an IRA arms han- 
dover within weeks. 

If Sinn Fein reneged on the 
agreement, the BBC added, it 
would be expelled from the 
government with the support 
of the moderate Roman 
Catholic Social Democratic 
and Labor Party (SDLP), whose 
votes would be needed for 
such a move. 

Publicly, both Sinn Fein and 
David THmble's Protestant 
Ulster Unionists dismissed 
any possibility of a deal along 
either of these scenarios. 

But a spokesman for the 
SDLP said that “progress" had 
been achieved, declining to 
comment any further. 
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MALAYSIA TO KILL MORE THAN A MILLION 
PIGS IN FIGHTAGAINST MYSTERY VIRUS 
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lawlA LUMPUR CAP) — Malaysia "will destroy more than one million 
pigs to help curb a mysterious pig-bome vims that has daimed 69 lives, 
the deputy prime minister said Ibesday. 

Authorities are struggling to identify an outbreak of viral encephali- 
tis that has stricken its pig-farming industry since October but has 
recently triggered a national health scare. 

The latest five victims all of whom were pig famreis died Monday. 
The government had initially said that some 350,000 pigs would be 
slaughtered in certain villages of the worst-hit states of Negeri 
Sembilan and Perak. 

Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said Tuesday that an 
additional 950,000 pigs, from other villages or Negeri Sembilan would 
be slaughtered to prevent the virus from spreading, the national 
Bemaina news agency reported. 

Health officials had initially identified tire disease as Japanese 
Encephalitis, which infects pigs and can be traiismitted to humans 
through the bite of the Cul$x mosquito. But only 18 of the deaths have 
'been traced to Hie disease. • ■ . 

Now, officials suspect a new strain or the Hendra vims, which they 

fear is transmitted by direct contact with infected pigs, both alive and 
dead. . , 

little is known about the Hendra virus, which was first detected in' 
Australia where it killed racehorses and three hurtians in 1994. 


Symptoms are similar to Japaneseenccphalin 

tual coma and possible death. Both can cause inflammation of the 
brain. 

American experts from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention have set up a laboratory with advanced equipment to help 
Malaysian doctors identify the disease. 

Soldiers, covered head-to-toe, in space-like suits have entered pig- 
farming villages as part of a massive campaign to shoot pigs. Many res- 
idents have fled their homes fearing the outbreak. Many pig farmers, 
however, have refused to abandon their pigs or allow them to be 
slaughtered without compensation. Before the dutbreak, a pig was 
worth between 300 and 600 ringgit (S80-155). 

Abdullah on Ibesday said the government planned to set up a trust 
fund for pig fanners that would pay 50 ringgit ($13) for each pig 
destroyed by the government 

An additional 3 ringgit (80 cents) would be Included for each pig vol- 
untarily killed by farmers, said Abdullah, who is also chairman of a 10- 
ministry task force recently created to eradicate the virus. The Health 
Ministry, on Monday advised all workers in contact with pigs towear 
clothing that fully covers the body. In the event of contact with the ani- 
mals, particularly body fluids, urine or feces, people should wash them- 
selves immediately witlvstrqng soap or detergent, whidi is believed to 
kill the Hendra vims. '* ' 
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CHINESE POLICE CHARGE 
TEENAGE DISSIDENT 


BEIJING (AP) — Chinese police 
formally arresred a 19-year-old 
dissident Tiiesday on subversion 
chaises, a move a Hong Kong- 
based rights group reared herald- 
ed a stiff sentence. 

Police in Xuzhou city, in east- 
ern Jiangsu province, had been 
holding Wang Yingzheng since 
they seized him Feb. 26 at a simp 
where* he was photocopying an 
article he wrote about official 
corruption in China, the Hong 
Kong-based Infonnation Center 
ofHuman Rights and Democratic 
Movement in China said. 

Police notified his family 
Ibesday morning that Wang had 


been formally arrested for “sub- 
verting state power," a charge 
punishable by a prison sentence 
of 10 years or more, the group 
said. 

Wfang wrote that the ruling 
Communist Party would not be 
able to root out corruption in 
government unless it allowed 
opposition parties and freed 
news media from stale control, 
according to the group. 

A recent higli school graduate. 
Wing went to Wuhan last August 
to help Qin Yongmin, a veteran 
dissident who was trying to help 
organize an opposition group, 
the China Democracy Party. 


S. LEONE'S RUF WELCOMES 
GOVT GREEN LIGHT 
FOR TALKS 

ABIDJAN (AFP) — Sierra Front (RUF), ill a telephone 
Leonean rebels on Tiiesday interview from the Burkina 
hailed, with reservations, p aso capital. 

President Ahinad Tejnn T | 1C decision to allow 


Kabbah's decision to allow Sankoh| who was sentenced to 
tlieir jailed leader, Today dMth 0ctober on treason 
Santo h to meet in Tbgo with and has bc e„ in prater- 

his field commanders. . - _ ' „ rA 

“We 1 cautiously welcome the t,TC custo y or oy ' 
news. We hope It's the start or mMt neld commanders of h s 

• !• ■ If _ 1 ,^. , ■ Dili. 


a process that will lead to last- 
ing and sustainable peace." 
said Omrie Golley, spokesman 
for the Revolutionary United 


forces had been a key' RUF 
demand. 

The meeting is to go ahead 


for the Revolutionary United after April 1 8 in Togo. 

SIX KILLED IN BRAZIL 
PRISON SHOUT-OUT 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — Five hostage during a bid /to 


inmates and one guard were compound Sunday, 
killed in a shoot-out after a failed said. ,■ . : . - • , . 'j&IPi/', \ 

; „ escape bid at a prison in north- ' Military police stom^-^Vt' 
em Brazil, the .government-run compound MoridSy apd ^.flfe ; 
Estado news agency reported. fight ensued with ■; Grtned ; 

’. ' A group of prisoners, at the victs. ■ ■? ‘X: • 

. Santa Isabel penitentiary^ in Para ’ The •’ uprising was. 
state, took 36 ; prison visitors quelled and the hostages n^- 1 
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sitors quelled and the hostages 


JAPAN SAYS SPY SHIPS 
WERE NORTH KOREAN 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan said it will lodge a formal 
protest with North Korea after accusing the 
reclusive communist state on Ibesday of send- 
ing a pair of spy ships into Japanese territorial 

waters last week. 

While Tbkyo had previously noted the two 
ships fled toward North Korean waters after 
ignoring orders to stop, the announcement 
marked the first public statement confirming 
speculation they were from North Korea. 

“The government has determined that the 
vessels were North Korean spy ships," said 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Hlromu Nonaka, die 
government's top spokesman. As a result, 
Japanese diplomatic missions in Beijing and 
New York have been instructed to deliver a 


protest to North Korea, Nonaka said. The two 
neighboring countries have no diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

Tokyo has been unhappy with Pyonyang’s 
response to a demand that it turn over the 
unidentified ships, both, of which bore false 
Japanese names. 

North Korea says it had nothing to do with 
the Incursion and has accused Japan of fabri- 
cating the incident to rally pariiamentary sup- 
port for new bills aimed at increasing Japan's 
regional military role. 

But Japanese officials say they will continue 
pressing for the return of the ships. "We are 
seeking a response through different channels, 
but the reaction from North Korea has been far 


from sincere, far from satisfactory," said 
Akitaka Saiki, a spokesman for the prime min- 
ister. 

The boats were spotted off Japan’s western 
coast early last week and were chased through 
Japanese waters for about 24 hours. 

Their refusal to halt led to the firing of warn- 
ing shots, the first since 1953, and a Cabinet 
derision to send in naval destroyers for their 
first maritime pursuit in the postwar era. 

The incident came days after Japan's 
Parliament began debate on bills to bolster the 
country's military alliance with the United 
States. Ruling party officials have said the 
incursion demonstrates the need for quick pas- 
sage of the legislation. 


UN REPORT CRITICIZES 
MISCONDUCT AGAINST 
PREGNANT US INMATES 


MANILA DARES BEIJING 
TO TAKE SPRATLYS 
ROW TO COURT 


GENEVA (AFP) — A UN report 
made public Tuesday lambast- 
ed the large-scale shackling of 
female prisoners ill US jails 
who were pregnant and even 
about to give birth. 

The report by special rappor- 
teur on violence against 
women, Radhika Coomaraswamy, 
also denounced what it called 
widespread sexual abuse of 
female inmates by male prison 
guards. 

"Women in labor are also 
shackled during transport to 
hospital and soon after the 
baby is born. The special rap- 
porteur even heard of one case 
where shackles were kept oil 
even during delivery." 

The report, given to the 
Human Rights Commission in 
Geneva, said there were mas- 


sive violations of a US law rul- 
ing that instruments of 
restraint should not be used as 
punishment and that iron 
chains should never be used as 
restraints. 

Women refugees and asylum 
seekers entering the United 
States are in many, cases, 
shackled at the airport even 
when there is no criminal 
charge against them, the report 
said. 

Coomaraswamy also wrote 
that sex between prison guards 
and prisoners corrupted the 
prison environment and tended 
to exploit the women. 

“It is clear that sexual mis- 
conduct by male correction 
officers against women 
inmates is widespread." the 
report said. 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines on 
Tiiesday challenged China to 
bring to a world maritime tri- 
bunal their dispute over a tiny 
reef in the potentially oil-rich 
Spratly Islands in the South China 
Sea. 

IF it is convinced it lias title 
over Mischief Reef, “China should 
have no objection in bringing the 
case to the International Tribunal 
(on die Law of the Sea) for final 
resolution," Presidential Press 
Secretary Rodolfo Reyes said in a 
statement. 

"If China's assertion is correct, 
then, the tribunal should have no 
problem in continuing irs tide 
and consequently remove all 
doubts about its ownership over 
Misdiief Reef," he added. 

The Hamburg-based tribunal is 
a forum for settling maridme dis- 
putes. Mischief Reef is part of a 


duster of almost 200 isles, reefs 
and rocky outcrops , the Spradys 
, which are claimed wholly or in 
part by China. Taiwan, Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Malaysia and 
Brunei. 

Besides straddling strategic 
sea-lanes, the isles arc believed 
to sit atop oil and gas reserves, 
in Beijing. Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Sun Ynxi 
said the two countries had 
agreed tu exercise restraint "and 
not make moves that could lead 
to the situation magnifying." Sun 
said China had "indisputable sov- 
ereignty" over tire Spradys. 

The Philippines lias accused 
China of building structures with 
possible military uses on the reef 
which Manila says is well within 
its exclusive economic zone, 
being only 135 nautical miles 
from its western shore. 


CHINA TIGHTENS CONTRO LS 
ON FOREIGN TOURISTS IN TIBET 


BE|]ING (AFP) — China has introduced new 
restrictions on foreigners travelling to Tibet as 
the region prepares to mark yet another sen- 
sitive anniversary, sources said Ibesday. 

Foreigners visiting the Tibetan capital of 
Lhasa are now required to be "escorted" at all 
times by an officially approved "tour guide", 
regardless of whether or not they are part of 
an organized tour, a Beijing-based travel 
agent told AFP. 

"Even if you don't want to visit any scenic 
spots, we will have to send a guide to follow 
you wherever you go," the agent sa[d, adding 


the new measures were in place to ensure thar 
visitors did not “make trouble for China." A 
spokeswoman for the foreign affairs office in 
Lhasa confirmed regulation changes had been 
made this year, but refused to comment on 
why they had been Introduced. 

Previously, foreigners who visited Tibet had 
to be organized into administrative "tour 
groups", which often disbanded as soon as 
they arrived in Lhasa. 

Tourists for die most part were free to move 
throughout the city, requiring special permits 
only to visit outlying areas. "These regulations 


are new,” confirmed Kate Saunders of the 
London-based Tibet Infonnation Network. 

“We have received reports this year of trav- 
elers wishing to travel on their own being 
forced into groups during their stay. Havel 
agencies have also been informed or the poli- 
cy changes." she added. 

China’s communist party had ordered n 
tightening of security in Tibet through March, 
as the 40th anniversary of a violent insurrec- 
tion that led to the Dalai Lama's exile and the 
1 0th anniversary of the declaration of martial 
law In Lhasa were observed. 
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Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin plays the piano of 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
as he visits the former 
house of the famous 
Austrian musician, Tuesday 
in Salzburg. Zemin is on a 
four-day visit to Austria. 
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TAIPEI — In a victory for Taiwan’s small Muslim com- 
munity, Taipei's Grand Mosque has been saved from 
the wrecking ball by officials who designated it' as a 
national landmark, the municipal government said 
Tiiesday. 

A cement company that owns the site where the 
mosque was built in 1958 had hoped to level the 
place of worship to make way for a housing devel- 
opmentrNow that the city government has made the 
mosque a landmark, the cement company can seek 

compensation for its losses. 

The mosque, built in an Arabic style with minarets, 
a domed prayer hall, arched passageways and mosa- 
ic tile artwork, sits on a piece of prime land opposite 
Thipei’s Tkh-An Forest Park, the capital’s largest — 

Associated Press. 




MOSCOW — Twenty-five people were taken ill in the 
Tajikistan! capital of Dushanbe after a leak of liquid 
chlorine used to purify the city s water supply, 

Interfax news agency reported. 

A 100 kilogram container of liquid chlorine burst 

liberating a cloud of toxic gas, the report said. 

Firemen, ecologists and doctors worked through- 
out the day to contain tire disaster, the agency said. 
Twenty five people suffered chlorine poisoning, 

and several were hospitalized. 

The situation was under control Tuesday, emer- 
gency services said — Agence France Press e. 
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ALMATY — Two vagrants indirectly solved a murder 
case after trying to sell a victim's body parts door-to- 
door disguised as pork, Interfax reported on Tuesday. 

The vagrants found the remains of a 40-year-old 
man killed in a drunken brawl on February 16 in an 
unfinished apartment building in Ekibastuz. located 
about 950 kilometers north of Almaty, police sources 
told the news agency. 

Residents, none of whom bought the meat, 
thought it “seemed a little strange" and reported 
them to die police, Interfax reported. 

A subsequent investigation led to the arrest of the 
suspect, a drinking companion of the victim 
Agence France Presse. • 




• • ■ ■ . 

ATHENS — Four Chinese nationals were' in police 
custody in Athens on Tuesday after attacking a Greek 
yvaiter with an axe in .a. near-dawn strip dub. brawl. 

Police said the Chinese turned on : the waiter ; 
because they beliCTed .he had pve^ 

The waiter wai seriously, injured, tbey said : 

Reuters./' '' '• : " ‘‘ • 
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ARAB INS GROUP 
ARAB INT.INS. 
ahli COML. BANK 

a. b.c. -$- 

BAH INSURANCE 

bank bah + kwt 

bah COML FALT 
BAH HOTEL 

b. duty free 
bah mills 

bah ISLAM. BANK 
BAH ISLAMIC INS 
BAH + KWT INS. 
BAH INT. BANK 
BAH. LEI SURE CO. 
BAH MID E. BANK 
BAH MAR. +M. INT 
BAH SAUDI BANK 
BAH SHIP R ENG 
BAH TOURISM 
BAH TELECOM 
DELMON POULTRY 
FAYSAL ISLAM -$- 
TRAFFCO 

UNION GULF INS. 
NATL. IMP+EXP 


AHLIA DETERGENT 
AHLIA INSURANCE 
N/A 

al AMAL IND 
ANWAR IND & TRAD 
BAT IN AH DAIRY 
ALIANCE HOUS BK 
BATNAH HOTELS 
BRAIMI HOTEL 
KHWR DEV SVC 
RAWDHA QUARRIES 
S ALLAN FOOD IND 
AL SAW AD I RES 
AREEJ VEG OILS 
BANDER RAWDAH QU 
BAHRAIN INTL BK 
BK MCT AHLI OM 
BK CM BAH & KUW 
COMM BK OMAN 
CONST MATERIALS 
COM STAT IND 
DHOFAR BVGS CO 
DOFAR CATTLEFEED 
DHOFAR INVST DEV 
DHFR MARBLE GRAN 
DHOFAR INSURANCE 
DHOFAR TOURISM 
FINANCIAL SERV 
GULF HOTELS OMAN 
GLF INV SERV 


AUDI BANQUE 
BQ. EUROPEENNE 
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BQ LIBANAISE COM 
BANK OF BEIRUT 
BYBLOS BANK 
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RYMCO 
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COMM. BANK OF DUBAI 

NAT. BANK OF SHARJAH 

EMIRATES INT. BANK 

NAT. BANK OF RASALKHA1MAH 

NAT. BANK OF UMM AL QUWAIN 

ABU DHABI COMM. HANK 

INVEST BANK 

NAT. BANK OF FUJAIRAH 

NAT. BANK OF ABUDHABI 

DUBAI ISLAMIC BANK 

NAT. BANK OF DUBAI 

BANK OF SHARJAH 

COMM. BANK INTERNATIONAL 

UNION NAT. BANK 

ABU DHABI ISLAMIC BANK 

MASHREQ BANK 

UNITED ARAB BANK 

FIRST GULF BANK 

ET I SALAT 

ABU DHABI HAT. HOTELS CO 

NAT. MARINE DREDGING 

UNION PROPERTIES CO. 

ABU DHABI AVIATION 

ABU DHABI NAT. FOODSTUFF CO. 

DUBAI INVESTMENT CO. 

ABU DHABI SHIP BUILDING CO. 

E M A A R CO. 

OASIS INT. LEASING CO. 

T A B R E E D 
J U L P H A R 
PRIME BULDING TRADING EST . 
OMAN INSURANCE CO. 

ALAIN AHLIA INSURANCE CO. 

AL DAFRAH INSURANCE CO. 

ABU DHABI NAT. INSURANCE CO 
THE EMIRATE INSURANCE CO 
AL KHAZNEH INSURANCE CO. 

AL BUHAIRAH INSURANCE CO. 
DUBAI NAT. INSURANCE CO. 
UNION INSURANCE CO. 

AL WATHBEH INSURANCE CO 
AL SHARJAH INSURANCE CO. 
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aerated concrete 

ARABIAN GEN INV . * 
AHLEIA INS . CO . 
ARAB REAL EST. 
ARAB INS GROUP 
BKME KUWAIT 

burgan bank 
livestock T.T CO 1 

NAT I ONALCLEANING. 
KWT COMPUTER CO. - 
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FIRST INV. FUND 
KWT FOOD CO. 

GULF CEMENT 
GULF INS . CO . 
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INDEPEN. PETROL. 
/VL-AHLI BANK 
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DUBAI — Emirates Airlines of Dubai is maintaining plans to be I 
the biggest carrier in the Middle East through sustained annual 
growth of 20 percent, a senior executive told Tuesday’s Gulf Today 

newspaper. 

“We are targeting transportation of seven million passengers in 
2003 so as to be the largest airline in the Middle East." chief direc- 
tor Tim Clark said. . ... 

“Concerning the fleet, the expected number of aircraft then will 

be around 30 compared to 25 currently." 

Clark said the airline was considering buying the 555-seat 
Airbus A3XX for which deliveries are due to begin in 2004. j 
Emirates will need four giant passenger planes after 2005. he 

said. 

The airline carried more than four million passengers in 1998- 
1999 and predicts five million for the next fiscal year. It nude al 
profit of S7I million in the year to March 1998. 

The expansion would go ahead despite a generally depressed! 

air travel market. Clark insisted. I 

“Emirates has an annual target growth of 20 percent and It is 
achieving growth rates higher than this and we cannot coiuinuel 
achieving such high growth levels without updating the fleet and 
increasing capacity," he said. 

Launched in 1985. Emirates, which is owned by Lhe government] 
of Dubai, serves 45 destinations in 37 countries — Agence France 

Prcssc. 




[BRUSSELS The European Coinntission on Tuesday reduced its 

Uirecast for economic growth in rhe 1 1 -nation euro-zone this year 
by almost a half percentage point to 2.2 percent. 

The less-optimistic prediction was part of the twice-yearly eco- 
nomic report by the European Union’s executive body. The last 
forecast, published in October, predicted growth of 2.6 percent 

this year. . 

The sign of slower growth in the 1 1 nations that adopted tne 

euro as their shared currency on Jan. I will add to speculation the 

European Central Bank will cut interest rates in the euro-zone to 

boost the economy. 

The Commission expects growth to rise to 2.7 percent in 2000. 
It said growth in the 1 5-nation EU as a whole was expected to 
be 2.1 percent in 1999 and 2.7 percent next year — Associated 

Press . 




BANGKOK — The Thai cabinet is . expected to approve a “do-or- 
dje” stimulus package for the country's recession- hit economy 
lliesday that will pump 53 billion baht (S 1-4 billion) of foreign 
funds into job creation projects and slash 77 billion baht ($2.1 bil- 
lion) in taxes, news reports said. 

Under the package the government will approve the 

Miyazawa/World Bank Injection, of 53 billion baht, going primarily 
towards the creation, of jobs for an estimated 486,000 people, to 
boost liquidity and domestic demand, said the Bangkok Post. 

The cabinet, - at its weekly meeting Tuesday, is also expected to 
approve a decline in the value added, tax (VAT) from 10 to 7 per 
crept and other tax reductions which will shave 77 billion baht in 

revenues off this year's budget. . . _ n 

Thailand's budget deficit this fiscal year, ending September 30, 
is now expected to reach 6 per cent of gross domestic product,-, 
tbttipared to the previous target of 5 per cent. ' . - : ■ ■ 

The new tax measures will go into effect oii. Aprll T . Thailand 
presented its stimulus Package to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in its seventh letter to the: fund last week. T)ie IMF 
signed a 17.2 billion dollar financial bailout package with v £ 
Thailand In August 1997, of which some 4 billion has yet to he 
used — - Dnetcshc Presse Agentur. ' . 
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Number of 
Projects 

Investment 

Value 

Number of projects 
1999 

Investment 

value 

26 

JOD 50.4 million 

Industrial 43 

JOD 68.9 million 

12 

JOD 21:8 million 

Hotel 5 

Agricultural 3 

JOD 11.8 million 
JOD 10.5 million 

10 

JOD 21.2 million 

Hospitals 1 

JOD 05 million 
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US INVESTORS HOPE 
EOR FED INACTION 



Alan Greenspan 
considers (AP) 

WASHINGTON — Wall Street is cele- 
brating the first five-digit close of the 
Dow Jones average with exuberant 
confidence that the Federal Reserve 
will resist, for now, the temptation to 



ruin the party. 

The Fed's policy-making panel the 
Federal Open Market Committee was 
convening Hiesday for the second 
time this year and economists were 
virtually unanimous In their expecta- 
tion that it would vote to leave inter- 
est rates unchanged. 

Because U.S. economic growth 
continues to withstand the global 
economic slump, the central bank 
need not engineer a rate cut to stave 
ofT recession. And with consumer 
prices advancing at a benign 1.6 per- 
cent annual rate in January and 
February, a rate increase to dampen 
demand isn't needed, either. 

"As long as the economy is grow- 
ing at a fast rate, without inflation, 
there is no reason to apply the 
brakes or hit the gas," said econo- 
mist Norman Robertson of Smithfield 
Trust Co. in Pittsburgh. "For now, the 
Fed is in the pleasant position of hav- 
ing to do nothing." 

The Fed has done just that since 
last Nov. 17. the day it cut its bench- 
mark rate on overnight loans 
between banks for the third time in 
seven weeks. Those moves, which 
reduced the federal funds rate from 
5.5 percent to 4.75 percent, were 
taken after Russia's economic crisis 
sent Wall Street reeling and threat- 
ened to induce a U.S. credit crunch. 




But the worst fears about the 
impact of foreign turmoil never 
materialized. Economists believe the 
U.S. economy expanded at better 
than a 3 percent annual rate during 
the first three months of this year, 
not much worse than the 4 percent 
rate that prevailed, on average, 
through the previous two years. 

And the stock market has more 
than recovered. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average soared 185 points 
to 10,007 on Monday 33 percent 
higher than its 7,539 close on Aug. 
31 in the midst of the Russian finan- 
cial scare. 

The questions are, "How much 
longer can the Fed remain on hold?" 
and. when it does move. "Which way 
will it go?" 

Robertson said a long-awaited 
economic slowdown should arrive 
during the second half of this year 
and that might induce the Fed to 
trim rates again, sometime next year. 

Recessions abroad continue to 
depress U.S. export sales, business 
investment spending is slackening 
and housing construction decelerat- 
ing from record levels, he said, leav- 
ing consumer spending as the princi- 
pal engine of economic growth. 

However, many other economists 
see signs of an Asian recovery- And as 
demand there perks up, one of the 


principal brakes on commodity price 
inflation will lessen. 

"At 'that point, there's a greater 
probability of tightening rather than 
easing,” said economist Mark Zandi 
of Regional Financial Associates in 
West Chester, Pennsylvania. 

Before policy-makers do that, they 
could signal their Intentions by pub- 
licly announcing a change in their 
thinking about the likely direction of 
interest rates In the future. 

This policy bias has been at neu- 
tral seeing an equal possibility of 
either higher or lower rates since the 
last rate cut in November. It's been 
the Fed's practice to reveal changes 
in the bias with a lag or about six 
weeks, but in December policy-mak- 
ers decided in some cases to reveal 
changes Immediately. 

Economist David Jones of Aubrey 
G. Lanston and Co. in New York said 
he doubted they would change the 
bias on Tuesday but at their next 
meeting on May IB they probably 
would. 

"1 think they'll have to conclude 
that the balance of risks is tilting," he 
said. “The domestic economy is still 
remarkably strong and we're starting 
to get the first hints of an upturn in 
Asia." 
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MOSCOW (AP) — The Russian government and the 
International Monetary Fund are still working out the 
size oF a loan to help Russia revive its economy, a 
senior cabinet official said. 

Russia and the IMF said Monday that they had 
agreed in principle on a new loan, but First Deputy 
Prime Minister Yuri Maslyukov said the amount will 
be "subject to calculation" during a visit by an IMF 
team next week. 

Russian newspapers, citing unidentified officials, 
have said that the IMF Is preparing to give Russia S4.8 
billion _ just a bit more than the S4.5 billion Russia 
needs to pay the fund this year for its previous loans. . 

Maslyukov dismissed diese accounts, but did not 
provide any figures of his own. 

IMF chief Michel Camdessus wrapped up three 
days of talks in Moscow on Monday, and Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov said that the fund had 
agteed In principle to release a loan that the govern- 
ment has been trying to win since last summer. 
Neither would say how big the loan would be. 

The IMF mission and the government must prepare 
a joint policy statement to be presented to the IMF 
board of directors for approval os early as April 24, 
with the first installment of any loan expected shortly 
afterward. 

Russian officials have said they were, asking For $8 
billion from the. IMF to help avert a looming tjefhult 
on the nation's foreign debt. 

In any case, the loan Is expected to be mUch jsittall- ■ 
er than the *22,6 billion bailout package the l^F 
arranged for Russia la$t summer.' The installments, 
were suspended after the country’s financial markets 
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IMF's Camdessus (L) In Mescow 

collapsed in August. " 

Russia is supposed to pay off 1 17^5 billion to. for- 
eign creditors this year, but has factored only about 
half of the sum into this year’s budget. It hopes to 

reschedule or write off the rest. ,■ 

' -pie government believes the IMF loan Will improve 
the mood among other lenders, making them more 
likely to offer new loans, qr reschedule old ones, ■;« v 
During the talks In Moscow, Camdessus persuaded 
Russian officials to try to boost government revenues 
by 100 billion rubles (about S4 billion) this year, the 
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business dally Konlmerknt said Hiesday! The Cabinet 
has previously balked at the lMF\demands, 

President Boris Yeltsin, who delivered a state ofthe 
nation address to parliament tbesday, said the goVr 
eminent's inability to dolled taxes and the chronic 
budget deficits hpye contributed to the. economic cri- 
sis. ■ . ' ■ !■■■ . \ •/ ’’ - 

' “Russia's difficulties ■ must nqt be blamed ori die 
market' 9 conomy, but on the ugly transitional system 
^tude half-wdy between the central planning and free- 
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I talian fashion "master 
Giorgio Armani's 

springfrummer '99 collec- 
tion is inspired by menswcar, 
but remains very feminine. 

In his newest collection, 
Armani adds a veil of mile over 
typical menswear fabrics for a 
chic, yet sporty result. The 
Milan designer has softened his 
silhouettes, but kept his trade- 
mark luxurious sophistication. 

The designer says his work 
keeps in mind women who 
have many.of the same clothing 
needs as men. 

Jackets in the collection are 
similar to cardigans, soft and 
somewhat deconstructed - not 
rigid. 

Playing with hjs traditional 


color palette. Armani adds 
turquoise, soft reds and 
oranges, but keeps many 
muled shades of gray, coffee 
brown and purple. The veil of 
tulle softens the colors, making 
them less dominant. 

Tor evening, he has created 
long, simple tube-shape dress- 
es with decollates and no 
sleeves. "They're rich and luxu- 
rious but not overpowering,” 
he says. 

For accessories there are 
shoes in the grays, blues, and 
purples. They are flat with little 
platforms and a rubber sole. 

“They're sort of like a little 
ballerina shoe," Armani says. 


A NEW SHAPE IN HAIR STYLE 


H airdressers have round a 
new way to create tousled, 
sexy volume-undercutting. 
They explain that by cutting short 
layers underneath longer top sec- 
tions, the hair is given plenty of 
movement. 

Wiry do you think you should 
like it: 

* Willi this hair cut, one can add 
volume 'or take weight out of die 
liair, depending on the type of hair 
the lady has. 

u One can keep die hair tousled 
or messy, or style it smood 1 . 

? Last but not least, with this hair 


style, one can play around with the 
color, or wear it natural. 
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90S AND DON'TS 





biding. 


Don't wear Hefty-bag XXL- 
size workout dothes. 

Don't double layer, it just ups 


the bulk. 

Don’t wear all your workout 
clothes at once. 

Do wear sleek, chic, shed- 
able layers. 

Do simplify in what you 
wearl Go for basic tees and 
bike-length shorts. 

Do find what fits, flatters and 
prevents body-part fallouts. 


MILITARY 
THEME 


W ith the. military theme still strong in the fash- 
ion world, many designers, and make-up 
artists have glammed up standard-issue khaki 
to match: They are using new Greens that have a dash 
9 f gold, which means, the green doesn’t look flat and 
are easier to blend than matt colors, 

: This oalor if used in the right sense and manner will 
leave your face with beautiful reflections and your eyes 
With lovely shades around. 

So try to use this color ALONE, concentrating on the 
lid, hiding towards sockets. 



SHOES ARE FLAT-FOOTED FOR 

SPRING 



F or springtommer, it’s the (Lit 
sandal tiiat stands out as die 
shoe for day. Feminine straps 
on geometric shapes make the 
strangest statement. 

Evening is sexy as die heels go 
higher and soaps get even thinner 
Three European designers are 
stepping out with the trends — 
Omberllne's Maud de Marco, 
Walter Steiger in Paris and Milan's 
Seigio Rossi. 

Rossi plays with several themes 
including 70s color blocking, 









bohemian beading and touches of 
Asia. 

'Tliis collection is designed to fit 
with today's fashions - so as the 
influences hit the dodies, they filter 
down to die feet.” he says. "The flat 
and low heels are especially impor- 
tant. They're comfortable and go 
with long skirts for spring and sum- 
mer." 

Rossi docs pancake-flat ballerina 
and slipper looks in super-soft nnpa 
leatiien 

He says wiiile me tallies continue 


to be popular, patent leatiier also 
shines, especially in the wedge — 
one of his consistent best sellers. 

‘A wedge is sporty and looks 
great in all colors of die collection," 
Rossi says. "Our sandals are mostly 
neutrals: brown, bone, white and 
blade." 

For toe shape, the designer says 
it should be nearly a square, but 
somewhat slanted. Heels indude a 
short heel on a sole diat curves up 
ar the toe and a square stacked heel. 
For evening, the look goes higher 
with a nail liead stiletto. 

'And the new strap is like lin- 
gerie," Rossi says. “It's nylon and 
caresses die foot around die ankle." 

In Paris, de Marco says die super- 
flat sandal looks best with long 
skirts and straight pants. Hers 
sparkle with rhinestones, sequins 
and metallic suede. 

“This season I'm using metallics 
in the greys — very iry the white 
and the beige, something like die 



n 





color of skin," she says. 

Odier looks indude the platform 
diong and mules. 

"I did the Morrocan mule wirii a 
patchwork with every kind of mate- 
rial," de Marco says. 

Steiger says die return to flats is a 
reaction to the sleek stilettos of die 
past several seasons. But he sees 
the need for both. 

His flats are sporty widi elastic 
and Lycra-rubber soles. They are 
shaped to the foot with nothing 
exaggerated. 

For a sculpted, higher heel. 
Steiger takes ail ethnic approach 
with a stylized print. 

"I have a group that I call African," 
he says. "They're also hand-painted 
or with straw in an animal print — 
always with beige, brown and 
black." 

Steiger takes r lighter approach 
with shoes of plastic. 

"It's the invisible shoe in plastic." 
he says. “1 made it on a high heel 
and I also made a dirame bottom 
heel." 
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(I f hi0 "’s dull daysared 
‘uspired by Gucci's fij 

'■ power for the sprij 

collection and many others^ 
season is buzzing with rcuj 
chedelic and bold, modem 
clothes. So get on the runi 
yourself something that 
match what we see on theca 
So it is time to put away 
wool turtlenecks and fleece a 
gans and break out the hon 
looks. From Romantic dresses 
Sporty capris to Funky twin * 
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* nternationnl makeup artists W 
1 McGrath and Linda , CantwC 
i worked the fashion clrcuir dur 
ing the numerous spring shows 
They say while the season's looli 
might be natural, it takes rrtiataup 

to make it work. : 
McGrath did eight of the seasoq^ 
shows and says the minimal loosU 
ideal for models as well as vm 
women everywhere, .• : i 

“A lot of women want to wej? 
makeup, but they want it fp,be WO 
easy, they want it to be really 
pie, and yet still make a statement. 
McGrath says. “.They don’t want to 
spend, three hours on makeup. ■ 
In Milan and Faris. McG^t^. 
makeup for Midpria prada.Dojc 
Gabbana , ; Donatella .Ver^^' 8 
Marc jaebbs, amopg 

. ■ ■*'. i . . p 1 • f i* ' ■■ , 
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She kept the look very natural, 
playing with matt and shine. For 
Iferaace, she focused more on the 
eyes, whereas with Dolce & 
Gabbana, she tried to keep the 
■nakeup strong, yet sheer. 

McGrath says Jacobs wanted a 
minimal amount of makeup. 

’ We'd spoken about the fact that 
you can do it in one or two strokes, 
wt really he wanted it in one. But 
we were able to do a full makeup in 
two strokes - basically natural skin 
^ a small amount of eyeliner, 
w ith white eyeliner inside the eye," 

Cantello also focused on the nat- 
ural' in the dozen spring/summer 
shows she did in New York, 1 Milan 
ond Paris. The shows included. 
Oscar de la Renta, Carolina Herrera/ 
Stella McCartney, Lawrence Steele 


T ommy. Hilfiger USA Inc. 
has agreed to pay a S 
300,000 civil penalty and 
set up a roll-free hotline to 
answer questions about clean- 
ing its garments after federal 
regulators charged that care 
labels on the company’s cloth- 
ing violated the law. 

The Federal Trade 
Commission alleges that the 
New York-based company sold 
garments with care labeling 
instructions that, when fol- 
lowed, caused the clothing to 
bleed and fade. 

The company said it entered 
into the agreement to avoid a 
costly trial and denied that the 
problems were a result of its 
labeling. 

Tommy Hilfiger agreed to 
place a toll-free number on its 
care labels so consumers can 
contact the company directly 
with questions about cleaning 
a particular garment. The 
company also must Follow cer- 
tain record-keeping and report- 
ing requirements to help the 
FTC monitor future compli- 
ance. 








The company said the 
reported problems related to 
only a small fraction of the gar- 
ments it produced between 
1993 and 1996. 

FTC says Hilfiger gave insuffi- 
cient care instructions. Under 
the FTC's Care and Labeling 
Rule, manufacturers and 
importers of clothing apparel 
must attach care labels to the 
items thar state “what regular 
care is needed for the ordinary 
use of tl)e product." 

The manufacturer must have 
a reasonable basis for any care 
instructions, including warn- 
ings, that it attaches to the 
product, according to the 
statutes. 

The FTC alleged that Tommy 
Hilfiger did not have a reason- 
able basis for the care instruc- 
tions it attached to its products 
and that when followed, the 
instructions resulted in gar- 
ments bleeding into one anoth- 
er and fading. 

The penalty is the highest 
the FTC ever sought in n case of 
alleged violations of the Care 
Labeling Rule. 


:-V " V ^ : i i c V 

and Jil Sander. 

Cantello let lips do the talking 
this season. In some shows, she 
highlighted lips alone — no eye 
makeup, no mascara. 

“There is a new crop of giris," 
Cantello says. "They all have beau- 
tiful skin. You don't have to embell- 
ish something that is already 
there." ■ 

For some shows she abided a rosy 
blush and white frost under the 
eyes. For others, she used a gold 
dust everywhere: alorty with, the 
stained lips. : : 

’ The Jopjcs Cantellpi^nd-McGrath 
cheated different, but the mes- 
sage Was: ‘same:; Makeup for 

J spHng and-^lrinier Should be fresh 
- and : .eas^ ; v* - ' ' 



RULA DAJANI 


Fashion Editor 
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TIPS OF THE WEEK 


* Use Individual lashes around the outer corners of 
the eye. This leaves lashes looking heavier on the 
top, and adds mere femininity to the eyes. 

* Wear on your eyes a bold stroke of glitter. In any 
color rather than wearing black. This will lift your 
face 

* Use little foundation with warm colored lipsticks. 

* Make up for a edge look; Don't pile too much 

make-up. 


WHAT'S NEW IN GUCCI FOR THE 
WINTER COLLECTION 1999-2000 

Tom Ford the designer for Gucci, is no longer designing a match- 
ing outfit, but is looking on each piece as something to be mixed, 
played-up or played down." 

Ford's new pant is a bell bottom, tight on the thigh and flaring 
boldly over the foot. The jacket is leather, and shaped like a sec- 
ond skin, while the new coat is opulent in printed leopard, teamed 
with red fox. With it all. he puts a high heeled, high-rise skin-tight 

boot. 

Ford says each piece is Individual and important. "There is not 
a boring, basic jacket or pair of pints or shoe on the collection." 
he says. He also explains that each piece should be used in every, 
way and sense. 

The designer says the close-to-the-body silhouettes create a line 
that is both sexy and elegant. It is tall arid tliln, yet has a 'curvy 

look. • 1 

The line has many dresses featuring a neW fbller-shaped skirt." 
It’s almost a peasant-skirt shaperhqwever the way we’re showing 
it, there’s nothing peasant about it,- says Fbrd. The.tiresses have 
fitted jackets or looser, tops, the bodice Is still fitted though the 
sleeves pre' loose. Ford use$ a ittf pf leather In the lln* to create 
what Tie cajls* Very luxurious collection: There is 6lso sfik velvet, 
^nne Velvet, a lift of for, arid a little suede; ' ’ ! v 

.'The halr and make-up hav* '& very groomed. .‘gtahtoroiis, day 
look; 1 Mouths are glossy and eyes ate strqhg. !lti$ ,S: look tite 
de?igrier s0ys Is " actually attainable and ‘that you Could do- yottr-r 

ielt* - : 'y* i--' '-i" 

lit arijage wheppeople work ffoni home and'Cpmmunlcate fong 
dlstaric^.Fprd Says; he fias freatetj d oth esfpr pebpletogp outip v 




Looking for a seductive appeal of seamlessly Mended 
eyeshadow thaf leaves you with a dasskal look. 

1- Apply a color wash of neutral cremn shadow aaoss the whult* eye. Ilien, 
blend a taupe sliadow from the socket line, concemi.itiiw on llw inner cor- 
ner and outwards to the brow - tliis balances the Ike and flatters die nose. 

Use the darker brown shade along file crease of ril e socket, blending lip and 

■ 

outwards to the bimvbone to give depth (Al. 

3. Accentuare taupe shadow by dipping a large brush into loose transcluent 
powder. Shake off excess and sweep overtlie evo area., build up color by 
repeating shadow. 

3. Brush tlie taupe shadow under the tower lashes (III. Blend around the 
oncer comei' to the upper lashes rind then out from tlie eye to elongate the 
shape 

4. Using a flat brush, draw a darker sliadow along die lower lashes. Softer 
than a pencil, you can move in dose 

for smoky definition. ^ 

5. The modem twist is the accentuat- 
ed socket line. Use a dark, almost 
black, shade in the crease of the eye 
socket, parallel to tire brow (CL' Color 
should be conceriuate^ Ip tifoi^tto 
and blended away ar die edgt Use 
qonipn tti . jWhj. . ^ ; r-' i ' t Y 
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Health edito , 


^‘ r -i tudy after study has shown a direct connection 
^ between low self-esteem and anxiety about weight. 

' While I agree that losing excess weight can give a 
psychological boost, I firmly believe that self-esteem is more 
a requirement for change than it is the result of change. 
Losing weight will not help you value yourself if you do not 
value yourself to begin with and if you do not value yourself, 
you will probably never be content with your weight, what- 

i 

ever the scale says. 

As you work toward identifying your personal weight goal, 
it is imperative that you look at your own sense of self and 
well-being. If you feel as if your life is out of control, that 
you have overwhelming problems that you cannot handle, 
then I honestly would advise you seek professional help to 
deal with these problems. It is a mistake even to think about 
your weight unless you are feeling positive toward yourself 
ns a human being. Only then will you be able to view your 
weight lh the context of your life ns a whole and accept the 
fitness goal this realistically ideal for you. 


WASHINGTON (UPI) — The 
American College of 
Gastroenterology notes with 
great interest, but not great 
surprise, the New England 
Journal of Medicine article 
by Dr Lagergren, et. al. 
which identified “a strong 
and probably causal relation 
between gastroesophageal 
reflux and esophageal ade- 
nocarcinoma." The article 
indicates that the incidence 
of adenocarcinoma was ' 
nearly eight times more 
likely among frequent heart- 
burn sufferers compared to 



1 . You exurclio as a purgatlva, io 'gel rid of' calories you wish you hadn't 
eaten. 

3. You use exercise to distract yourself from bad feelings such as anxiety or 
depression, or io avoid problems yea don't want to deal with. 

3. You got very upset or anxious If yov miss a workout. 

4. It you'ra forced to stop exorcising you experience withdrawal symptoms; 
confusion. Irritability, anxiety, fatigue, depression, plummeting self- esteem 
and a lack of focus. 

8. You Insist on exorcising oven If you're sick or ln|ured. 

tf. You organise yeur life around your workout schedule rather than the other 

way around. 

7. You base Important decisions on how well they can accommodate your 
exercise schedule (moving to a warm climate so you can run through the win- 
ter, or refusing u new |ob because the Hours conflict with yeur aerobics class). 

8. You think It's more Important to stick to your workout schedule than to soo 
friends or family, or got to work on time. 

9. Exercise gives you a strong sense of control that evaporates when you stop 
working out for more than a day or two. 

10. You exorcise because you believe you have to, net. because you want to. 


NEW HELP FOR 
ADULT ACNE 



I f diligent use of over-the- 
counter acne products isn't 
bringing relief to troubled 
skin; see your dermatologist 
about the newest prescription 
acne fighters. Most prescrip- 
tion acne treatments take 
about six weeks before they 
start showing any effect, a long 
time if your outbreaks leave 
scars. . 

Long a favorite with derma- 
tologists, the retinoids are usu- 
ally among the first treatments 
of choice for most types or 
acne. They are thought to bar- 
: tie blemishes via n comedolytic 


action: they loosen and expel 
what’s blocking pores and pre- 
vent new pimples from form- 
ing. 

The three newest entrants 
are tretinoin in Microsponge 
delivery system (Retin-A Micro), 
adapalene (Difierin) and 
tazarotene (Zorac). These prod- 
ucts offer another avenue of 
treatment for people who 
havenT responded well to what 
was previously the only avail- 
able retinoid, Retln-A-gel or 
cream. (Tazarotene, currently 
undergoing FDA review, Is not 
yet on the market). 
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CALCIUM-RICH 
FOODS REACH 
SUPER-STAR STATUS 
IN HEALTH AND 
NUTRITION ARENAS 
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SACRAMENTO (UPI) — For 
millions of Americans who 
suffer devastating maladies 
caused by cancer, hyperten- 
sion, strokes and the bone- 
brittllng disease osteoporo- 
sis, even simple tasks can be 
daunting. 

But -now experts agree that 
one unlikely food group can 
improve or even prevent 
these illnesses and more. 

Low-fat dairy - because of 
its rich calcium source and 
unique combination of nutri- 
ents - is rapidly rising to 
superstar status and will 
remain center stage with 
fruits and vegetables into the 
millennium, say health and 
nutrition professionals. 

A series of major studies in 
the last few years have con- 
vinced people who know best 
that calcium and other nutri- 
ents found in milk play a key 
role in reducing the likeli- 
hood of colorectal cancer, 
strokes, hypertension and 
even common and severe dis- 
comforts caused by premen- 
strual syndrome. 

“The link between calcium 
and osteoporosis is widely 
known, but when we consid- 
er the most recent data, the 
dear message is dairy calci- 
um does more than protect 
your bone health,” said Judith 
S. Stern, Sc.D., R.D. and pro- 
fessor of nutrition and inter- 
na! medicine at the University 
of California, Davis. 
"Adequate levels of calcium 
helps control blood pressure 
and protect against stroke, 
colon cancer and maybe even 
PMS. That's a lot for 90 calo- 
ries and less that one gram of 
fat per glass of skim milk.” 
While research says that cal- 
cium. often supplied by low- 


far dairy foods, is good far I 
everyone and should be con- 1 
sumed daily throughout the 
entire life cycle, Californians 
are in for even better news. I 
Higher quality standards in 
California require the addi- 1 
tion of natural nonfat nutri- 
ents. California milk provides 
up to 33 percent more calci- 
um per eight-ounce glass 
than milk produced at lower 
national standards. 

"That means better nutri- 
tion and ultimately better 
long-term health from each 
serving," Stern said. I 
According to the National 
Academy of Sciences tlie 
optimal level of calcium 
intake is at least 1,000 mil- I 
iigrams per day for all over 18 
years of age. Slightly higher 
intake, 1 ,200 milligrams per 
day, is recommended for 
adults over 50 and for youth 
and teens nine through 18, 
1,300 milligrams per day is 
recommended. 

“Dairy calcium is more easi- 
ly absorbed in the body than 
supplements and foods have 
combinations of nutrients 
that interact to produce 
healthy results. So select 
foods, then fortified foods, 
then supplements when mak- 
ing calcium choices," said 
Stern. "For most people, 
three to four easy-to-get 
servings of low-fat dairy 
products a day will provide 
enough calcium. TVicks like 
adding a piece of low-fat 
cheese to a sandwich, split- 
ting a milkshake with a 
friend, having non-fat milk 
with cereal for a snack, or 
enjoying pudding or custard 
made with skim milk for 
dessert can get you there 
fast." 



fames Murphy is only 26. hut ■ 
I some days, lie can haitlly get out 
I of bed. s 

Three years ago. Murphy, a \ 
I Massachusetts man who used to fix 
power tools for a living, damaged a \ 
disc in his back lifting a steel work- i 
bench. The injuiy allowed the jelly- j 

like material diat cushions verte- i 
brae to ooze out and press on a 
nerve. Pain raged through his i 
lower back and shot down his right 1 
leg. i 

Today, his pain is even worse, i 
despite surgery, cortisone injeo 
tions, pills and numeious visits to a 
I major Boston pain clinic, wiiere. he 
says, he was told it was all in his 
head. 

A year ago, Muiphy got so dis- 
gusted drat lie started a Web site 
(comc.to/painsupport). It now gers 
[400 hits a week from people, some 
suicidal, whose lives are mined 
[by pain. 

Chronic pain, defined 
os pain lasting more 
than diree months, jJ >■ . 
affects 35 million Ii4‘’ 

to 40 million - 

Americans, says 

Dr. Russel) „ a 

Porrenoy, 

lliead of the .r‘3^ 3 * 

American Pain \ riv ' JjE ■. 
Society and of 
pain medicine and 
[palliative care at Beth Israel 
Medical Center in New York. 

J And researchers now know *3 
that, far from being all in one's 1|| 
head, chronic pain is an alkoti- «« 
real physiological phenomenon. U 
though the spedfics vary depend- 
ing on whether it's caused by dam- 
age to nerves, as in shingles or dia- 
[betes; by inflammation, as in arthri- 
tis; or by other things, like spread- 
ling cancer. 

With a nerve injury, for instance, 

, chronic pain may be die body’s 
[way of learning to avoid future 
injuries. When you injure nerves in 
your finger, nerves in the spina! 
cord "reorganize to amplify pain 
[and remember it,” says Dr. Daniel 
Carr, a professor of anesthesia at 
[New England Medical Center. . 

But despite growing under- 
standing of chronic pain, millions 
still suffer "because doctors don't 
I [believe patients' reports," says Dr. 
Kathleen Foley, a cancer pain spe- 
cialist at Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center in Newark. . 

I There's also the persistent fear 
[that patients — even those who 
arc dying — might become addict- 
ed to opioids like morphine. And 
doctors fear drug enforcement offi- 
Idals. 

In reality, oplokl abuse is rare In 

[pain patients.' In one study of 
12,000 padents, only four became 
addicted. Mother study found that 
not' one of 10,000 bUrti patients 
became addicted, jn yet anotiier 


fry JUDY FOREMAN 

study of 2,000 patients, only thiee 
became addicted. 

Wlrat does Itappen is that peo- 
ple don't get enough medication. A 
major 1995 study showed that 50 
percent of dying patients had pain 
in the last three days of life. 

Another found that only 12 per- 
cent of cancer patients in nursing 
homes received basic pain _ 
care recommended by 
the World Health 
Organization. 


mm 


And a New 
England 
Journal of i 
Medicine J 
study of M 
1,000 cun- jL 
cer doc- JBL 
tors jgSl 




If you have nerve pain, dmgs 
that work through a different 
receptor, colled NMDA. may be the 
answer. Examples include dex- 
tromethorphan and ketamine; 
anotiier dnig, d-metharione, also 
shows promise. 

Chronic pain also makes many 
people depressed, and antidepres- 
sants lielp, not just by elevating 
mood but by fighting pain directly 
Older antidepressants, including 

S duce transmis- 

of pain signals 

transmission of 

antidepressants 
like Paxil control 


nism. 


- . 








showed 
lialf their 
patients 
liad 

pain — and 
the doctors 

didn't know what to do about it. 

And it’s not just dying patients 
whose pain is inadequately 
addressed. Ina Roper survey of805 
people without cancer and with 
moderate to severe dironic pain. 
40 percent said their pain was out- 
of control. Nearly lialf had switched 
doctors at least once, and half had 
been in pain for more than five 
years. 

Much of that suffering can be 
avoided, and the first step is to get 
an evaluation to see exactly what 
type of pain you have. 

If you have arthritis pain, tradi- 
tional NSA1DS (nonsteroidal anti- 
inflammatory drags) and newer 
ones, Called COX-2 inhibitors; may 
help. lfyour pain Is from cancer, 
opioids such as. morphine, bydro- 
» morpheme, oxycodoite. -codeine, 
methadone or feqtanyi often help. 


ask ^ 
dr peter|| 

^GOT1>' 




E- Anticonvulsants, 
ftto&gy such as Nouronrin, can 
also block the firing of 
sl at, nerves that have grown 
new sprouts in response 
NR®? lo injury. Anti-anxiety 
!§ W'\ <i medications such as 
Hr H’M Valium. Ativan and 
Wjdmr-:. Wonopin block traiis- 
i-;. mission of signals 
graMiMfe along pain nerves <is 

Researchers are also 
finding better wa vs to deliv- 
er painkillers in patients who 
can’t swallow or don’t want injec- 
tions. Fenranyl now conies in 
patdies and lozenges. 

IF pain is intractable, doctors can 
implant pumps in the spinal cord to 
supply morphine or "snail slime" (a 
substance called SNX-lll that 
mimics a chemical put out by 
ocean snails). 

In some padents with back pain, 
steroids injected near the spinal 
cord help, as can injections of local 
anesthetics into nerve ganglia in 
the neck or lower back. In other 
cases, doctors put electrical devices 
in the brain or spinal cond to block 
pain. 

Doctors can also' destroy pain 
nerves surgically or chemically, but 
this is usually done only if patients 
have a short tile expectancy, 
because new pain nerves can 
sprout, notes Dr. Douglas Merrill, 
chairman of die committee on pain 
management .for tire American 
Society of Anesthesiologists. 

The bottom line is there’s help 
available, butyop may have to fight 
fork. , ■ 

\bu may also have tfr fight your 
own tendency to let pain become 
"a way of life" says Merrill, The 
solution may be tQ "find something 
to do, with your fife oilier tiiah 


These drags aO [work through a 1 .watch TV aqd wait for, si* hotirs to 
special type' of opioid receptor in ! go arotirid to tateypur pills again." 
die brain tailed ijui. • 


I BAR DR. OOTh 

am a 34-year-old 
lother of two children, 
rho exercises reguitvtyJ 
refghs 1 04 pounds, 
nd fries fe avold[ 
xcess dietary fal. I 
Notify was diagnosed 
iHh mild diabetes. I lost! 
ay mother (88), my 
Ister (38) and my 
irother (24) to heart 
Macks within the past! 
Ive years. I admit that 
occasionally experl- 1 
tnce chest discomfort 
luring exercise. Do I 
lead to worry? 

DEAR READER: 

Worry is simply going to 
nake matters worse. What 
roil need most is a thorough! 
rardiac evaluation thatr 
should, in my opinion, include! 
t stress lest and, probahly. at 
roronary angiogram. You may 
well have inherited an unfor- 
tunate genetic pattern that 
predisposes you tu premature 
heart disease. 

As I’m sure you’re aware, 
coronary artery disease in 
women has been uitdcr-apprc- 
ciatcd for decades. Within flic! 
past few years, physicians! 
have finally begun to recog- 
nize the fact that heart dis- 
ease, formerly believed to be 
a male disorder, also affects a 
high percentage of women,! 
even young ones. Diabetes, 
which cap also be inherited, [ 
further increases the risk. [ 
If you were my patient, 1 
would immediately schedule! 
you for a stress test. However,! 
such tests can be misleading;! 
they may be norma! in the! 
presence of coronary block-! 
age. Consequently, an 
angiogram, the X-ray test that 
is the gold standard for diag- 
nosing this condition, may be 
necessary. The fact that you 
experience occasional, cxer-l 
dse-induced chest discomfort 
makes me all die more;suspi-| 
clous that you may have nl 
potential problem that must! 
be addressed, D.op't delay.! 
Ybur family physician pan inltb 
ate the necessary testing, 
working with a cardiologist If 
a specialist’s : opinion is 

required,' V • 
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THUMPS INTO GROUND 






WASHINGTON (AP) — A weapon 
designed to knock enemy missiles 
nut of the sky foiled its sixth 
direct-hit attempt, raising ques- 
tions about the technological fea- 
sibility of a defense system that is 
now a national priority. 

Pentagon officials in charge of 
the Army's Theater High-Altitude 
Area Defense (THAAD) missile 
program put a positive spin on 
the test Monday, saying all target- 
ing. radar and' launch systems 
worked well together for die first 
time. And they predicted a com- 
plete success soon, although they 
couldn't say exactly wliat caused 
the miss. 


“Everything seemed to work 
very, very well with the exception, 
obviously, of wliat happened rela- 
tive to the closing end game For 
tiie missile," Lt. Gen. Lester Lyles, 
director of the Ballistic Missile 
Defense Organization, told a 
Pentagon news conference. 

Critics of the program were 
skeptical, however, given that the 
Pentagon has spent more than 
$50 billion on research and limit- 
ed testing on missile defense with 
few results, dating to the Reagan 
administration's ambitious space- 
based "Star Iters*' system. 

"At some point you have to 
wonder if this is in the category of 


developing fusion power,” said 
John Pike of the Federation of 
American Scientists. “The fact is. 
even (lie smallest malfunction 
means you missed the target." 

The THAAD is designed to 
strike enemy missiles fired - from 
ranges of 1,280 kilometers away 
or more ■ Just the kinds of 
weapons nations such as Iran, 
North Korea and Pakistan are 
developing, raising the threat to 
US troops and allies overseas. 

Lyles said scientists won't know 
exactly what went wrong with the 
THAAD hit-co-kill part of die mis- 
sile test until reviewing radar, 
infrared and visual data. The 


telemetry system, which tracks 
how the THAAD is performing, 
went down one minute into the 
test. 

Monday's test was the ninth in 
a series of 13 flight tests for the 
THAAD program and the sixth 
attempt ar intercepting a missile. 
The system has cost $3.8 billion 
so far. 

The THAAD - by definidon a 
regional rather than national mis- 
sile defense system that could 
protect American cities from 
attack - has technology that is the 
most sophisticated military 
weaponry, and it would con- 
tribute to development of a sys- 


tem that could protect the United 
States. 

In mid-March, the House and 
Senate passed separate bills mak- 
ing the deployment of a national 
missile defense as soon as possi- 
ble a US government priority. 

President Bill Clinton, who had 
threatened to veto similar legisla- 
tion in the past, this year pro- 
posed spending £6.6 billion more 
through 2005 for missile defense 
work. 

Given the technological hur- 
dles, the administradon moved its 
target dare for deploying a nation- 
al missile defense system - ir one 
can be built - from 2003 to 2005. 


The Pentagon cliarged 
Lockheed Martin Corp„ the 
maker of the anti-missile system, 
a S 1 5 million penalty for not 
achieving a body-ro-body hit dur- 
ing Monday's test as required by 
irs $15 billion contract, modified 
last June under congressional 
order. 

Lockheed will have to achieve 
two successful hit-to-kill missile 
tests by June 30 or be penalized 
another $20 million, according to 
the contract. In all, the company 
could face up to $75 million in 
penalties by rhe end of 1999. 

The next THAAD flight test is 
scheduled for May. 


mars surveyor ready to transmit data 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — The Mars 
Global Surveyor (MGS) has extend- 
ed its main antenna and is ready to 
transmit data about die red plan- 
et’s surface, NASA announced 
Monday. 

MGS has been in orbit 367 kilo- 
meters above Mars, whose surface 
it lias been sent to map. ■ 

Tire antenna hod remained fold- 
ed — reducing its power — since 
the probe's November 19% 
launch to prevent damage from 
exliaust streaming out MGS' main 
engine. 

"Having a deployed, steerable 
higli-gain antenna is like switching 
from a garden hose to a fire hose 
in terms of data return from the 


spacecraft” said Joseph Beerer, 
flight operations manager for Mars 
Global Surveyor at NASAs Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. 

Mission officials — who had 
been forced to lialt data gathering 
intermittently in order to transmit 
information to Earth — can now 
simultaneously accumulate and 
send data from die MGS. 

MGS entered Mars oibit in 
September 1997 and had drawn 
closer to the planet's surface regu- 
larly over the last few weeks. 

The probe lias sent data and 
photographs back to Earth, but 
its map-making mission kicks off 
April 4. 
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HUBBLE SPACE 
TELESCOPE OBSERVES 
SEASONAL CHANGES 
ON URANUS 






WASHINGTON (AFP) — Using 
images captured by die US Hubble 
space relescope, scientists for the 
first time have observed atmos- 
pheric disturbances on Uranus as it 
emerges from its long winter, 
NASA said Monday. 

A film by Erich Karkoschka, a 
researcher at die University of 
Arizona, shows waves of brilliant 
douds scudding across Uranus' 
atmosphere, NASA said, 

The film also shows the planet's 


rings undergoing a series ofjolts as 
the planet comes to life. 

"No one has ever seen this view 
in die modem era of astronomy 
because of the long year of Uranus, 
more than 84 Earth years," said 
Heidi Hammel of the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 

Uranus, a gas giant some four 
times larger than Earth, was dis- 
covered bi 1781 by British 
astronomer William Hersdiel. 
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The Mars Orbiter Camera (MOC) on board 
the Mars Global Surveyor (MGS) space- 
craft has been documenting a variety of 
lantfforms in the volcanic Tharsis region. 
Visible in the upper left quarter are the 
lava flows — NASA Photo 
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Dacdalia Planum is a broad, wind-swept 
volcanic plain southwest of the Arsia Mons 
volcano. Here, the wind streaks are a com 
bination of bright surfaces. The streaks 
indicate wind blowing from right to left 
NASA Photo 
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THOUGH THE FIRST computer 
virus bit an Apple I! in 1980. 
Macintosh owners can rest assured 
that their “Macs" are not under 
threat from the "Melissa" vims, 
which was “fingerprinted" by an 
expert yesterday after it downed 
tlwusands of computers in die 
United States and left its mark on 
an Australian government system. 

“This vims cannot send mail on 
systems miming MacOS;" read an 
advisory posted by die Computer 
Emergency Response Team (CERT). 

However, “die vims can be 
stored on MacOS," added CERT, 
which is located at Carnegie 
Mellon University,, in Pirtsljuigli, 
Pennsylvania. 

E-mail servers are also not under 
direct direat from die worm like 
vims, as Melissa is only activated 
after it is opened on Microsoft 
Word 97 or Word 2000. 

This is die second time, since its 
establishment 10-years ago, that 
die computer research facility, 
funded by die US Department of 
Defense, considers a vims impor- 
tant enough to warrant a public 
announcement. 

On November 2. 1988, Robert 
Tappan Morris, son of US Defense 
Department researcher “Hob" 
Morris, unleashed wliat is known 
in the industry as a "worm” and 
crashed the Internet's predecessor 
- the ARPRANET 

The Cornell University graduate, 
known by his login “mil,” meant 
no liaim. His “worni" was an 
experiment into the possibilities of 
utilizing idle computers on a wide 
area network such as die Internet 
for tiie solution of complex mathe- 
matical queries. 

But a programming flaw on 
rtm's part demonstrated the 
Internet’s susceptibility to attack 
and subsequently opened the 
doors wide on the controvei-sy of 
computer crime in the United 
States. 

Tiie larest Melissa allair, though 
evoking memories of the “Mniris 
worm' days, differs lx?cniiso now 
there is adequate legislation and 
awareness of the implications of 
computer crime. 

Michael Vatis, a federal prosecu- 
tor and director of the National 
Infrastructure Protection Center 
Jwsed at the Eetleral Bureau of 
investigation (FBI) headquarters, 
■wealed Tuesday that military and 
government computers were sabo- 
taged. along with thousands of 
other institutions’ systems. 

. ft is important tliat computer 
onme is not just dismissed as kids 
■ooliiig around " he said. "There : 

®nsequences f 0 r rea j ^ 

Tiie transmission of a -virus can , : 
* a matter and the FBI is 
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investigating,” warned Nferis. 

Hie New York Times reported 
Tliesday that die FBI so far has 
managed to “fingerprint" the 
Melissa virus widr die aid of soft- 
ware developer Ridiarri Smith of 
Pliar Lap Software, who has given 
the bureau evidence dwr die virus 
may be the work of someone who 
wrote and distributed a similar pro- 
gram two years ago and uses the 
moniker “VicodinES." 

VicodinES, wliidi is the name of 
a narcotic painkiller, is used by 
Melissa's author, or one of them 
Smith told the The Assodated 
Press Tliesday. 

Smith, who majored in comput- 
er sdence at North Carolina State, 
lias managed to track down a teen- 
age boy through a digital finger- 
print left on every ducument tile in 
the popular Microsoft Office pack- 
age of software applications. One 
month ago he caught the world's 
attention when lie identified tire 
digital fingerprinting and revealed 
that tiie company was compiling 
die serial numbers of its users' 
computers in a database, raising 
cries of outrage from privacy advo- 
cates. Microsoft promised to let 
users eliminate the fingerprint. 

The hacker, meanwhile who 
Smith calls "the Vicodin guy," is 
motivated by equal parts malice 
and a fascination with how tilings 
work, Smidi speculated and lias a 
record of vinrs writing who uses 
die computer handle VicodinES. 
Tiie youth is suspected of stealing 
an America Online password and 
using the account to spread at least 
three viruses since December 
1997. 

Hi make matters worse, a similar 
vims called Papa was discovered 
Monday. Papa sends out even more 
infected e-mails tlmn Melissa, 
though it lias a bug tliat sometimes 
prevents it (ioni working, said 
Srivats Sampaih, of McAfee 
Software, a company tliat makes 
antivirus software. 

Meanwhile, Agence France 
Presse (AFT) quoted California- 
based Netwoik Associates official 
Sal Viveros as saying Papa was a 
"poorly written copycat" of Melissa 
tliat attacks computers equipped 
with Microsoft's Excel software. 

With Papa, wiien a user opens 
an infected e-mail, die virus is auto- 
matically extended to the first 60 
addresses they detects in die user|s . 
computer. Bjch rirhe a user re- ( 
opens die infected dpaiment, the 
vims Spreads. : ' 

Melissa, 'which targets Microsoft 
Wtoid 97 and Won! 2000 jmd Srjncjs , 
an infectious -message to til? first. 
50 addresses, is propagat*: t 
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Mthord Smith, president of Phar Lap Software of Cambridge, Mass./shown at hii office 

Tuesday, has given the FBI evidence that the "Melissa" computer virue may be the work of 

a toeneager who wrote and distributed a similar program two years ago and uses the 
moniker VicodinES — AP Photo 


Hli Inst night. Carnegie Mellon 
Uiiiveisity spokesman William 
I’ollak said CERT had confinned 
that there were 50,000 infected 
host computers ar 1 00 sites all over 
die world. 

Another security software spe- 
cialist, Content Technologies of 
Washington state, warned Monday 
that the vims was "spreading like 
wildfire and wreaking havoc with 
corporate e-mail systems." 

Corporate giants such as 
Microsoft, Intel, Lucent and Dell 
Computer were among die hun- 
dreds of businesses swamped widi 
millions of unwanted e-mail mes- 
sages. 

"It was like somebody walked 
into our building and tossed a big 
stink bomb." Michael Dell, chief 
executive officer of Dell Computer 
Corporation was quoted as saying 
by AFP. 

Able to propagate itself, 
Melissa sends enough mail to a 
specific site that it can swamp a 
mall server. It also can lead to 
the propagation of original doc- ' 
. uments from a user's computer, 
rather than one .infected with 
the virus, and thereby raises the 
possibility that critical Informa- 
tion could be released /comput- 
er specialists said: : ■ 

.As an example, Tiie 
Associated Press reported 
IBesday that the e-mail net- 
work at Lockheed Martin, die 1 
aerospace , • . company. ! in 
Bcjthesda. Maryland, vvfis over- 

• FoadecL. - 0;"' ! T ' T ^ " - 
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CERT lias responded to more 
than 1*1,000 security incidents 
that have affected over 200,000 
sites in the Department of 
Defense, other federal agen- 
cies, and the private sector. 

The internet has grown from 


80,000 hunts ail 1988. lo '29 mil- 
lion hosts today, with growth 
expected to reach 100 million 
by the year 2000. 

Mom information about the 
Melissa virus is available oh the 


Web at htt/j ://w w w. cert. org/rtrfw'- 
sonvs/CA-99-04-Mtlissa-Macm- 
Vinis.lt I ml. Microsoft has a 
patch available at 
http://wme. niicivsafl, cont/securi- 
tyJbiillctiiis/ms99-002. asp. 


PHONE AND ORGANIZER 


A South Korean 
woman writes the 
word "Internet" on 
the display of the 
new Samsung 
Electronics wireless 
Internet phene 
shewn In Seoul 
March 30. Samsung 
says the mulll-func- 
tlen wireless phene 
Is a combination 
phone and Internet 
access tool which 
also has the ability 
to send text mes- 
sages or pictures by 
e-mail without the 
use of a personal 
computer The units 
will be available for 
stile domestically In 
April at an undeteiv 
ptined price and 
Samsung; jhepte h* ; 
sell oM million units 
at Itoipe and abroad ; 
irijits year Reuters 
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07:00 Market 
Watch 
07:30 Europe Today 
08:00 Market Watch 
15:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17:00 US Market Watch 
19:00 Europe Tonight 
20:00 US Power Lunch 
21 :00 US Street Signs 
23:00 US Market Wrap 
00:00 Europe Tonlghl(r) 

01 :30 NBC Nightly News 
02:00 CNBC Asia Squawk Box 
03:30 US Market Wrap(r) 

04:00 Trading Day 
06:00 US Business Centre 
06:30 Lunch Money 



NATIONAL 
OEOORAPHIC 
CHANNEL 


0230 

Peaces: Tana 
Toraja 
03:00 Relay 

04:00 NBC NlghUy News 

04:00 MSNBC Time & Again 

05:30 Voteea Ol DooWop 

06:00 Mixed Strand: Truk Lagoon 

07:00 Family Hour Sea Turtles: 

Ancient Nomads 

OB:OOWikll Snake Invasion 

GB :30 wndl Piranha 

00:00 Oar Living World: Stolon Rfwar 

1000 National Geographic Spacfala: 

Sonoran Desert: A Violent Eden 

11:00 Peoples & Places: Lost 

Civilizations 

of RioLe Manta 

1200 Amazon Journal 

1300 Wild: Bear Attack predatory 

Black Bear 

1400 Mixed Strand Human Impact 
1500 Family Hour Sea Turlies: 
Ancient Nomada 
1.600 Wild! Bush Babies 
16:30 WW1 A Few Acorns More 
1700 Our Uvlng World Mirror Woitd 
16:00 National Geographic Specials: 
Spitting Mad: Wild Camels 01 The 
Andes 

10OO People & Races: Kuia: Ring 
Of Power 



07:00 News 
11:15 
Europeans 
11:45 Style 
12:15 International 
12:45 No Comment 
13:15 International 
13:45 2000 
14:15 Cult 
14:45 Vtaa 
15:162000 
15:45 Style 
16:15 Cinema 
16:45 Globus 
17:15 International 
17:45 2000 
18:15 Cult ' 

16:45 Visa 
16:15 Globus 
16:45 Europeans 
20:16 News & Analysis 
22:45 Globus „ 

23:00 News & Analysis 
23:45 Style 

00:00 News & Analysis 
00:45 No Comment 
01:00 News 6 AnalyBlB 
01:45 International 
02:15 Cult 
02:45 Europeans 
03:00 End 


EuroNews 



01:00 Joumal-Wllh 
Top Story 
01:30 Close-Up 
02:00 Journal -Mil Tageethema 
02.30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
03:00 Journal-Con Tema Det Dla 
/Journal -With Top Story 
03:30 Germany Today 
04:Q0 Joumal-Mtt Tsgeslhama 
04:30 100 Deutsche Jahre 
05:00 Joumal'WHh Top Story 
05:30 people And Politics 
06:00 Jdumal-MIl Tegasthema 
06:30 Deulechland Heute 
07:00 Journal* With Tap Story 
07:30 Close-Up 

0&.00 Journal-Mil Tageethema ; 
0&W Auto Motor Und Sport TV 


09:00 JoumaJ-WHh Top Story 
09:30 Germany Today 
10:00 Journal-Mil Tagesthema 
10:30 100 DeuteahB Jahre 
1 1 :00 Joumat-WIth Top Story 
1 1 :30 People And Polllica 
12:00 Joumaf-MIt Tageaihema 
13:00 Journal- With Top Story 
13:30 Close-Up 
1 4:0b Journal-Mtt Tagesthema 
1 4:30 Auto Motor JJnd Sport TV 
15:00 Joumal-Wllh Top Story 
15:30 Germany Today 
16:00 Journal -Mlt Tagesthema 
16:30 Etna Orgel 
1 7:00 Joumal-Wllh Top Story 
17:30 People And Polltlca 
18:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
16:30 Dautschland Heute 
19:00 JoumaJ-WWh Top Story 
19:30 Germany: A Hundred Years 
20:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
20:30 Europe Aktuell-Das Magazln 
A ua Br,ssef 

21 :00 Journal- With Top Story 
22:00 Jouinal-MIt ItageBthema 
Journal-Con Tema Del Dla 
2 2:30 EtneOrgel F.r Tokyo 
22:30 Un Slglo Da Aleman! a 
23:00 Journal-With Top Story 
23:30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
00:00 Jotirnal-Mff Tagesthema 
00:30 Deutschland Heute 



07:00 Journal TVS 
07:15 

■ 

Gourmand tses 

07:30 TeJematin 

09:00 TV5 Mhutsa et rneteo 

09:05 Joiena! da Radto-Cenada 

09:30 4 el Demi 

10:00 TVS Minutes 

10:05 Ctalre Lamarnha 

11:00 TV5 Minutes 

1105 Reference 

11 :30 Espece Francophone 

12:00 TV5 Minutes 

12:05 Zg Zag Cate 

12:45 GourmandlBaa 

13:00 TV5 Minutes 

13.05 Vblla Parts 

1 3:30 Journal da France 3 

1 4:00 Envoys Special 

1 6:00 Journal International TVS 

1 6: 1 5 Comment ca Va 

17:16 Pyramlde 

1 7:45 Bus et Compagnls 

18:30 TVS Minutes 

1B25JSU 

1 9:00 Questions Pour un Champion 

19:30 Journal TV5 

20:00 Votla Paris 

20:27 UnUvre Un Jour 

20:30 Journal da La T3R 

21:00 Special Cinema 

23:00 Journal de Francs Television 

23.30 S pedal Cinema 

01 :25 Mateo Intamatlorale 

0150 Journal de France 3 

02:00 Journal de la RTBF 

02:30 Le Cerda 

04:00 Aflca 

04:30 Muslqua Muslquea 
0&OOTV5 Mlnluas 
05*6 4 et Demi 
05*0 Pyramlde 



09:30 Superbl(<e 
11:00 Curling 
1 3:00 Motocross 
13:30 Motrocycling 
14:30 Tennis , 

1 5:00 Equestrianism 
16:00 Golf 
17:00 Football 
18:00 LIVE Tennis: WTA 
Tournament 
In Hilton Head, USA 
19:30 Moto reports 
20:30 Xtrem Sports 
21:00 Bloopers 
21:30 Rolls r-Skatlng 
23:30 Football 
01:30 Motorsports 
02:30 Close 


BBC 


WORLD 


02:00 BBC Work! News 
02:30 World Uving 
03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today 
03:45 World Business Report 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Asia Today 
04:45 World Business Report 
06:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Asia Today 
05:45 World Business Report 
06:00 BBC World News 
08:30 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC World News 
07:30 World Focus 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Uving 
09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard Talk 
1 0:00 BBC World News 
1 0:30 World Focus 
11:00 BBC World News 
11:30 Hard Talk 
12:00 BBC World News 
12:30 World Uving 
13:00 The World Today 
14:00 The Wortd Today 
14:30 WBd World 
16:00 BBC World News 
15:15 World Business Report 
1 5:30 The Work! Today 
16:30 World Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:30 Wortd Living 
18:00 BBC Wortd News 
16:30 Film India 
1 9:00 BBC World News 
19:30 World Living 
20:00 The World Today 
21:00 The World Today 
21:30 Hard Talk 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:30 World Focus 


SH€HA*TfMUE 


02:00 Prolralts 
03:00 Equinox DjSCOUflril 
04:00 Discovery 
Profile Series 
05:00 Go For It 
06:00 Uehuela 
07:00 The New Explorers 
08:00 Travelers 
09:00 Lonely Planet 
10:00 Inntimate Escapes 
10:30 inntimate Escapes 
1 1 :00 Eyewitness 
11:30 Spalte 
1 2:00 Go For Itl 
13:00 The New Explorers 
14:00 Travelers 
1 5:00 Inntimate Escapes 
1 5:30 Inntimate Escapes 
16:00 Ushuala 
17:00 Lonely Planet 
18:00 The Shark Files 
19:00 Going Wild 
19:30 Paleworld IV 
20:00 Great Mysteries And 
MythB 

20:30 History’s Turning Points 
21:00 Extreme Machine 
22:00 Discovery Profile Series 
23:00 Go For Itl 
00:00 Lonely Planet 
01 :00 Going Wild 
01:30 Paleworld 



03:00 The Grind 
03:30 Nfght Videos 
07:00 Klckstprt 
08:00 Top Selection 
09:00 Klckstart 
10:00 Non Stop Hits 
13:00 European Top 20 
14:00 Non Stops Hits 
17:00 Select MTV 
19:00 Say What 
20:00 So 90’s 
21:00 Top Selection 
22:00 MTV pata Videos 
23:00 Amour 
00:00 MTV ip 
01:00 The LaCeLfck 


04:00 The Secret 
World Of Alex Mack 
04:30 ThB Adventures Of Pete 
& Pete 

05:00 Mighty Max 

05:30 Rocko's Modem Life 

06:00 Real Monsters 

06:30 Doug 

07:00 Arthur 

07:30 Wlmzle'e House 

08:00 Blues Clues 

08:30 The Busy World Of 

Richard Scarry 

09:00 Mr Men 

09:05 Mr Men 

09:10 Mr Men 

09:15 Magic Mountain 

09:30 The Dlgewell Dog Show 

09:45 Utile Hippo 

10:00 Arthur 

10:30 Hey Arnold 

11:00 Captain Star' 

11:30 Rugrats 
12:00 Renford's Rejects 
12:30 The Secret Wortd Of 
Alex Mack 
13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko's Modern Life 
14:00 Real Monsters 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
15:00 Rugrats 
15:30 Captian Star 
16:00 Renford's Rejects 
16:30 Are You Afraid Of The 
Dark7 



03:30 Major Dundee 
05:30 The Karate Kid 



07:30 A Vow To Kill 


09:00 Drive 


11:00 Inside Hollywood 
11:30 Explorers 
13:30 Switched At Birth 


16:30 The One And Only 
18:00 Double Hit-Jeff Bridges: 
Starman 


20:00 Jeff Bridges: White 
Squall 

22:30 Box Of Moonlight 
00:30 Money Train 



02:00 Star Trek-The 
Next Generation 
03:00 Silk Stalking 
04:00 Powerboat & Jeteport 
World 1998 Series 
04:30 Pacific Blue 
05:30 Acapulco Heat 
06:30 The Premier Match 
08:30 Inelde Edition 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 Early Edition 
11:00 Real TV 
11:30 Acapulco Heat 
12:30 Inside Edition 
13:00 Cupid 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
15:00 Paradox . 

16:00 Star Trek-The Next 
Generation 
17:00 Early Edition 
18:00 Real TV 
18:30 Water Rats 
19:30 Cupid 
20:30 The Net 
2.1:30 Silk Stalking 
22:30 The Premier Match 
00:30 Powerboat & Jetsport 
World 1S9B Series 
01:00 Acapulco Heat ., 


02:00 Eric N/f* iwnhanaviiat 

Clapton Unplugged 
03:18 VH1 To One; Celine 
Dion 

04:00 VH1 Late Shift 
08:00 Power Breakfast 
10:00 Pop Up Video 
11:00 Upbeat 
14:00 Ten Of The Be9t: 
Catherine 
Zeta Jones 

15:00 Greatest Hits Of: Kate 
Bush 

15:18 Pop-Up Video 

16:00 Jukebox 

18:10 Talk Music 

19:00 Five ® Five 

19:00 Pop-Up Video 

20:00 Happy Hour With Toyah 

Willcox 

21:00 VH1 Hits 
23:00 Bob Mills' Big 80’s 
00:00 The VH1 Classic Chart 
01:00 Greatest Hits Of...: The 
Police 



02:30 Lush Life 
02:55 It's A Man’s 
World 


03:00 New York News 
03:25 Married With Children 
03:50 Homicide: Ufe On The 
Streets 

04:40 One Life To Live 
05:30 General Hospital 
0&20 Sunset Beach 
07:10 Port Charles 
07:35 Designing Women 
08:00 1 Married Dora 
08:25 Daddy Dearest 
08:50 The Charmings 
09:05 Silver Spoons 
09:40 Houston Knights 
1 0:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One Life To Live 
11:45 General Hospital 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:26 Port Charles 
13:40 Designing Women 
14:15 1 Married Dora 
14:40 Daddy Dearest 
15:05 The Charmings 
15:30 Houston Knights 
17:10 Minor Adjustments 
17:35 Step By Step 
18:00 Early Edition 
19:00 Martin 

16:30 Malcolm And Eddie 
20:00 3rd Rock 
20:30 3rd Rock 
21 :00 Melrose Place 
22:00 Lush Life - 
22:30 It's A Man's World 
23:00 Love Boat; The Next 
Wave' 

00:00 Friends 
00:25 Drew Carey 
00:50 Sefnfeld 
01:15 Just Shoot Me 
01:40 ER 



04:00 Waiting For 
Guff man 

06:00 Blood Of The 
Hunter 

08:00 Lone Star 

1 0:00 White Mile 

1 2:00 Waiting For Guffmqn 

14:00 The Mighty Quinn 

16:00 Alaska 

18:00 Hard Eight 

20:00 Fried Omen Tomatoes At 

The WhJstjestop Caf£ 

22:00 Judgement Day The Ellle 
Nesler Story ■ 

00:00 Black Robe . .■ : 

02:00 Judgement Day The Ellle 
hjeder story .>/ 


» 


•i 

V 



Houwwttt 


04:30 Crook & 

Chase 

05:30 Judge | 

Judy 

06:00 Regis And Kathy Lee(r) 
07:00 Jeopardy(r) 

07:30 Wheel Of Fortune 
08:00 Hollywood Squares 
08:30 Sally Jessy Raphael 
09:30 El Uncut 
10:00 The Roseanne Show 
11:00 Sunshine Cuisine 
11 :30 Cooking Secrets of The 
CIA 

12:00 El News Daily 
12:30 E! FYE 

13:00 Regis And Kathy Lee 

14:00 El Behind The Scenes 

14:30 Movie TV 

15:OOTravel Update 

16:30 The View 

18:30 Flare TV 

17:00 The Roseanne Show 

18:00 Jeopardy 

18:30 Wheel of Fortune 

19:00 Hollywood Squares 

19:30 Judge Judy 

20:00 El Uncut 

20:30 El Cut To The Chase 

21 :00 El Extreme Close Up 

21 :30 El Q & E 

22:00 Flare TV 

22:30 Late Show With David 

Letterman 

23:30 El News Daily(r) 

00:00 Jerry Springer 
01 :00 The View (r) 






01:00 Shaft 
03:00 Midnight 
Cowboy 

05:00 The Great Escape 
07:00 New York. New York 
1 1 :00 Return Of The Seven 
13:00 That’s Entertainment 
15:00 Father Of The Bride 
17:00 Dr. No 
19:00 Diner 
21:00 Logan's Run 
23:00 The Asphalt Jungle 


i ftfl 

n bill 



12:00 Home Video 


16:30 Cartoons 



17:00 Super Boy 
18:00 Unplugged 
18:30 Saved By The Bell 
20:00 News 
20:30 Accapolco Heat 
23:30 Ruthless People 



08:00 Arabic Vedio-Cllp MS 
07:00 Yan Can Cook 


08:30 Sports 
14:00 Flash News/Uve 
15:15 Telespori 
16:15 Pino 
20:00 News 



07100 Le Journal 


07:15 French 



Focus 

07.30 News Headlines 
08:30 N.Y.P.D Blue JJ. 

■ ■ *" l 

09: 1 5 Divine Pledge V 
10:00 News at Ten.' 1 

-G 

10)30 Cover Story. ; . . 
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WEDNESDAY. MARCH 3 1 . 1 999 
By Stella Wilder 

B orn today, you can boast of a great 
many skills and talents, but your 
greatest single strength is likely to 
be your ability to inspire confidence 
in those around you, and to win the 
support of those who might at the 
outset be on the other side of the fence. You are 
persistent and hard-working, and your tenacity is 


sure to inspire awe in those observing your work. 
There are times, however, when you can be just as 
lazy as the next person, but even laziness is 
something which you perfectl You can be the lazi- 
est among the lazy when you put your mind to itl 
On the whole, however, you maintain a balance 
between rest and hard work. 

Your life is sure to progress according to a 
schedule of alternating periods of accomplish- 
ment and experimentation, but when you are 


older and you “come into your own," it may be 
qujte difficult for others to tell when you are con- 
fident in your efforts or when you’re uncertain 
about what's going on. 

Also bom on this date ate: A1 Gore. Jr., U.S. vice 
president; Liz Claiborne, fashion designer: Rene 
Descartes, philosopher; Shirley Jones, actress and 
singer; Rhea Perlman, actress; Franz Joseph 
Haydn, composer. 
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'■^You're likely to have 
ifobble today gaffing in 
; .‘touch with someone 
: V youVe been thinking 
< bbogt a lot lately. Keep 
trylngl 


You may not be able to 
avoid those who would 
be critical of you today, 
but this needn't result in 
any negative feelings. 
Keep things In perspec- 
tive. 


A close friend may 
become more of a com- 
petitor. than a. supporter 
before the day is out, 
but this is likely to be 
true for only a short 
. time. 


What's expected today Is 
not likely to be the most 
Interesting thing that hap- 
pens. Be willing to sur- 
prise yourself and others. 


You're sure to be in the 
spotttght at- least during 
a portion of the day, but 
there's no reason to 
behave In any way out 
of character. Be your- 
self! 


Style is everything 
today. You have a firm 
grasp of substance 
right now, so you can 
concentrate more on 
how things*are “coming 
across” to others. 
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You'll, learn the differ- 
ence between doing 
something right and 
stopping short of the 
mark. You'll understand 
a recent error as a 
result. 


You're likely to meet 
someone today who will 
figure prominently in 
your life on at least two 
occasions In the future. 
Get ready for a surprise! 


You'll find yourself wait- 
ing, waiting and waiting 
some more today for 
something that is 
unclear. When it comes, 
you'll know. 


Don’t let yourself be 
fooled by those who 
would have you believe 
that you cannot change 
things for the better. 
You can make a differ- 
ence! 


A bargain Is available 
to you and only you 
today, but you've got to 
act fast. You can’t 
expect this offer to last 
forever! 


This is a good day to 
take time out from 
your busy schedule to 
get back in touch with 
the way you're really 
feeling, even If only for 
a few moments. 


RANIA GOES INTERNATIONAL 



AS 

Ao, 


Jordanian female 


entertainer. Rani a 
Kurdi, left for the US 


yesterday to participate in 
a one day concert on 
April 3rd, through 
Children of Our World 
Foundation, a non-prof- 
itnble organization, to 
promote world peace 
through children of all 
nations. 

“Artists from all over the 
world will partake in rhe 
conceit to make a uni- 
fied statement in 
, ‘One Night of 
Peace.’ which is 
also rite name of. 


1 


the song wind; will be sung.’’ Kurdi said. 

Danny Garcia, founder and executive director of die foundation, 
has been walking around the world for children's rights and wortd 
peace among people since December 7, 1996. He has walked over 
12,000 miles throughout the US, Europe, and the Middle East. This 
time, Garcia returned back to die US, specifically Red Bank. New 
jeisey and The Count Basie Theater on April 3rd to launch the song, 
concert, and walk that would be taken around rite world. 

On the day of the conceit Garcia will begin a ten mile walk from 
Sandy Hook National Park to Marine Park in Red Bank. He will then 
be joined by thousands of children to continue the walk to The Count 
Basie Theater. 192 duldren will be carrying flags representing differ- 
ent nations. 

An opening ceremony will take place in front of the theater where 
die song One Night of Peace will be sung by children and interna- 
tional artists and carried on tire wings of a dove throughout the 
world. 

"It Is a chance for children to speak out their feelings," Kurdi said. 

'Artists will sing together *0nc Night of Peace 1 like the “We are the 

World' song. 1 will be singing a few 

solos and a duet with Bruce 
Foster who's a song- 
B 1 1'^. writer and Grammy 

^ Bfcl Award nomi- 

nee, who 


by DANA ABU SHAM 
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wrote *0rre Night of Peace' with Richie Sainbora and recorded lire 
theme song to accompany Garda on his historic walk around (lie 
world," Kurdi told Tire Arab Daily. 

“I will be singing solo accompanied with my guitar, die song, 
'Sweet innocence', which I wrote and composed, sang and made a 
video dip ofit in 1997," Kurdi said. 

Kurdi got involved in die concert when she met Garda in Amman 
while he was there for his walk. He saw her work and "was 
impressed, I liad done charity concerts and my English was good, so 
I fitted the criteria well," Kurdi added. 

"There will be a worldwide media coverage for the concert. There 
would even be filming of the arriving artists at die airport ," said Kuidi. 

Kurdi has been involved in charity programs such as Breast Cancer 
Awareness Campaign and worked with die handicapped since 1992. 
“I also wotked with UNICEF. The first program 1 did for diem was 
called Hine in to Kids' where 170 countries participated Tor The 
International Children Day Tor Broadcasting," Kurdi said. 

Among the international artists who will participate in die concert 
are Cad'Jiirman {conductor of Lion King on Broadway), Mary D'Any 
(who portrayed Christine in Phantom of die Opera), Amy Kovac and 
world wide Dominion dancers, Joan O’Neil and River Deep from 
London and Limit X from Nganda, Africa. 

"We are Iwping that Bruce Springsteen might show up as he 
conies from Newjersey, and he loves children," Kurdi told The Arab; 
Daily. 

Proceeds from the concert w® benefit Garda's Milk Around the 
Yforid (bunded by hhn and two local organizations: Jason's Dreams 

B y Detmii McGinnis and provides 

[lagnosed yvfth a life threatening 
ming Center's goal is the prepfr 
t for adifevement and leadership 
uttering their academic, social, 
onal anq cultural devcJopmenL 
This center Is iwi;fay the Rev. 
Elmer Jackson. ;; ' 

T Teel great And a fetle bit 
odeed as a joitianiah apd an Arab 
invited to partkjprite.b,spme- 
ig,* 1 said Kunfi. ! 
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ACROSS 

1 One who 
does 
tedious 
work 

7 Express In 
wards 

13 “Crocodile 

ii 

14 Distance 
measure 

16 One who 
mlauaeB 
something 

16 Mora 
pretentious 

17 Sweet 
potato 

16 Sundial 
numeral 

20 Ear: prefix 

21 Aided a 
criminal 

26 California 
ball club 

28 Chocolaty 
confection 

32 Novelist 
Zola 

33 Evader 

34 Singer — 
Jackson 

36 Kale 
NellEgan 
movie 

36 Local 

37 Experienced 
person 


39 Threatens 

41 2,100, 
Roman 

44 Kin of 
mono- 

45 Vietnamese 
Leader Le 
Due — 

48 Wore away 

51 Monotony 

54 Receive 

55 Florida 
product 

66 Whirlpool a 

57 Bird, often 

DOWN 

1 1944 
Invasion 
date 

2 - . — -dub- 
dub 

3 “E plurlbus 

ii 

4 Dentist's 
deg. 

6 Command 
to a home 

6 More 
uncanny 

7 Braid 

8 That girl 

9 Stool 
pigeon 

10 Exchange 
premium 

11 Beef tat 

12 Architect — 


Answer lo Previous Puzzle 
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Saarinen 

fg " a 

Wonderful 

Life" 

21 Q lowing 

22 Private 
Bailey 

23 DecadBnt 

24 Washington 
airport . 

25 — vu 

26 Poet — 
Khayyam 

27 Eat 

29 Fawn,B.g. 

30 Actress — 
Rowlands 

31 Poetic 
name for 
Ireland 

37 Movers' 
vehicle 


38 GttiuB of 
ants 

40 Some 
Louvre 
works 

41 Ancient 
Persian 

42 TV’s talking 
hares 

43 Heavy 
string 

45 Hue 

46 Enormous 

47 Biblical 
grain 
measure 

49 502, Roman 

50 Adam’s 
mate 

52 Poetic 
preposition 

53 c - Kapltal" 
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ARABIC OR NOT, SINGER 
AMR DIAB JUST WANTS TO 

BE A HIT 


DUBAI (AFP) — Egyptian srnr Amr Dial), a 
heart-throb of young women in the Arab 
world, says his break with traditional 
Arabic music must be a success because it 
sells albums internationally. 

“I leave the promotion of culture, social 
issues and politics to the specialized peo- 
ple who work in those fields.” he told 
reporters in Dubai ahead of a concert on 
Wednesday. 

"Being known internationally doesij't 
mean I should represent Arab culture or 
politics. I ain just a singer,” said the winner 
of a 1998 Worldwide Music Award at a fes- 
tival in Monaco. 

Amr Diab said he would keep working on 
his brand of "Mediterranean music” in col- 
laboration with other artists, following a 
hit with "Habibi Ya Nour Al-Ain” (My dar- 
ling, light of iny eyes) set to Spanish fla- 
menco music. 

His next album, to be released this sum- 
mer, features duets with the king of North 
African Rai. Cheb Khaled of Algeria, as well 
as with Creek singer Angella Demetrio. . 

"We should keep pace with the latest 
trends in music in the west and produce 
our music to the taste of rhe listeners 
there.” the 36-year-old singer said. 

“The thing is simple: I sing in my own 
style that is in keeping with the modem 
age. and most importantly, sells. This is all 
that matters to me," the singer insisted. 

But Amr Diab, a native of Port Said at the 
centre of Arab-lsraeli conflicts, acknowl- 
edged having turned down one million dol- 
lars to perform in the Jewish state. 
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Cheb Khaled of Algeria (L) and Amr Diab (R) 
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COLOGNE (AP) — Violinist Isaac Stem arrived in 
Germany on Monday for the first time since lie 
was diene as a US. soldier a half-centuiy ago. live 
78-year-old virtuoso will not be performing - lie 
led his violin at home in New York - but will give 
master classes to young musicians. 

"I have a responsibility to pass on to die next 
generation what I learned from my teachers," lie 
said. "It keeps me young and reminds me where 
I came from. Teaching young artists is like giving 
water to a flower." 

Stem said he and his wife will visit die German 
cities where Beethoven, Bach and Mendelssohn 
lived and worked. He called Germany a “country 
of music" and said it is time to return to hear and 
see for himself what young German musicians are 
drawing from their heritage. 

Stem was bom in Russia but moved to Lite 
United States with his parents when he was a 
baby and is an American citizen. He is the presi- 
dent of Carnegie Hall. 
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LONDON — Former Spice Girl Geri Haiiiweii, 
who metamorphosed from feisty Ginger Spice to 
demure sophisticate, is poised to adopt a new 
guise in a ghoulish video for tier debut single, die 
Minor reported. 

lit a series of pictures, the tabloid unveiled the 
new-look Geri - in a flowing white gown and with 
long, ted extensions to her hair - prapdng around 
tombstones followed by a group of nuns. 

"Geri looks like a cross between Kate Btish and 
Madonna, 11 one insider on tjie production was 


quoted as saying. "It’s definitely a diange ofdirec- 
tion for her. The video will shock a lot of people." 

The 250,000 pound ($404,400) video, which 
was shot in die Czech capital Prague, was made 
for "Look At Me". Iwr first single Rom her solo 
album due out mid-ycor. It starts with a Victorian 
funeral procession that winds dirough Highgote 
cemetery in nordi London. 

Millionaire Halliwell has been trying to cast 
aside lier “pop chide" image since leaving the all- 
giri Spice Girts last May and I ropes her new look 
will appeal to an older audience. 

n O G <!» «.» 'J 

LONDON — Liam Gallagher, bad-boy lead singer 
of the rock group Oasis, and his pregnant wife 
were shaken up when British soccer hooligans 
threw a bride through the window of their car, 
newspapers reported. 

“I was absolutely terrified," Gallagher told the 
Sun tabloid of the attack in die fashionable 
Marylebone area of London before Saturday's 
England versus Poland match. 

Gallagher told, the newspapers that drunken 
hooligans hurled abuse at him and his wife, 
actress Patsy Kens it, before throwing a bride 
through the back window of their black BMW 
while they were stopped at a traffic light 

“Palsy's okay but a bit shaken up," Gallagher 
told the Daily Star. "I'm fine but the edr is in a 

state." * 
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LONDON— Britain's Dutdiess of York is consid- 
ering moving to Switzerland to save th ousands of 
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pountls (dollars) in taxation, die Minor newspa- 
per said. _ 

Tlie tabloid quoted friends of Fergie, divorced 
from Queen Elizabeth's second son Prince 
Andrew, as saying moving abroad was her only 
option alter Buckingliam Palace felled to coineup 
with more child support for princesses 

Beatrice and Eugenie. 

Her two daughters, aged 10 and 9, have been 
registered next year at Aiglon College in the Swdss 
alpine resort of Villars. However, they lave also 
been put down for two boarding schools in 

England, the newspaper added. 
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HUNTSVILLE — A federal judge struck down an 
Alabama law that banned the sale of vibrators, 
saying die state had failed to prove die devices 

were obscene. . . , 

"A majority, or at least a significant minority, 
the proscribed devices, as a matter of law, are not 
obscene under any established definition 
obscenity," U.S. District Judge LynWood Smith 
wrote in an 84-page opinion. 

A law enacted by the Alabama Legislature 
year included an anti-obscenity statute 
hatred the sale oFltems designed to enhance#* 
ual pleasure, including vibrators and certain , Wtuj 
of condoms. It also outlawed strip dubs-' ■ 

Monday’s ruling came in a lawsuit filed 
the state by six women win) either Mid Vtbra^ 
. or testified that the devices and: other sex toys 
Covered by tlie ruling-gave tiigm^ual pNai« 
‘ ■ they could not olhetwise achieve. . , .. . • 
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WORDY GURDY 


__ - VV HI# ft BY TRICKY RICKY KANE 

Evety answer Is a rhyming 

1. Basin for pen liquid (1) pair of words dike FAT CAT 

| | J | 1 1 | knd DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

2. Actor Johiuiy 'aaffents, for ahort < 1) Sesl llSmbcr^Ocr th e 

j [ J | | | _] j SflnlUon tells you bow many 

a. Comedy of N "- »™mmeer Ealagon_(2) syUnWes In each word. 
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4. Dream analyst Sigmund trifled (1) 


B. Moped made of a rin alloy 121 
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MARCH 31 , 1999 — THE ARAB DAII? 


RAP STAR FREAKY TAH OF 
LOST BOYZ MURDERED IN 



.Y 


NEW YORK (Reuters) — New 
York City police searched for 
dues on Monday to the execu- 
tion-style murder of a member 
of a popular hip-hop group, the 
Lost Boyz. 

Raymond Rogers, 28, whose 
rap moniker was Freaky Thfi, 
was shot once In the head by a 


man wearing a blue ski mask 
early on Sunday morning as he 
was leaving a party at a hotel in 
the borough of Queens, police 
said. 

Rogers was pronounced dead 
on arrival at Jamaica Hospital 
Medical Centre at about 4 a.m. 
on Sunday, less than a half hour 


after he was shot, police said. 

When asked if police had any 
leads in the shooting, a police 
spokesman said merely that the 
case was under investigation. 

Rogers was the latest in a 
series of rap stars to be mur- 
dered in the past few years. 

In 1997, Christopher Wallace 


of New York City, who per- 
formed under the names Biggie 
Smalls and the Notorious B.I.G., 
was shot and killed in a drive-by 
shooting in Los Angeles. The 
year before, Hipac Shakur was 
sho t and killed in Las Vegas. 

ii £»/ M -fc 


I ' ---Li.- / 'rU -'r; 1 ; li- 


|'ll J nl 


1 

)■: . 


: . 1 : 


. . . '4 


LOS ANGELES (Reuters} — James 
Bond, 007, bolstered liis pistol and 
wentlranie on Monday as two rival 
movie studios settled a legal battle 
over rights to make movies about 
die globe-trotting super spy. 

Metra-Goldwyn-Mayer Inc. and 
partner Danjaq LLC, makers of Bond 
classics tike “Coldfinger" and the 
recent hit ‘Tbmorrow Never Dies," 
and Sony Pictures Entertainment 
agreed MGM would have exclusive, 
worldwide rights to make Bond 
movies, ending a court battle that 
began in late 1997. 

As part of the agreement, both 
Sony and MGM wound up making 
payments to each other, a 
spokesman for MGM said. 

He said MGM agreed to pay Sony 
SlOinillion tobuythe rights for one 
of only two Bond movies diar MGM 
and Danjag did not control, the 
1967 dim “Casino Rpyale." Under 
the agreement Sony would not 
make a James Bond film for interna- 
tional distribution. 
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Sony agreed to pay MGM S5 mil- 
lion to settle the issues in tlie trial - 
namely who had rights to make and 
distribute Bond Rims in the United 
States, the spokesman added. 

"The end of tliis case reaffirms 
that Janies Bond resides at one 
address - that of MGM and Danjaq," 
MGM Chairman Frank Mancuso 
said in a statement. 

The other movie MGM does not 
control is 1965’s “Thunderball," 
which remains in dispute with pro- 
ducer Kevin McQory, who was nota 
party to the settlement, 

Hie legal entanglement between 
MGM and Sony Pictures, the studio 
wing of electronics giant Sony 
Corp., began when McCfory signed 
a deal with Sony to produce Bond 
movies. 

McOory co-wrote "Tiiunderball" 
with James Bond's creator, Ian 
Fleming, and by virtue or his work 
on the screenplay he owns rights to 
'Thundetbair and the characters in 
it. 
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He and Sony daimed his owner- 
ship allowed them to make movies 
based on Bond. But MGM and 
Danjaq argued the rights were con- 
fined to remakes only of 
“Thunderball." which was done 
once with "Never Say Never Again,” 
in 1983. 

At stake in die battle was MGM's 
exclusive franchise for Bond movies, 
which over 36years 118 films of 20 
Bond films), have generated some 
S3 billion in movie ticket sales. Hie 
most recent Bond film, IS9Ts 
“Tbmoirow Never Wes," raked-in 
over $350 million in woridwide box 
office receipts. 

That sort of billion dollar box 
office muscle is critically important 
for MGM, whidi lias struggled at 
die box office since die release of 
diat 1997 Bond film and one subse- 
quent picture, "The Man in the Iron 
Mask," starring Leonardo DiCaprio. 

The battle may have Itad a per- 
sonal side, too. Sony Pictures chief 
John Gilley was a top executive at 


MGM and helped usher several 
Bond pictures through that studio. 
But when MGM dtanged owners in 
1996 - going to billionaire investor 
Kirk Kerkorian - Calley and other 
MGM executives were kept in the 
dark, according' to published 
reports at the rime. 

Calley later left MGM for Sony 
Pictures, and was widely credited 
with turning around the fortunes of 
that studio. 

Sony filed its original suit just 
before MGM' launched an initial 
public offering of stock in fall 1997, 
and speculation then centred on 
whether Calley and Sony were hy- 
ing to disrupt the [PO, allegations 
which Calley lias denied. 

MGM also agreed to drop its 
daims against McOory and a hear- 
ing was set for early May Co see ifhe 
choses to bring a lawsuit against the 
studio. 
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Star Gazing! 

. How many stars 
2 can be seen on a 
j clear night with- 
I out using a tele- 
j scope or binocu- 
1 lars? 

} A. 100 

| B. 3,000 

{ C. 8,000,000 
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CELL PHONE USE 

T he Cleveland suburb of Brooklyn has become the first city in 
Ohio to prohibit the use of cellular phones in vehicles unless 
both of the driver's hands are on the steering wheel. 
Brooklyn was the first city in Ohio to require the use of seat 
belts in vehicles. Mayor John Coyne says lie hopes that. ..just as the 
rest of the country eventually required scat belt use...the regula- 
tion of cellular telephones will also spread across the nation. 

The new ordinance - which took effect yesterday - makes it ille- 
gal to use a cellular phone while driving...unless both hands are on 
the steering wheel. Exceptions are allowed Tor people using 
phones to contact emergency workers... those who use the phone 
when the vehicle is parked...or if a speaker-phone is used. 
Violations are punishable by a fine of up to 1 00 dollars. 

Opponents argued the ordinance is unenforceable and would 
require drivers to pull off the road to use their phones.. .creating 
potential hazards. But Mayor Coyne says - "Our job in government 
is to provide for the health, welfare and safety of people. This is 
safety." 

What do you think? 


DR. DEATH ON TRIAL 

P rosecutors and Dr. Jack Kevorkian - acting as his own defense 
lawyer - squared off yesterday in ^-Pontiac. Michigan, court- 
room.. .as rhe euthanaisa advocate's first murder trial in sub- 
urban Detroit opened. 

Kevorkian is defending himself against charges he killed 52- 
year-old Thomas Youk in September by administering a lethal 
injection. The incident was videotaped and broadcast nationwide 
last November on CBS’s “60 Minutes." The retired pathologist is 
charged with first-degree murder - punishable by life in prison 
without parole - as well as delivery of a controlled substance...a 
seven-year felony. His previous assisted-suicide trials have ended 
in acquittals and one mistrial. 

Assistant Prosecutor John Skrzynski (SKRIHN'-skee) told the Jury 
he’ll focus their attention on - quote - ”n man who is breaking the 
law. jack Kevorkian killed Tom Youk. Jack Kevorkian does not have 
the right to kill." 

But Kevorkian says murder was not Ills intent when he attended 
the death of Thomas Youk. He told jurors Ills sole intent was to 
help end Youk's suffering from Lou Gehrig's disease. And 
Kevorkian says he gave the tape to CBS to force a courtroom show- 
down to cap his nine-year campaign to legalize doctor-assisted 
suicide. - 

Did Dr. Kevorkian commit a crime in connection 
with tho death off Thomas Youk? Why or why not? 
Should doctor-assisted suicide be legalised? 

TERM LIMITS 

B ack in 1994, a number of Republican representatives won 
election to Congress witli a pledge that they wouldn t stay 
more than two terms. A number of them are now rethinking 
that position...according to The Washington Post. Of the term- 
limit decision, Alaskan GOP Congressman Don Young, tells the 
newspaper it was "a time of euphoria and stupidity." 

On the higher end of the seniority scale, it's committee Chany . 
men wlio're beginning to feel the pinch. When the Republicans 
took control of the House following the 1994 elections, then 
Speaker Newt Gingrich - pointing to what he considered. fieHriffl* 
built by long-term Democratic committee chairmen v. d^ciai* 
GOP chairmen would serve no more than six years. That deadline 

comes at the end of this Congress. v\ 

Once the only way an established chairman lost his'post was 
willingly - and usually through retirement. The Itepublicans have^ 
changed tjiat and, ..according to the Post.. .aren't su^ theyJiK^; 
The Post reports the Republicans are looking for i ooph riles in ? j- 
rules - such as the potehtialfor "musical chairs," by. haying . v 
men change s .committees and... by . virtue .. 
seniority... become chairmen of their new panels. , ; ;; 
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Reserve Grant Lung scored 
1 2 points in the fourth quarter, including two free 
throws with 3.4 seconds left, as the Atlanta 
Hawks edged the Indiana Pacers 83-82 Monday 
night. 

The Hawks, who have defeated the Central 
Division leaders in all three meetings this season, 
overcame a 10-point deficit in the final eight min- 
utes. 

Anthony Johnson, srarting in place of ailing 
Mookie Blaylock, scored a season-higli 17 points 
for Atlanta. Dikenibo Mutombo added 14 points 
and 17 rebounds for the Hawks. 

Rik Sniits led the Pacers with 22 points, while 
Reggie Miller finished with 17. 


fourth in a row. 




AFP photo 



At Denver, Antonio McDyess had 24 points and 
15 rebounds, and Chauncey Billups added a sea- 
son-high 24 points as the Denver Nuggets ended 
a four-game losing streak. 

Rodney Rogers had t7 points and Troy Hudson 
added 16 for the Clippers, who shot 37 percent 
from the field against a Denver team ranked next- 
to-last in the league in field-goal percentage 
defense. 
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At Dallas, Gary Payton and Detlef Schrempf 
each scored 20 points as the Seattle 
SuperSonics beat the Dallas Mavericks 109-10 i. 

Billy Owens added 15 poinrs for the Sonics, 
who had dropped two of their previous three 
and four of six. Gary Trent's 20 points and nine 
rebounds paced the Mavericks, who lost their 


Slinquille O'Neal scored 26 points, and Glen 
Rice had 1 2 of his 24 in the fourth quarter as the 
Los Angeles Lakers pulled away from the 
Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Kobe Bryant added 20 points and Dennis 
Rodman had 17 rebounds for the Lakers, who 
outscored the Grizzlies in rhe (Inal period 4 1 -31. 

Shareef Abdur-Rahim led the Grizzlies with 2 1 
points and seven assists. 
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Shawn Bradley(R) of the Dallas Mavericks reaches over ffho back of 
Seattle SuperSonics Jelanl McCoy(L) as both players battle for a rebound 
at Reunion Arena In Dallas March 29,1999. 


NYON, Switzerland (AP) — 
European soccer's governing 
body told Yugoslav players 
Monday not to boycott their 
club matches over airstrikes 
on their country. 

UEFA was reacting to 
reports that some Yugoslavs 
playing outside their country 
were ready to srart a boycott 
to protest against NATO 
bombings of Yugoslavia and 
Kosovo. 

"Although recognizing the 
gravity of the situation, UEFA 
stresses that its official stance 
is quite clear. Politics should 
not be mixed with football,” 
an association statement said. 

"While sympathizing with 
the players’ anxiety and desire 
to do something, UEFA feel? 
that the players have certain . 
obligations to their dubs and . 
to the game of football." 

On Thursday, Real Madrid 
striker Predrag Mijatovic said 
players Felt they had to help ’ 
their compatriots. 

"Right now 1 couldn't con- 
centrate on a sorter £ame. I 
have seen the bombs fall, I 
have seen the fear in. people,” 
Mijatovic said. 


Hie Yugoslav soccer feder- 
ation reportedly backed the 
call by Mijatovic, Drngan 
Stojkovic of japan's Grampus 
Eight and Red Star Belgrade’s 
Dejan Savicevic to urge 
Yugoslav players in NATO 
member nations to strike in 
protest. 

"At the moment UEFA has 
been unable to confirm these 
reports, as attempts to make 
direct contact with the 
Yugoslav national association 
have been, understandably in 
current conditions, unsuc- 
cessful," the UEFA statement 
said. 

Six International matches 
featuring teams from the 
Balkans due to be played last 
Saturday or this coming 
.Wednesday were postponed 
by UEFA because of the secu- 
rity situation or because 
yearns were unable to get to 
the matches, . ; 

UEFA said if had been mon- 
itoring the situation, in con- 
junction with world soccer 
;body FIFA, and was keeping 
.■'fully Informed. about the soc- 
cer repercussions of the con- 
flict. ■ .'V - S - ■ • : 


WITH ORIOLES GONE, 
WHAT'S ON DECK FOR CUBA? 


HAVANA (AP) — Baseball people of all sorts 
were buzzing Monday in the waiting area at 
Jose Marti international Airport. 

The No. 1 topic? Trying to set up more 
games between U.S. Major League teams 
and the Cubans. League presidents, own- 
ers, general managers, scouts and union 
executives all seemed to agree, for once: 
Hie Baltimore Orioles' weekend trip to 
Havana worked so well that more dubs 
should follow. "We will start talking soon 
about doing it again next year," said former 
infielder Tony Bernazard, now at the play- 
ers' union. 

Cuban sports officials also seemed satis- 
fied with the first visit by a major league 
team in 40 years. They appear willing to 
make this an annual event and no doubt 
would love to have the New York Yankees, 
a -popular team among fans on the 
Communist island. 

a 

"lb come down here and experience it, 
just to get to see and understand the mys- 
tique of Cuba, it was worth it, “.-Montreal 
GM Jim Beattie said, "Having done It.ohce, 
tht next; time you won't have that fear or 
awe."/ j;’ ' V 

. ^lmo$t all 30 mrijbr l^agpe foams' (rent, p 
representative or two-; to '^ee' the Orioles 


beat a Cuban all-star ream 3-2 in 1 1 innings 
Sunday. Tampa Bay Devil Rays owner Vince 
Naimoli hopes the trip helps him under- 
stand more about star pitcher Rolando 
Arrojo, a Cuban defector. 

‘Til have a conversation with him," 
Naimoli said. ‘Tm a great student of learn- 
ing by walking around, and I’ll talk abour 
the things I saw.” 

AL president Gene Budlg and NL presi- 
dent Len Coleman liked what they saw. So 
did Toronto Bfue Jays scout Bob Engle. 

"I think any time you get to see guys who 
don't have a lot of exposure, it's good,” 
Engle said, “You got to see a lot of pitching. 
It gives you a good measure.” 

With several rival scouts sitting near him 
waiting for a charter flight to Miami, Engle 
was hesitant to identify the Cubans he 
liked. But asked whether he thought some 
of them had big league potential, he firmly 
said yes. 

Jose Contreras pitched eight scoreless 
Innings, allowed only two hits and struck 
;out 1 6 . third baieman Omar Linares, con*. 

' ■ ■ , " , • 1 ■ . ■■ • j, • 1 ‘ "• 1 

sidert;d the Island's best-player at 32, hit a 

v r . ■ ■ • • . ... . • ■ 1 . •• . " • t •* 

,i 'tying jsfngle in the eighth jpning that m^de 
: .,Cab^; ; president; Fidel Castro grin fipni; ^ 
front-row seat behfad tlie plate. a * 


Several top Cubans did not face 
Baliimpre because they are playing in the 
current series between the Havana 
Industrialize and Santiago for the country's 
league championship. 

Industrials shortstop German Mesa, 
whose talent kept Key Ordonez on the 
bench before the future Gold Glover defect- 
ed and joined the New York Mets, might 
play when the Cubans visit Baltimore's 
Camden Yards on May 3. 

Orioles owner Peter Angelos, who spent 
several years trying to arrange this series, 
was most pleased. “It met and exceeded my 
expectations ," he said, “it was a perfect 
game, because we won and the Cuban team 
showed that they a re capable of competing 
with a major league team." 

I 1 ■ I § i % t m ■ 

Angelos and most pf the major league 

personnel who.made.the trip got to meet 

1 . ■ [ 

Castro. Engle and some others even got an 
autograph horn the 73-yea tv old leader, who 
wore a stilt rather than tils usual combat 
, fatigues during Sunday, night’s reception at 
• the national, paface: ' ■''• '"’v 
' "It wasn’t like ,he vyas just sliakiiig hand£ 
real quickly with: everyone,"- Beattje said. 
tfte spoke to every one and: had something 
jo talk to ti^m:about,' r ; .: 
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Serb striker quits French 
Club over 




METZ, France (AP) — Serb striker Viadan Lukic said Monday he was 
quitting French first division club Metz For three months to protest 
NATO nirstrikes on bis country. 

Lukic, who has been on Metz's books for two seasons, said he 
was returning home to be with his family. 

“innocent people are being bombed," Lukic told France-2 televi- 
sion. 

Metz coach Joel Muller said the club understood Lukic's con- 
cerns. 

"We've learned to understand his position," lie said. “His stance 
is very laudable." 

Lukic arrived from Swiss club FC Sion and has scored four goals 
this season. 

Seven other Serbs play in the French first division. 

Leboeuf to sign new 
contract with Chelsea 

LONDON (AP) — Frank LeboeuHs expected to sign a new contract 
with Chelsea at the end of the season, a deal to keep him at the 
London-based club rhrougli the 2001-2002 season. 

The deal is reported to be worth an additional 1.5 million 
pounds ($2.45 million) over his current salary. The new deal will 
edge the French World Cup winner close to earnings of 2 million 
pounds (S3.25 million) per year. 

The Frenchman came to Chelsea on a 2.5-million pound (S4.1 - 
million) transfer in 1996 but threatened to quit Chelsea earlier tills 
year after complaining he wasn't being paid a fair wage compared 
with the club's other internationals. "Ken Bates (Chelsea chairman) 
likes to stiy 1 was the deal of his life. That pleases me and I'm happy 
at Chelsea but I don't want to be the club cretin," he said earlier 
this season. 

Leboeuf was unable to sign the new contract before the deadline 
for contract registrations last Thursday but has agreed to the deaf, 
the tabloid Sun newspaper reported HiesUny. 

The 3 1 -year-old defender played in France's 3-0 World Cup final 
win over Brazil last July and is currently with the French squad in 
Paris preparing for Wednesday's Euro 2000 qualifier against 
Armenia. 

Conchlta Martinez loses court cose 

LONDON (AP) — Former Wimbledon champion Conchita Martinez 
failed Tuesday in a legal bid to claim 5550,000 as a bonus from her 
clothing sponsor. 

The 26-year-old Spaniard claimed she was entitled to tiie bonus 
- in addition to her annual contract fee of SI ,950,000 a year with 
Ell esse international - because she reached the No. 2 world ranking 
several times in 1995 and '96. 

Her five-year deal with the Italian sportswear manufacturer 
promised her the bonus if she reached No. 2 in the world in any 
year under Women's "tennis Association rules. 

But on a technicality, a three-judge panel at the Court of Appeal 
ruled that although her average ranking in that period was 2.5, she 
could not consider herself No. 2 because two other players • 
Monica Seles and Steffi Graf - were always ranked above her. 

Martinez and her management company. Advantage 
International Management Inc., claimed the bonus was* payable 
under the terms orthe contract by which the tennis ace agreed to 
wear and market Ellesse products. 

Pe La Hova becomes father - again 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — WBC welterweight champion Oscar De La 
Hoya became a father f<?r the second time. 

De La Hoya's girlfriend, actress Shanna Moakler, gave , birth 
Monday to Atiana Cecilia De La Hoya at an undisclosed location in 
Los Angeles, according to Top Rank spokeswoman Dena DuBoef. 

The baby shares the name of De La Hoya's late mother, Qecllia. 

De U Hoya is engaged to Moakler, who appears in USA 
Network's "Pacific pipe" series. The boxer also has a 1-year-old son, 
Jacob, by another woman. 

De La Hqya is scheduled to defend his WBC title on May 22 
against Oba Carr in Las Viegas. 


SPIRLEA BREEZES THROUGH FIRST 


FAMILY 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, South 
Carolina (AP) — Romania's Irina 
Spirlea, the runner-up last year, 
opened the Family Circle Cup 
with a 7-5, 6-3 victory over 
Russia's Anna Shashnova. 

Spirlea. the highest seed in 
action on the opening day at 
Sea Pines Racquet Club, strug- 
gled at times, but showed occa- 
sional flashes of brilliance. 

Spirlea hit several forehand 
winners and a few drop shots 
that floated over the net for 
winners. 

Last year, Spirlea fell to South 
Africa's Amanda Coetzer in the 
final after winning third-set 
tiebreaks against American 
stars Lindsay Davenport and 
Monica Seles. 

Spirlea find a 1999 record of 
4-6 entering the Family Circle 
and lost in the first round of the 
Australian Open. She said her 
fitness level was better last 
year. 

"I'm not 100 percent playing 
well,” she said. “I had more 
matches last year and I was 
maybe more confident with 
myself. Now, I'm not so confi- 
dent." 

No. 10 seed Conchita 
Martinez of Spain, a rwo-time 
Family Circle champion, had 
plenty of confidence in her 
opening march, breezing by 
France's Alexandra Fusai 6-0, 6- 
0 in just 49 minutes. 

“The only thing I can say is I 
was really focused today dur- 
ing the whole match, every 
point," said Martinez, the 1994 
and 1995 winner. “I really con- 
centrated ," 

Most of the seeded players 
who played Monday won. The 
only exception was No. 15 
Magui Serna of Spain, who lost 
6-0, 3-6, 6-3 to Germany's 

Andrea Glass. 



Conchita Marllnex makoi a return to opponent Alexandra Fusai during flrot- 
round Family Circle Cup singles action on Hilton Head Island, 8.C. Marlines 
won handily In two sets, 6-0, 6-0 


The No. )l seed Natasha 
Zvereva of Belarus, a Family 
Circle finalist in 1989 and 
1994, opened with a 7-5, 6-1 
victory against Kveta 
Hrdlickova of the Czech 


Republic, and No. 12 Barbara 
Schett of Austria beat 
Luxembourg's Anne Krenier 6- 
1. 7-617-3). 

No. 16 Henricra Nagyova of 
Slovakia outlasted Colombia's 


Fabiola Zuluaga 6-7 (7-2), 6-4,6- 
4. 

Croatia's Iva Majoli, the 1997 
French Open champion, edged 
Switzerland's Emmanuelle 
Gagiiardi 7-5, 5-7, 6-4. 


IOC TO MEET WITH SPONSORS FOR FIRST 
TIME SINCE SPECIAL SCANDAL ASSEMBLY 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Olympics' top marketers will 
meet with their highest-level 
sponsors "Iliesday for the first 
time since an emergency assem- 
bly to deal with the biggest 
scandal the games have ever 
faced. 

The last time they met in mid- 
February, representatives of the 
It corporations that pay S50 
million each to use the Olympic 
Rings in their ads told the IOC 
that drastic change, was needed 
to erase the stain from the 
bribery scheme linked to Salt 
Lake City's winning bid for the 
2002 Winter Cjames. 

Since then, the international 


Olympic Committee has 
expelled six members, the 
greatest purge in Its history, and 
taken the first steps toward 
what it says will be watershed 
reforms in the committee's 

o 

membership and structure. 

Most of those steps including 
membership of an ethics com- 
mission and a task force to 
essentially rewrite the Olympic 
bylaws are still being worked 
out. 

o 

Representatives of several 
sponsors said Monday they did 
not know what to expect at the 
briefing, which will include IOC 
vice president Dick Pound and 

s " o 

marketing director Michael 


Payne. 

The representatives, speaking 
on the condition of anonymity, 
said Pound, Payne and other 
IOC officials had given them a 
thorough briefing in a confer- 
ence call at the end of the spe- 
rial session in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, on March 18. 

But, the representatives said, 
the IOC assured them that 
enough action bad been taken 
since then to warrant another 

I 1 

face-to-face meeting. 

Both Payne and Pound were 
traveling to New York on 
Monday and unavailable for 
comment. 

in addition to the IOC and the 


f 


f 


sponsors, Tuesday's meeting is 
expected to be attended by U,S. 

Olympic Committee officials. 
led by marketing chief John 
Krimsky. 

Although nine of the 11 t0 P" . 
level IOC sponsors fre 
American, the USOC was nor 
represented at the last meeting ■ 
when companies concerns were 

aired. 1 

The companies Involved [n: 

the TOP marketing plan for The; • 
Olympic Program include! Coca-; 

Cola, Eastman Kodak. / VISA, „ 
Xerox,' Sports \ Hiustrartfk, 
Panasonic. , McDonald's,' j • 

UPS, John • Hancock 'abtl \ * . 





NIGERIA HOPES SOCCER TOURNAMENT 

WILL HELP RETURN TO FOLD 


LAGOS (AFP) — “Nigeria Welcomes The 
World" says the poster pasted on a bill- 
board on the drive into Lagos, the city 
often, if erroneously, dubbed the most dan- 
gerous in the world. 

The welcome the poster is talking about 
is for football, specifically the FIFA World 
Youth Championship being organized here 
nexr month with Nigeria as host to Under- 
20s teams from 24 countries around the 
globe. 

Nigeria, home to more than one in five 
Africans, is bustling with preparations for 
the event billed Nigeria *99 and due to kick- 
olTin Nigeria's National Stadium', Lagos, on 
Saturday and run to April 24. 

For many Nigerians, renownedly soccer- 
mad and Jong starved of rop-qualiry com- 
petition at home, the three-week tourna- 
ment is the fulfillment of a long-cherished 
dream. 

But, however fool bail-crazy the locals 
inay be. many others in Nigeria believe the 
country just cannot afford the 10 billion 
naira (110 million dollars) it has cost to 
upgrade the eight stadia being used to 
stage the event. 

With its economy in collapse after 
decades of military misrule, a country that 
in the 1970s was among the 50 wealthiest 
in the world is now ranked tfie world's 
13tli-poorest. 

Its infrastructure is crumbling, education 
has been in decline for years and the health 
system is starved of funds. Power supplies 
are erratic, at best, and telecommunica- 
tions notoriously bad. 

“Who cares about Nigeria *99? I mi sim- 
ply not interested. There are more impor- 
tant things the government should be 
doing." Jumuke Adigun. a Lagos housewife, 
said here this weekend. 

“Why can’t they provide more jobs, good 
roads, hospitals and schuols wirh that 
money? They cannot pay good salary to 
civil servant. And they are talking about 
football," said Rufus Ajayi. a 66-year-old 
pensioner. 

Pius Otu. a 24-year-old student, dis- 
agreed. “I feel good that we are hosting," 
he said. By hosting the event Nigeria was 
showing the world it was ready to be part 
of the international community again, he 
said. 

Nigeria, in fact, has been an international 
pariah for five years over the human righrs 



Overall view taken 27 March 1999 ol the main Lagos football stadi- 
um, which Is due to host the opening match of the 10th FIFA world 
youth football championship 03 April. More than 400 under-20 soc- 
cer players from 24 countrlos are taking part In this tournament 
until 24 April 1999. Nigeria's affable military ruler General 
Abdulsalaml Abubakar will open the tournament billed as "Nigeria 
99" at tbo country's 40,000 all- sealer National Stadium bore in 
Lagos 


record of previous military regimes, sus- 
pended from the Commonwealth in 1995 
and put under international sanctions. 

For many foreigners, the vast and com- 
plex country is viewed simply as a center of 
crime, tile drugs trade, fraud and corrup- 
tion. 

And many Nigerians, and not just in gov- 
cnmiciii, are fed up wirh this image. 

Ai the end ol Inst month, Nigeria staged 
a presidential election, the last in a series of 
four polls ahead of a return to civilian rule 
at the end of May. 

The outgoing military ruler General 
Abdulsalaiui Abubakar, who replaced the 
late General Sani Abacha last June, inis 
released hundreds of political prisoners 
since taking power and started ro tackle a 
linsi ol other problems. 

The independent newspaper The 
Guardian, closed down temporarily by 
Abacha, said in an editorial last week rbat 
the championship was an "opportunity" Tor 
Nigeria. 

“For at least five years. Nigeria was treat- 


ed like an outcast nation by the rest of the 
would," the paper said. This had ended and 
the youth event "provides the coimiry with 
an opportunity to improve its image" it 
said. 

Certainly, few expect Nigeria to make any 
money from the championship. And econo- 
mists here sav Nigeria is not yet I nr enough 
down the load of ongoing economic reform 
tu stage events like this - which will bring 
the glare of public attention to the country. 

“This is being dune five years too early 
for us. it will jusr bring negative publiciiy," 
top economist Pat Utomi told AFP this 
week. 

.Paul Uctsscy, the national media officer for 
the FIFA Local Organizing Committee, said, 
however, he thinks the event itself will be 
well-organized and will show Nigeria is try- 
ing to reintegrate into the sporting as well 
as the political world. 

"Fur us, this is a developmental champi- 
onship. We do not expect to make any 
money. We will just show what we can do 
and show willing," he said. 


RUSSIAN VOLLEYBALL TEAM CANCELS 


) 


US TRIP, CITING KOSOVO 


RENO.(AP) — The Russian national 
women's volleyball team canceled • 
an exhibition tour of the United 
States, citing the bombings in 
Kosovo and violence at the U.S. 
Embassy in Russia. 

"Ws were just notified," Craig 
barker, an official for the Reno- 
based athletic equipment manufac- 
turer sponsoring rite tour, said 
Monday. 

"VW have a fax from the Russian 
National Volleyball Federation that 
informed us that because of die 
events in Kosovo and the violence 
at the U.S. Embassy in Russia, they 
would not be able to send Their 
team over here" . he told The 
Associated Press. 

The lour matching teams com- 


pering for spots in the next Olympic 
Games was to begin in Reno on 
April 5 at the University of Nevada's 
liwlor Events Center, with addi- 
tional games planned in Utah, 
Idaho and Oregon. 

Valentin Joukov. president of the 
Vblleyball Federation of Russia, 
notified USA National Team Bob 
Gambaidella of the decision earlier 
Monday, according tu a statement 
obtained by die AP. 

"Please do believe that only the 
unforeseen circumstances and die 
present situation make it impossi- 
ble for us to send our ladies' team 
to your couitjy" Joukov said ip a 
fax to U,S. Olympic officials in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

'.‘We do understand that , our 


decision on this matter appeared to 
be utterly unexpected to your orga- 
nizers and the promoters," Joukov 
wrote. 

lorerte Graves of USA Vblleyball 
in Colorado Springs, told KQH 
Radio in Reno that the cancellation 
appeared to have been ordered by 
the Kremlin. 

She said the Russians indicated 
“when diey are so opposed fo 
NATO and United States bombing 
of Yugoslavia, there wouldn't be 
any cultural or sports exchanges 
between the two nations allowed." 

NeithefCambardeHa nor Graves 
was immediately available for com- 
ment Moiklay. night.;.. 

Joukov said he Was liopefol Hie' 
U.S. team would still make arched-, 



tiled trip to Moscow June 1 2-20. 

But Gambaidella said that trip 
also was being put on hold. "We are 
deeply saddened by the current 
events in the Balkans,” Gambardella | 
said in a foxed response ro Joukov 
on Monday. 

“Regarding out trip to Russia in 
June, due to the current crisis that 
exists we are collaborating with die 
United States Dlympic Committee. 

' on a daily basis to investigate the 
possibility of visiting Russia, there- 
fore at this time the decision to' 
come to Rqssia is on htikL". 

'• The exhibition matches were 
Intended ris training in preparation 
for die World Cup In japan . In. 
November orte of thd qualifying 
Sites tor the next Olympics. 


Wehdat and Faisall to participate 
in Jericho Soccer Tournament 


JORDANIAN PREMIER LEAGUE teams Wehdat and Faisali will 
be participating in tiie 6th Jericho Soccer Championships 
April 1-10. 

Wehdat players are hoping to defend their championship title 
while Faisali is looking to take the title, in their first appearance 
at the Jericho Championships. 

The Jordanian teams are not well prepared for the 
Championships. "Neither Wehdat or Faisali have played a formal 
match for more than five months, due to the suspension of the 
Jordanian Championships,” said izzat Hainzeh, Wehdat official. 

These championships were to be held in late February, but 
was delayed due tn the death of the late King Hussein. 

There will be six teams participating in the tournament, four 
of which are Palestinian. Wehdat and Hill.il Aiehn and Jabai Ai- 
Mukabhair Al-Maqdasi form the A group. Group H consists of 
Faisali. Snur Bnhir and Tuikaram. 

"We aim to reinforce uttr bilaier.il relations between (lie two 
nations ami to support Palestinians in nil ways, including ath- 
letic activities," said Uilini Shakir, deputy uf Wehdat. 

Faisali team echoed the same sentiments “we are reinforcing 
our bilateral ties with uitr brothers on the western side of the 
river," commented Al-Shakh Sultan Al-lidwan. head of Faisali 
club — The Arab Daily. 

Championship team 
formations announced 

BOTH WEHDAT AND Faisali teams have announced ihe players 
that will represent them in the Jericho Soccei Championships 
this week. The teams arc as follows: 


Wehdat 

’ Goal Keepers 

Naser Chandour, Mohammad Abu- Dowoud, Waseem Hazeen 
Wings/ left and right 

Yousef At- Omari, Adnan Al-Taweel. Abdullah Abu-Znma'. Isnm 
Mali mo ud f Faisal Ibrahim. 

"Mid -Central 

Kisham AhduK Monum, Jamal Mahamoud Malayan Al-Sliamali, 
Sofian Abdullah. ^ 

"Strikers &'• 

Moneir Abu -H ant ash, Ra'afat Ali, Mourad Ewqi&li 

Faisali 

" Goal keepers 

Waleid Abu-Hmaid, Ka'ed Al-Jbour. 

" Wings/ left and right 
Osama Sabah, Hytham Al-Shboul. 

“ Defense line 

o 

Fairas Al-Khaleilah; Ali Al-Zoubi, Adnan AhSji^'ebat, Ramzi* 
Abu Fanar, Ratib Al-Ewnidat. Muhand Muhadeen.-V 

• Central ;■/ 

• i ' • u ■' j 

Jamal Abu-Abaed.Soubhi Ghnaemat, Ja'eFar Hummad. 

. ‘‘Strikers- : :'i 

Mua'ad MansOur, Mohammed Al-lawailiajaiMgTadrous, . - . 
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MEN AND WOMEN WHO PUT DUTY 


BEFORE LOVE LOSE 


TWO SCENES OF indelible 
poignancy have imprinted them- 
selves on all our consciences in 
the past week, scenes very differ- 
ent in setting and circumstance, 
but fundamentally linked by the 
unbearable mingling of tender 
domesticity and political brutality, 
of the sacrifice of the one to the 
oilier. 

In Pristina, Serb policemen 
forced their way into the home of 
Bajram Kilmendi, Kosovo's best- 
known human rights lawyer. Nor 
content with dragging him into 
the darkness, they took his two 
sons, Kashrlot, aged 31, and 
Kushtrit, 16. "Kiss your family 
goodbye, because you will nor 
see them again," the policemen 
said. The bodies were found rid- 
dled with bullets the following 
day. 

Half a world away, another 
drama was reaching its divided 
climax in two different places. In 
Oxford, where nothing mpre vio- 
lent than student demos and May 
halls has happened for a very long 
time, Dr Michael Aris, Oxford don 
and political husband, died of 
prostate cancer, aged 53. 

Ill for two years, he had been 
prevented from kissing his wile, 
the Nobel laureate and Burmese 
opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi, since 1996. When he knew 
he was dying, he applied to the 
authorities in Rangoon for the 
visa that would allow him to see 
Suu Kyi one last time. The request 
was refused. You go and see him, 
the authorities said - a transpar- 
ent ruse to exile her. 

TVvo different cases, three if we 
stretch our memories back a fort- 
night to Luigan in Northern 
Ireland where Rosemary Nelson, 
the nationalist civil rights 
lawyer, was blown up In her own 


car within 1 00 yards of the prima- 
ry school attended by her eight- 
year-old daughter. No chance to 
say goodbye there either, though 
even at eight Sarah Nelson 
must have known her mother was 
someone special, someone con- 
sciously putting her sense of pub- 
lic duty ahead of real and tangible 
private happiness, knowing what 
it might lead to. In Suu Kyi's case, 
as with so many dissidents of the 
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Soviet era, the temptation must 
have been so much greater: just 
give one's tormentors what they 
want and normal life can be 
resumed. 

There have always been people 
willing to make seemingly 
unbearable sacrifices in the name 
of one cause or another. But on a 
scale greater than in any interven- 
ing period, our own century lias 
seen the lives of millions of fami- 
lies disrupted by war, fathers and 
husbands separated for years 
from wives and children. Heroic, 
sacrificial even. But that was 
when fear of defeat combined 
with military conscription to 
make heroes of eveiyone. In our 
age -which mistrusts public men 
and women, which is wary of ide- 
aiism or grandiose rhetoric and 
exalts the private and the subjec- 
tive - such people are bound to 
strike us as nil the more remark- 
able, 

Suu Kyi's story is now well- 
known. Her father, Aung San, had 
been Burma’s Nehru, the leader 
into national independence, 
assasslnared on the eve of that 
triumph in August 1947, leaving 
Burma to drift down "the 


Burmese road to socialism", 
impoverished and isolated under 
military rule. 

His daughter, wholly unpoliti- 
cal, had met Michael Aris when 
they were both British university 
students in the sixties. When they 
married in 1 972, she told him she 
might one day need his support 
to go home, “not as her due, but 
as a favor". A quiet, private man, 
by all accounts, Aris had agreed. 
When popular unrest in 1988 
turned into a bloody military 
coup, that moment unexpectedly 
arrived. Suu Kyi went home, 
became the people's champion 
and was placed under house 
arrest from 1 989 to 95. 

In his own moving introduction 
to Freedom From Fear, the anthol- 
ogy of writings by and about his 
wife, Michael Aris wrote: "From 
her early childhood, . Suu had 
been deeply preoccupied with 
the question of what she might 
do to help her people. She never 
forgot for a minute that she was 
the daughter of Burma's national 
hero..." That prorides one clue to 
such extraordinary sacrifice: fami- 
ly duty. It sometimes works for 
royal or- aristocratic families, 
sometimes in democratic ones. 

Sometimes families resent the 
demands of public life. Joe Slovo 
and Ruth First had a great politi- 
cal marriage, as anti-apartheid 
communists in South Africa. After 
their deaths, their daughter 
wrote that she felt side-lined. 
“Our parents' eyes were on a 
greater prize than self- they were 
fighting for humanity," wrote 
Gillian Slovo in her memoir. “But 
we were only children. V\fe knew 
enough about what our parents 
were doing to realize that we 
couldn’t ask them to make anoth- 
er choice. But could we also find 


a way to hush those inner voices 
which cried out for safety, securi- 
ty normality - all those things our 
white school friends had?" 

In India, Indira Gandhi was 
Nehru’s willing daughter, her son, 
Sanjay, eager - so there was not so 
much sacrifice in their deaths, 
perhaps. But Rajiv, the airline 
pilot who took up the family 
baton when his brother died, was 
less keen. He died too. In the 
People's Century only the 
Kennedy? are steeped in so much 
family blood. But, real though it 
was, theirs was a different kind of 
sacrifice to Bajram Kilmendi’s 
lonely practice of his profession 
or Suu Kyi’s determination not to 
take the easy option for (0 long 
years. Different too from the sep- 
aration and hardship which 
Nelson and Winnie Mandela 
endured almost from the time 
they were married in 1958 until 
the Old Man's release from 
Robben Island In 1990, in time to 
save South Africa, but not his tur- 
bulent marriage. 

Everyone now remembers 
Mandela's testimony to die 
divorce court in 1996 - that he, 
the world’s most admired states- 
man at the century's end, was 
also the loneliest man in the 
world, betrayed by a woman who 
had done things she should not. 
Easier to remember that than the 
trials, the brutal interrogations, 
the house arrests and relentless 
harassment that Winnie Mandela 
endured during die 27 years of 
her husband’s imprisonment. 

by MICHAEL WHITE 
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TENNIS SISTERS SHOW SIBLINo 
RIVALRY NEVER ENDS 

ERE IS. SAID Christina Anecdotally, the sister-sister 
ossetti, no friend like a sister: relationship is the sibling bond 

hat she didn’t say was that that matters most. What’s in 
lere's no enemy, either, there is. after all, a potent mix: 

part shared his- 


HERE IS. SAID Christina 
Rossetti, no friend like a sister: 
what she didn't say was that 
there’s no enemy, either. 
Sisterly rivalry 
has a fury like no 
other, which is 
why you could 
have sliced the atmosphere 
with a knife at the final of the 
Lipton Championship in Florida 
the other day. On court were 
Venus Williams, 18, and her sis- 
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tory, part co m - 
mon expert 
ences, part 
exchanged confidences. 
Whatever you think of your sis- 
ter, and whatever she thinks of 
you, you do tend to know an 
awful lot about each other. My 

I ; ■ • ■ * 


ter Serena, 17: between them sister lives in Africa, but | can 
one net, and a lifelong history 'usually decipher her mood 


of fighting to be best. 

The play was fierce, as con- 
tests between sisters always 
are: with every grunt and at 
every volley, you sensed that 
this was about a lot more than 
tennis. 

Just like actress sisters Kate 
and Beth Winslet and Vhnessa 
and Lynn Redgrave, Venus and 
Serena know that when two 
sisters inhabit the same territo- 
ry, comparisons will always be 
made. Even worse, ultimately 
one will always come out on 
top: there will be the one who 
was great, and the one who 
was almost there. When Serena 
dropped her service to go 
down 2-1, she flung her racket 
across the court. However 
much the almost was a star in 
her own right, her brightness 
will always, and so unfairly, be 
eclipsed. 

"It's very, very tough," says 
psychologist Dr. Richard 
Woolfson, who is an expert on 
sibling relationships. "There’s a 
sense in which sisters are dri- 
ven by competitiveness." The 
earliest competition is, of 
course, for parental attention, 
and the outcome of that can 
color a lifetime. 


v 


i wr~ ’ 


RJ2067 
Jeddah 
05.30 
RJ43B 
Damascus 
06.00 
RJ20Q8 
Jeddah 
3 06.30 
RJ4E33 
Jeddah 
,07.00 
4RJ701 

Jjrtlab 

*08.30 
;RJ138 
■ Lamaka 
08.46 
RJB03 

muflma mu 

08.65 

RJ262 


l 

£ 

- • i 

P! 


15.00 
RJ112 
1 London 
16.30 


>v 

> ■ , 

<i • 


QAIA 

RJ 

Aqaba 

08.60 

RJ 

QfiZb 

17.30 

RJ 


16.46 


WARK& 

RJ 

Aoaba 
18.00 • 


through e-mail - as, no doubt, 
she can decipher mine. Little 
phrases that would be lost on 
anyone else mean something 
to a sister. 

When sisters don’t get on. 
they almost always mourn the 
friendship that might have 
been. Clare Varchione’s sister is 
nine years older than her, and 
the two are not close. "We've 
never really been on the same 
wavelength," says Clare, 31. 
“It’s sad • I wish we were, but I 
don’t think anything will 
change it now.” 

Clare has three daughters of 
her own and her fervent hope 
is that they grow up to be good 
friends. 

'Tm really pleased because 
Nicole and Sophia think the 
world of each other at the 
moment,” she says. “They used 
to have separate bedrooms, 
but they asked to move in 
together. I do everything I can 
to encourage them to get on, 
because I'd really like to think 
they’ll support one another 
when they’re older. Some 
things you can't ask your mum, 
but you can always ask your sis- 
ter.” 

by Joanna Moorhead 
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I'm not sure tliere’s ever a goodi .v'^ach ansyver to’ flnd out the inane, not?. Then “lifestyle'' - she vvhQ^^^r 
reason to have a baby. I dpn't. mead ^.absorbing truth about yourself. the baby fits in with her view" bfiv 

I’m against the idea: it's with d:jieavyi^ ? To be frank, this great new what should happen when (in other | 
heart, indeed, that I stop at tWp; and«.#research about, the nature of moth^ worejs just like the natural, only the .i] 
1 only have to see a pregnant Woman |j>rhood was on no higher a gja^e. drive seems to be strategic rather N 
to feel consumed by an overwhelm- ‘.^What it means to be a pother, that! relaxed) - followed by 1 
ing bodily envy. But I don’t s^rea- twhether it defines us. wha^illiade us ^^Relacionsliip driven". I can't quite 
son ulaving much part in it, I’miiot oecome one. Is probably the ' work out what makes her different i 



research about, the nature of mothp worejs just like the natural, only the .ijliregrian t " ide n t " to see if they 
ierhood was on no higher a ojpita. drfyp seems to be strategic rather iheYpon't necessarily want 

What it means to be a brother, thfaVi relaxed) - followed by to have a baby^v 
yvhether it defines us, whatiifiade. us ^^lationsiiip driven". I can't quite The strangeptfting about being 
become one. Is probably the mdlr "work out what makes her different pregnant and being a mother is that, 
complicated issue we deal with in from Ms Natural, but 1 gather, dimly,, although we Icno^rthe one leads to 
our. lives. And those of us who for she's the one who just thinks, Oh .^anotheV, -they really; are not part of 
whatever reason are npt^mbthers - well, I've got aman. I may as;W'e!i^ the sariiet psychological thing. When 
either out of choice or.'pVtessity, or have the kid . Ti Six and Seven .9^ mine, -‘shortly after 

because they’re men - have all had “laissez-faire" - she who g e ts IprVg? ^ la.bi^Ysia^; tliftt she knew she was 
mothers. We all know 1 that, however nant by accident, because of a jackV^ ^^ariti but why didn't anyone tell 
straijghtforward a description the ndaisical attitude towards cp ng to have a baby, 1 
term may be, its actual implicatfdq^^pjjol^- and "No-choice’’, which -Is f kneWexa^tlyWn^ she meant, 
and connotations are tortuous anlC^*|ltp^i^WelL.. self-explanatory: the ' So much of th^^ante-natal educa- 
hedged about by conflict and ambi- '. Wpiriarirf Whd. gets pregnant as a tive process Is just' that: the great 


son playing much part in it, I fjrK .not 
spinning the “it’s nature, isn't7^|lne 
- 1 don't think I am - but ] can't h‘£lp 
feeling that whatever explanation 
anyone gives for procreating it isn't 
the right one, however genuinely 
tile protester believes it. 

But I still want to hear what’s said, 
what excuse is given. If you live on 
Planet Baby, you find you start to 
gravitate towards those who share 
your once-alien condition, or are 
about to. Naturally, then, when I saw 
a headline last week announcing 
that there were “seven types of 
mother”, I read the article under- 
neath with a curiosity only this side 
of decent. It wasn't just maternal 
concern that prompted this unseem- 
ly avidity, but rather that adolescent 
vanity which made one once rend 
those quizzes in Jackie magazine 
which asked "Are you a good 
friend?" or “Are you baby material?” 
and underneath posed muilipli'- 
choicc questions ... after which you 
totted up the numbers accorded 


from Ms Natural, but 1 gather, dimly, 
she's the one who just thinks, Oh 


become one. Is probably the mbsf 
complicated issue we deal with in 
our. lives. And those of us who for 
whatever reason are nqt^jrnbthers • 
either out of choice o/.'ipVtessity, or 
because they're men • have all had 
mothers. We all know 1 that, however 
straightforward a description the 


guity. result of rape or genuine couiraccp- 

So I was warned: even to think of tive failure, 
defining "seven types of mother” This says nothing about mother- 
promised an enterprise not big on hood at ail and not much about why 
subtlety. But this was shallowness women get pregnant. I believe that 
beyond the call of journalistic duty, in every woman there's a desire to 
We got the "motivational mother" - get pregnant and an equal desire uor 
the one who uses pregnancy to get to. We each of us see-saw between 
something else, either a home or to . the two. That’s why (though of 
secure a relationship. Then there- '. course not the only reason) women 
was the "historical", mother, the < get pregnant un the Pill: the part 


woman who conies from a large fam- 
ily and seeks unthinkingly to repro- 
duce the model. Next, the “natural", 
who jusr sort ol slides into it; she's 
got the home and the man so why 


that wants a child subverts the part 
that doesn’t and forgets to take one. 

I also think that many women use no 
contraception at all out of a fear of 
being infertile: they want to get 


tive process Is just that: the great 
focus is on the lal?ptv not what 
comes after, which Is where the real 
work lies. No wonder we:qfe ail so 

" ■ * q * 

traumatized after giving.birthiWhen 
I sec the look p(\ uttcr.'qxha listed 
shock on Posh ; Spice’s.;^0f ■face, ! 
actually syinpat^lze v^tii/Kef, for. all 
that idiotic in t er. yi e^r.’slje. gave ahop t 
motherhood anjrf.pfte^Way 
Be Done before shq^as.actUailj^fnl- 
tiated. ; - 

And it become^ more confused: 
the tension betyve^n the idealization 
of motheriihod and the uncompre- 
hending, sometimes sneering, 
undervaluing of what is actually 


involved can make the most- even- 

•f •" 

keeled woman despair. lt’^ Hard to 

y i ‘ 

be both an angel and efficient 
sweeper of infantile lif^ufider the 
carpet. Harder still to j/e^tbe Perfect 
Mother and the MothefrWho-Isn’c. ; 

Though, maybe, tHe\preS3ure. 
doesn’t just come fro.ri) ^outside.- 
Perhaps we. too, want to be both. 
Most overtired, overstretched moth- 
ers - in other words, all of us - know 

how quickly we can go from Goddess 

■ 

Mother to Resentful Mother (it takes 

the merest whine ou some days) and 

■ a 

thence tn Negligent Mother, 
Deranged Mu t her, Murderous 
Mother: right down to the 

Amitnnther. 

I am willing to concede there just 
might lie seven sorts ol mother, but 
with one rider: they reside, these 
conflicting, rollercoasring types, in 
each of us singly and alone. IT the 
motivations for having a baby are so 
vehemently not single, our ways of 
being once we have one can surely 
be no less complex. And that's 
before we've even begun to get on 
to the hormones... 

by Nigella Lawson 
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"AH, FRANCE, France," mused Victor Hugo, a long time ago. 
“Without you, the world would be alone.” But after two millen- 
nia of conquering kingdoms, inspiring revolutions, producing 
pantheons of poets and 
philosophers and civilizing an 
uncouth world, it looks as if it 
is France that is feeling left 
alone. 

Not literally, of course. France remains by far the world's most 
visited country; it maintains a hold on the world's imagination 
through its wines, its cuisine. Its legendary style, its savoir-vivre 
- through a real or imagined idea of France and Frenchness. It is 
still rich and powerful; the world's fourth-biggest economy, 
hugely successful companies, a nuclear arsenal, a permanent 
seat on the United Nations security council. 

But these days there is also a malaise, a growing doubt about 
France's place In the global order,- a fear that in a technologizing, 
Anglicizing, homogenizing world, as Europe merges into a single 
economic and political bloc and Anglo-American culture sweeps 
the planet, France may not be able to remain France. It is stuck, 
the anxiety is, in its glorious past. 

As Pierre Birnbaum, a political scientist, analyses it: "Our prob- 
lem is that we have not found the way to modernize while pre- 
serving our imagined community.” Or Jean Baudrlllard, a sociol- 
ogist: "We want to be an alternative, to show that if nobody 
resists America any more, at least we will. But because we are 
not sure what model to embody, we tend to offer simply inertia.”: 

The warning signs are there: jobs, ideas and wealth are leav- 
ing, and with them may be going some of France’s future identi- 
ty. There Is, certainly, an alarming brain-drain of young - and not- 1 
so-young - scientists and entrepreneurs to both-Brltain arid the; 
US. 

Weary of bureaucracy, of a critical lack of venture capital, qf 
crippling social charges and administrative hassles, people who 


may be the successors to Pasteur are heading for freer and easi- 
er climes. 

The biggesr recent defectors, Luc Montagnier, the co-discov- 
erer of the HIV virus, and Jean-Loup Chretien, the country's first 
astronaut, reached the compulsory retirement age of 60 and 
took up lucrative offers in New York and Houston. They are like- 
ly soon to be joined by an entire team of researchers, headed by 
Jean-Pierre Briand. at the Atomic and Nuclear Physics Laboratory, 
which has developed new technology capable of multiplying by 
100 the amount or data that can be stored on a compact disc - 
but cannot find binding to exploit it commercially in France. 

Over a third of all French post-doctoral students enrolled at 
American universities say that, for the time being, they have no 
intention of returning home. “In France," said Briand, “as soon 
as you want to do something, you're asked where you come 
from, what dub you belong to. We're ossified, the bureaucracy 
creates a total log- jam. In France, no one is Interested in results, 
but they are the only things that count." 

France cannot afford the welfare state that accounts for such 
a large percentage of business costs, and makes hiring staff pro- 
portionately far more expensive than in America or Britain. But 
' dismantling it would be political suicide, and reforming strict 
labor laws - moving towards a more flexible labor market - is an 
altogether unacceptable Anglo-Saxon notion.: 

Culturally, too, France Is worried. The French film industry 
may be producing more films tHdn ever, and the French liiay have 
gone to the cihehia a record 170 million times jast year.- but 
with the exception oif' three Successful comedies most homfc- 
grown movles sank yvithout trace, and the film. that smashed all 
previous box office. records was Titapic; • ■ • • , . 

And while more books are also being published in french than, 
ever before, only bne in 20(j Frertch novel s is noW being trans- 
' lated ' Into English, /fhat may say ;mofe about-; contemporary 
/mglo-American receptlveness than lt dofes about ;the quality of 
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current French writers, but it has not gone unnoriced in a coun- 
try that produced Racine, Voltaire and Balzac, and more recent- 
ly Sartre and Camus. 

Then there are the social woes.Just where do liberty, fraterni- 
ty and equality' fit in with mounting urban violence, disaffected 
Teenagers, rampant youth unemployment, homelessness, col- 
lapsing authority, a sorry string of major political scandals, and 
the rise and rise of the racist National Front? 

One sociologist, Sophie Body-Gendrot, believes France's trou- 
bles are far worse than most people think. "It's easy to single oui-.-'- 
stiburban kids, or National Front voters, but Jt-’s much more 
widespread than that," she said. 

She believes urban violence is linked tD a real hopelessness 
about the figure; that generic, unfocused fear, more than racism, 
feeds the National Front; that squeezed by poverty and disgust- 
ed by seemingly endemic. political corruption, people are simply 
turning off, "Whole segments of society are rejecting authority, 
not paying their rent, refusing the old norms of civility,” she 
said. “It's getting worse, and I don’t see many solutions.' 1 

There is, of course, another angle. A list of French successes 
would be equa|ly easy to compile! the association Crqiksance . 
Plus, which unites seven young high-tech companies, most-pf ^ . 
them European or world leaders in their specialist fields, who - 
have between them created 25,000 jobs in, five years) the Arjaffer : 
space program; tfie mtilti-rpcial euphoria ofa VYprid Cup win; the; 
runaway kales ab road o f t h e ypung- novelist Michel Houellebecq. 

• Biit. rfiany French believe their country is facjhg la grande crfee,V : ; 
It is not every day that the aiithoritatlve U Monde refert^as it 
recentiy did, to PraVice as a country ♦'ajjjhgf, dTraliigUnd sftfCk in. 
trenqiiil .declirie*’-. fn the age of thfe ilhternei^r ^ phenomenon' 
wh I'ch France, typical ly, has been •slower .td jefnbiraoe- ^ajriany. ; 
rithpr western European natlon - h bw: ex^cUy 'do ydu s bceao.d i • , 
and at the sarrie trjrtnie si^y F^iich?// ; ■ •. ;-.'j ,'V ' 
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EU: PRIMAKOV'S PLAN 
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FOR POLITICAL SETTLEME 
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DASHING HOPES THAT a Russian media- 
tion hid in the Kosovo crisis could bring 
an early end to NATO nir strikes against 
Yugoslavia, German Cfiancellor Gerhard 
Schroedersaid Tliesday the effort was “no 
basis" fora political settlement. 

Srhroeder met with Russian Prime 
Minister Yavgeny Primakov late Tliesday 
after Primakov sounded our the Serbian 
leader during six hours of talks in Belgrade 
earlier in the day. 

Primakov's proposals following his 
Belgrade talks would mean that NATO 
would have to halt its military operations 
before negotiations are opened, said 
Schrocder. 

’“Tills is unacceptable to me," the Social 
Democrat chancellor said, "I believe diat 
my partners share my opinion.” he added. 

Schrocder said Milosevic must “with- 
draw all military' and paramilitary forces 
from Kosovo and stop the genocide in 
Europe.” 

He “must give a clear sign dim lie is tak- 
ing peace agreements seriously." the chan- 
cellor said. 

Schrocder said lie would inform 
Germany's allies of his meeting with 
Primakov immediate!)'. 

German Foreign Minister Juschka 
Fischer for his part welcomed Russia's 
mediation bid and said it was "not a fail- 
ure." 

“It is right and impoitant that all possi- 
bilities are being explored" to rind a polit- 
ical settlement ro the Kosovo conflict, said 
Fischer, who is or the Greens Party. 

Primakov traveled to Bonn on bis way 
back from Belgrade to inform Schroederof • 
bis talks with Milosevic because Germany 
holds rlie rotating European Union presi- 
dency 

He earlier said on his arrival at Cologne- 
Bonn airport that Milosevic was ready to 
open political negotiations if NATO halts 
its air strikes against Yugoslavia. 

The Yugoslav leader is ready to “cut 
back” die numbers of Serbian forces in 
Kosovo, said Primakov. 

He said Milosevic had pledged lie would 
create conditions that would allow “a 
return of all peaceful refugees" to Kosovo. 

“ Before' brief talks in Bonn with 
Schrocder, PrimSfrcfv said he was hopeful 
after his marathon uiertinj? with' the 
Serbian leader, because Milosevic wanted 
“constructive talks” to resolve the crisis. 

For Milosevic, “political negotiations 
must be direct and immediate," he added, 
speaking in Russian through an inter- 
preter. ■■ 

“If NATO wants a positive sign, it can 
have it." said Primakov. 

Milosevic also wants Kosovo rebels to 
make a gesture and reciprocate, he added. 

“Hie interests of all parties and all reli- 
gious communities” must be respected. 
Primakov tired the Serbian leader as say- • 
ing. 

Primakov stressed that Russia contin- 
ued to be opposed ro NATO air raids 
against Yugoslavia because “they lead to 
nothing” 

Air strikes "do nut lead to stabilization 
but to inconveniences, even outside the 
Yugoslav borders," he added. 

Schrocder said lie had the impression 
it Primakov would not travel to Brussels 
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Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov (left) and German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder as they enter the German Chancellory in Bonn, yesterday. 


but return d needy to Moscow after his 
sropover in Bonn. 

Earlier unconfirmed reports bad said 
that Primakov might also visit Brossels for 
talks with NATO Secretary General Javier 
Solana. 

In London, British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook said that NATO air strikes 
could only halt when Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic called a ceasefire and 
accepted the peace plan on die table. 

“We would certainly welcome any move 
from Belgrade to declare a ceasefire, to 
halt the atrocities, to pull back the troops 
and to accept the framework of the peace 
accord" Cook told Channel 4 television. 

"If thiit happens, the bombing can stop 
tonight” He said. 

As for Hashim Tliaci, die political head 
of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), he 
rejected any “compromise" with Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic. 

Tliaci, who headed the Kosovo ethnic 
Albanian negotiating team at peace talks 
in France, also demanded the deployment 
of NATO ground troops in Kosovo as well 
as continued air strikes. 

He was speaking ro rhe French radio 
RTL from an undisclosed location. 

Thaci chaiged that declarations by 
Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
after talks in Belgrade Ibesday represent- 
ed a "compromise with Milosevic and 
anotlier attempt to save him." 

Primakov’s visit to Belgrade was "noth- 
ing more than a game to save Slobodan 
Milosevic," Tliad said. 

Meanwhile, die UN Security Council 
ngreed 'fttesday to order a BN report qn 
the mounting human tragedy resulting 
from attacks on Kosovo by both Serb and 
NATO forces. 


Tire resolution reflected a compromise 
between Russia, a permanent Security 
Council member with dose ties to Serbia, 
and the three permanent member nations 
that an; also In the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. 

In a dosed-door Security Coundl meet- 
ing. Russia's ambassador to the United 
Nations, Seigei Lavrov, had initially called 
for a UN report on the humanitarian con- 
sequences orNATO strikes on Yugoslavia. 

In Brussels, NATO member state ambas- 
sadors met Hiesday to discuss the ongo- 
ing air strikes against Yugoslav military 
taigets. diplomats said. 

NATO operations began by targeting 
mainly air defenses across Yugoslavia, but 
at tire weekend moved into a further, sec- 
ond phase as the crisis deepened. 

Pliase two is aimed specifically at tanks, 
heavy weapons and artillery of amiy and 
spedal police units in Yugoslav territory 
below the 44th parallel, which mils south 
of Belgrade and includes Kosovo. ■ 

A third phase would extend attacks to 
the entire country, induding Belgrade. 

Unlike the previous two phases. Solana 
lias not yet secured the permission of 
NATO delegations to extend strikes to 
phase three. 

NATO members may detide he should 
follow the same partem of consultations 
as - for the earlier pliases, or the NATO 
coundl of ambassadors could decide to 
pass to phase three immediately, diplo- 
mats said. 

The sources said military chiipft have 
been pressing for permission to move 
onto phase three for Several days now. 

Canada is sending $x additional CF-18 
fighter planes for NATO's Kosovo mission, 
bringing foe number of Canadian war- 


planes there to 12, Defense Minister Art 
Egglcton said Hiesday. 

The planes were to arrive in Aviano, 
Italy, within two or three days, liggleion 
said. 


In Washington, the Pentagon is weigh- 
ing the use of Apache nttack iiellcnpters in 
Kosovo against Serb forces, a move that 
would signal NATO’s Operation Allied 
Force is moving into n ground combat 
pluise. militaiy sources said, 

“If you go Apache, you've walked across 
a threshold," an army officer said Tuesday, 
speaking on condition of anonymity. 

No decision has been made to deploy 
the army's main attack helicopter, a lethal 
weapon against tanks and artiliciy, for 
Kosovo operations. Inn Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon raised the pos- 
sibility in a press conference Monday. 

■’Apatites certainly arc- an option ami it's 
one we're considering,” he said. 

With refugees stampeding to Kosovo's 
borders, bearing horror stories of execu- 
tions and other Serb atrocities, NATO has 
come under increasing pressure to stop 
the killing with ground troops if air power 
□lone is not enough. 

Pentagon officials say the AH-64 would 
give NATO a formidable weapon- for 
attacking the tanks and artillery, which 
Serbs have used to surround and shell 

towns and villages in a scorched earth 
campaign. 

Armed with fire-and-ftiiget Helllire anti- 
armor missiles; the Apaches are agile fly- 
ing machines that would bring the battle 
much 'tiosef to the ground . than ever 
before.. 

But far more than the air force's tank-. 
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killing A-K i Mini uler link ground attad 
u. ill. the Apache is .i short-range tac 
weapon that requires substantia] s m 
linm troops oil die ground and infra 
line, aum' otlkials say. 

NATO ..initials warned Ibesday t 
escalating humanitarian crisis in to 
and vowed to step up air strikes ag 
Seth forces sweeping a lethal path thi 
the province. 

Intensifying the war nf words aj 
Belgrade. NATO spokesman Jamie 
compared reports ot farced marcte 
"ethnically cleansed" towns with ih 
inei I’ul Pot regime in Cambodia. 

Tens i il thousands ol refugees liad 
forced to lice their homes for the nf 
border, dragging neighboring cm 
intu a humanitarian disaster they 
unequipped to cope until, officials 
news conference here. 

Citing reports reaching NATO, She) 
the western town of Pec, which! 
100,000 inhabitants last year, was “a 
completely destroyed .’’ 

Thousands nf ethnic Albanians 
Prizren, in the south, had been driver 
‘Torced mnrrii" to the border, he add 

If these reports were confirmed, 1 
something we have not seen since 
forced evacuation of Phnom Penhb 
Khmer Rouge in the mid- 1970s." 

Air Giinmndnic David WilbyofBr 
said the Serb operation had "reached 
heights." 

lie cited reports of Serb tank: 
artillery hitting a column nf refilgt 
one valley, but stressed there was no 
pendent confirmation. 

In other areas, ethnic Albanians 
being forcibly bused to the bonier, in 
ing the ’‘cleansing" operation had 
planned long in advance, Shea adda 

lie said around ] 18,000 K 
Albanians had fled the province sincj 
Wednesday, when NATO laundtel 
strikes against Yugoslav military tarn 
the liist time, and the number was ini 
ing daily. 

A fun her 42, BOO Kosovars had 0 
Montenegro and 22,1500 lu Mnrtf 
which lie said was part or a dr 1 
strategy by Milosevic to destnbnu 
whole legion. 

Wilby. the spokesman on mllilaryj 
alions, said NATO was to step Up 
strikes against Yugoslav forces dii 
involved in the repression over llw 
lew days. 

"More offensive assets specifically 
ed lor this role are entering ourord 
battle, and the weather is set to impn 
lie added. 

Poor weather has I tampered r 
alludes so far, with aircraft often fora 
return tn base without dropping 
bombs. 

On the other hand Kosovo's la 
moderate political party on Ibesday 
Serbian forces were herding ^ 
Albanians into a stadiilm In 1 die Ko. 
capital of Pristina, in an apparent pn 
to a mnspacre. • 

"We are aftfiicl ora. massacre,’’ said 

Gagica, flirty official, in a letter to Sd 

sent by fax .froni lhis southwest Get 
kirti' ‘ If ' OMiram) ItinffEJl 
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